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The Chasteness of a Judge  
“Judges and officers shall you appoint in all your cities – which HASHEM, your G-d, gives you – for your 

tribes; and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment". (Devarim 16:18) It is explained in various 

places, that our judges and officers should be elevated people from amongst the nation and they should serve 

as an example for us all. It is forbidden for a judge to break the law; they have a responsibility to abide by it 
more than any other person.  If they fail to abide by the laws, this is interpreted as disrespect for the people 

and will ultimately be disobeyed. It says in the Midrash Tanchuma (Parashat Shoftim 3) that a judge must be 
chaste more than anyone else and he should not allow anyone an opportunity to accuse him. There is a story 

told of Rabbi Elazar ben R’ Yochanan. He used to have a tree in his field and some of its leaves hung over into 

his neighbor’s field. One day, a man came to Rabbi Elazar’s court accusing his neighbor of allowing his tree’s 
leaves to stick out over his field. Rabbi Elazar said to him: “Go home and I’ll see your case tomorrow”. The man 

said to him: “but Rabbi, you always judge your cases on the day they come to you, why do we need to come back 
tomorrow?!” Rabbi Elazar sent workers that day to cut his own tree’s leaves that were on his neighbor’s field 

and when the people went back to him the next day, Rabbi Elazar said: “You should cut your tree’s leaves that 
bother your neighbor”. So the person who was being judged jumped and asked him: “but how come you are 

allowed to have you own tree’s leaves sticking out on your neighbor’s field?”, to what Rabbi Elazar answered 
“Go and see my tree and do as you see with yours”. We learn from the story the manner that a judge should 

conduct himself and how we should act as well. Many times we “judge” others, while at the same time 

committing the same injustices. Just as it is for it is forbidden for a judge to accuse a person for something he 
himself is guilty of, we should not pass judgment on others unless we ourselves are completely virtuous. Our 

Sages said in Chagiga (14) some demand good but don’t do good, some do good but don’t demand good, but 
someone who demands good and does good- happy should be Abraham our father for having such a 

descendent. 

The Maggid MiDubna wrote that when a person gains money in an honest way, he will be able to keep the money. But if he gains it by stealing or by 
cheating, the money itself will find a way to escape and not stay with the dishonest owner. The Maggid quotes a verse from Jeremiah (17:11) that says: 
“The partridge calls but has not laid, so it is he who gathers riches but not by right; he shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his 
end he stands dishonored”. The word “kore - calls” also means partridge, which is a kind of bird that raises chicks that are not his own. The chicken 
that raises her own chicks doesn’t need to whistle and call them in order to have them near her; the chicks come to her on their own; because she is 
their real mother and the chicks go to her and hide under her wings. However, the partridge always has to be going after the birds he raises because 
they escape from him. He didn’t give birth to them, so they see him as a stranger. The same happens to money that comes to someone with honesty; 
the person doesn’t need to be worried about it staying his. However, if the money was obtained dishonestly; he will always need to be worried and doing 
things in order to keep the money, because it will want to escape from him…that is what the verse means to say “The partridge calls (another meaning 
for the word “kore- partridge” in hebrew) but has not laid (he didn’t give birth to his chicks), so it is (he is like) he who gathers riches but not by right 
(honestly); he shall leave them (the money) in the midst of his days, and at his end he stands dishonored” and with this the verse “justice, 
justice shall you pursue” can be understood better. For if you do so, “… you may live and possess the land the Lord, your God, is giving you”. 

“Justice, justice shall you pursue” (Parashat Shoftim 16:20) 

Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:55 pm 

Arvit: 8:25 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

MIKVE FOR WOMEN OPEN EVERY NIGHT! 

 

Bulletin dedicated 
For the souls of:  

Ilana bat Simcha, Moshe ben Fatum, Chasiba bat Alu 
Rest In Peace 

And For the Health of the babies:  
Hila bat Keren Amoyal, Michaela Marlen bat Hila 
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Candle Lighting: 7:37 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 8:29 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 9:06 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times: 
106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 

Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 5:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:15pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 8:30pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation to our Shabbat Host: 
Shmuel Baum 

 Mazal  Tov!  
To Avraham and Sarah Levi  and also To Israel and Naomi 
May you succeed in building a faithful home amongst Israel 

And May all the Blessing Mentioned in the Torah be upon you!!!   



