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What Is True Freedom? 
One may think that true freedom is when you can fulfill all of your heart’s desire and reach certain goals, but in reality, 
that couldn’t be farther from the truth.  

Rabbi Yaakov Israel Lugassi wrote in his book Mishpatein Israel: A person travels the city streets feeling free.  

Suddenly he looks in the display window of a shop and sees many classy suits.  He soon sets his eye on a certain suit and 
decides to buy it. He doesn’t have enough money on hand, but he just can’t resist the temptation and ends up buying the 

suit anyway. He continues walking and spots a cell phone store. He sees a cell phone that just hit the market; it’s just so 
beautiful and tiny- so fun to hold.  It’s just like his phone, except it’s much newer.  He curiously asks about the price. It’s 

out of his budget, but he really wants it. So he writes a check and takes his new phone. He continues on and suddenly 

smells a mouthwatering blend of spice- such an enticing aroma. He follows his nose to a pricey little restaurant who 
grills juicy chickens. He goes inside and orders a big meal that he can barely finish. He asks for the bill and pays with all  

the money he has left. This man is not free, he has many masters. His first master is the top of the line suit, which is just 
a piece of clothing after all. The suit tempted him and he bought it without being able to resist. The second master is the 

cell phone, the latest model, for which he is now in debt. The delicious grilled chicken is his third master, who was able to 

tempt him enough to pay for something that he just couldn’t afford. So now we ask ourselves: is this true freedom? 
In contrast to this person, another man is also walking around and also saw the classy suit shop. He’s in control of 

himself and is able to resist his temptation. The same happens when he passes the other stores and all those things his 
heart also desires. That is true freedom. 

The mitzvahs of the Torah give us the ability to have control over our base desires. When a person is given certain 

restrictions, he is able to acquire self control and strength. 
The Torah forbids us from specific things in many different areas; food, clothing, wealth, etc. And all those restrictions 

give us the tools to overcome our base desires and obtain true freedom. It’s no coincidence that in the festival of our 

freedom- we are commanded not to eat chametz, leavened bread- something we are accustomed to eating throughout 
the entire year. The Torah commands us to refrain from eating something that we are used to eat all year round, so we 

can realize how free we truly are- both physically and spiritually. 
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Hashem took out Moses and the Jewish nation from Egypt so that they would receive the Holy Torah. Also, the enslavement of the Jews in Egypt was so that the Jews would 
receive the Torah. As it says in Brit Bein Habetarim: “And He [Hashem] said to Abram, "You shall surely know that your seed will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 

and they will enslave them and oppress them, for four hundred years. And also the nation that they will serve will I judge, and afterwards they will go forth with great pos-
sessions.” According to our sages, the words ‘great possessions’ refer to the Holy Torah that the nation of Israel was to receive after the exodus from Egypt. It is written in 

the Gemara that when Moses, our teacher, ascended to receive the Torah, the angels tried to restrict him from ascending. Moses told them: “did you go down to Egypt and 
were enslaved to Pharaoh as we were? Why would the Torah be for you?” We learn from here that the enslavement was a condition to receiving the Torah. But we still need 

to understand what the connection was between the enslavement and the receiving of the Torah. The nation of Israel went down to Egypt and was enslaved there. The Egyp-
tians had total control over the Jews. They could call them in to work whenever they wanted and the Jews could not oppose them. The Jews had to give up on all their de-

sires for 210 years. It was no coincidence that the Jews were enslaved. The chosen nation was being molded in order to receive the Torah and the 613 mitzvahs and become 
Hashem’s servants. We were taught to give up on our base desires in order to serve Hashem. To be servants to the All- Mighty, All- Powerful is not an easy job. We had to 

learn how to become real slaves in Egypt, where we served Pharaoh and only then were we able to receive the Torah and truly serve Hashem. 

Announcement   
Now Available:  Matzot, cookies and kosher for passover food 

items.  Supplies are limited.  
For details and orders call Irit at 956-908-3120 

With Sincere Gratitude 
To our honorable friends, pursuers of charity and kindness, the distinguished gentleman:   

Jackie Surgieon, Doron Elimelech, Eyal Turgeman, 

 Manashe Amoyal & Joseph Elimeliach 
For their contribution to the Kimcha D’Pischa’ fund, & for having made joyous 

dozens of needy families in Israel. 
In the merit of this mitzvah, may you and all of your families be sheltered and protected.   

 may you merit blessings from above, an abundance of good livelihood and peace of mind, and 

robust health and joy to you and all members of your family.  
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Yom Tov: 

1. The worldwide Jewish custom is say Kiddush in the morning of a Yom Tov, 
just as we say on Shabbat. 

2. A person who lives in the land of Israel and is temporarily in the diaspora 

is not allowed to say Kiddush on the night of the second day of a Yom Tov or 
say the blessing for Hallel on that day for people who live in the diaspora. It 

is considered a blessing in vain. 

3. The mitzvah of enjoying the Yom Tov is divided into two parts: one part is 

in the House of Study and the other part is in eating and drinking. One 
should honor the Yom Tov and enjoy it like Shabbat. Two loaves [matzot, in 

the case of Pesach] are used in the meal. One should also wear Yom Tov 

clothing, which should be nicer than Shabbat clothing. There is no obligation 
to eat a ‘third meal’ on a Yom Tov. 

4. If someone did not recite Havdalah after the Yom Tov, he may do so until 
the day after. A person, who lives in the land of Israel and is temporarily in 

the diaspora and did not have wine for Havdalah, may say it after the 
second day of Yom Tov. 

5. Two loaves [or matzot, in Pesach] are used for the blessing of the bread 

in Yom Tov. 

6. The mitzvah of Yom Tov is divided into two parts: one half is learning and 
praying and the other half is eating, drinking and enjoying. 

7. A person should not guard his budget when shopping for the Yom Tov. 
For Hashem said to the His children- to borrow money if needed, and 

sanctify the Shabbat and Holidays and He will return to us whatever we 
spend. Just like we have a Neshama Yetera on Shabbat, so do we have on 

Yom Tov, which is why we say “Nishmat Kol Chai” in Shacharit on Yom Tov. 

8. One may not dance on a Yom Tov, just as on the Shabbat.  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Forever Jewish 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

Shabbat of the Intermediate  

Days of Pesach 
Two Torah scrolls are taken out and seven men are  

called up to read the Torah.In the first book, Parashat Ki  