  
From the big cliff behind the village, behind the last houses that face the view to the valley; 
a 12 year old boy fell into the great abyss. The people of the town call that place the 
“Azazel” because it reminds them of the cliffs from which the goat was thrown to the 
Azazel on Yom Kippur. That is why nobody ever wants to go near that place; it is scary. It 
is full of rocks and thick vegetation. They fear it might deteriorate, so they just keep away 
from it. Nobody really knows what the boy was doing there. The truth is that nobody really 
knew him; he lived in the town for about two years but he didn’t have any friends. When he 
came to his class two years ago he was given a place in the corner of the classroom and 
he didn't move from there. Nobody knew him, nobody spoke to him. He simply sat there 
like a plant and even acted like one. The only difference between him and a plant was that 
a plant gets irrigated once in a while, but nobody ever cared about this boy. When the 
children were playing outside, he just sat there alone biting his nails and keeping himself 
busy. When we used to go out with our bikes we would see him with his old bicycle. We 
never even stopped to say ‘hello’ to him, but we never scorned him either. He simply did 
not exist for us. But now he really doesn’t exist; he's gone. The morning after it happened, 
the school’s principal assembled everyone together. Everyone looked so sad. The 
teachers looked especially sad and they felt responsible for what had happened. The 
principal looked at each and every one of us and said '"Do you think you can say “my 
hands didn’t spill that blood?" think about it.'" We stood up and asked him "What do you 
mean? What did we have to do with what happened? We didn’t even know him!" "That’s 
the problem!, that you didn’t even know him" said the principal. He opened a Tanach and 
looked for Parashat Shoftim in Sefer Devarim. He spoke about what happens when an 
abandoned body is found in the exit of the city and nobody knows who he was or why he 
died.  The citizens have to be gathered near a river and the elders wash their hands with 
its water mixed with blood from a calf, which symbolizes the blood of the body that was 
found abandoned. And then they have to declare ‘our hands did not spill that blood and 
our eyes did not see!’ Why would we even think that the elders of the city would be able to 
kill someone?! Of course we shouldn’t! But they were somehow connected to his death. 
The principal quoted the Sages, who said that when the elders said ‘we didn’t do it, we 
didn’t send him out without companion’, they would wash their hands and say ‘we didn’t 
overlook him!’ The principal raised his voice, and said ‘…because when there is disregard 
and lack of attention and lack of preoccupation about others, we cannot say “our hands 
didn’t spill that blood”! We should take upon ourselves from now on to pay attention to our 
fellow and love everybody and try to help them, and that way, the loss of that boy won’t be 
for nothing’. (Shalom L’Am) 

A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Immersing Utensils  

1. It is required to immerse utensils that a Jew acquires from a non- Jewish owner; whether 

they were bought or acquired as a gift. The general rule is that whatever belonged to a non-
Jew and now belongs to a Jew needs immersion. Immersing a utensil that was borrowed 

from a non-Jew is not necessary, for the obligation pertains solely to something that 

belongs to a Jew.  

2. Utensils produced in a factory that belongs to a Jew but whose workers are non-Jews do 

not need to be immersed. If the owner is not Jewish and the workers are Jewish, the utensil 
does need to be immersed, with a blessing. If the factory is divided by shares of Jews and 

non-Jews, the utensils need to be immersed, but without a blessing. 

3. Utensils of metal or glass bought outside of Israel need to be immersed because the 

majority of the people outside of Israel are non-Jews. Utensils made in Israel do not need 

immersion, because the majority are Jewish. However, if someone purchases a utensil in 
Israel and does not know who the previous owner was, should immerse it without a blessing. 

4. A convert does not need to immerse the utensils he used before converting.  They are 

considered to have acquired from Hefker (non-ownership), and the holiness which he 

acquired upon conversion extents to them. (Yabia Omer V. 7:8)  

5. One who buys an eating utensil from a non-Jew needs to immerse it in a mikve or a 
spring of 40 se’ah (about 8.3*40 liters), whether it is new or old. If it was previously used by 

the non-Jew then it also needs to be koshered. It is best to first kosher it and then immerse 

it but if a person did the opposite he can still use the utensil. 

6. Examples of eating utensils are plates, forks, cups and kettles, as well as skewers and 

utensils for grilling. Only utensils made of metal or glass require immersion.  
7. There is no obligation of immersing utensils made of clay when bought from a non-Jew. 

Porcelain, ceramic and marble are considered as clay utensils. The same applies to utensils 

made of wood, stone, nylon, plastic, paper and rubber. Whoever immerses them anyway 

(without a blessing) will be blessed. 

8. Even though utensils made of metal and glass should be immersed, this is only if they are 
to come in contact with food. If a Jew buys a knife from a non-Jew and uses if for cutting 

paper or for sharpening a knife, he doesn’t need to immerse it even if he might use it on 

food once in a while because it is not its intended use. 
Shabbat Shalom To All IsraelShabbat Shalom To All Israel  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 
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Bulletin dedicated to the Success of:  Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

 

 

The Language of the Body and Soul 
When speaking to a person who wants to hear  

and only has to be told how and why, soft words are 

to be used; words that are easy to hear, because he  

wishes to hear. But when the person is stubborn and  

Follows his evil inclination, in order to break through to 

 him, firm words need to be used. The body is hard, but the  

soul is soft and delicate. The soul naturally looks toward  

HASHEM. It doesn’t need to be pressured and spoken firm  

words. The soul listens to every truthful word and wants to  

follow them. The human mind [the body] wants to go against the 

truth, because the truth is against the body’s nature. The  

general rule is “with a devotee you will become devote, with a 

strong innocent you will become innocent, with a pure person  

you will become pure and with an obstinate you will be 

come so”. Therefore, the soul which is innocent has to  

be spoken to in a soft manner. The mind, on the other  

hand, which has the wiliness that Adam received 

 from the 'Tree of Wisdom', has to be spoken to  

in a firm manner, with deep or in a  

sharp language. 


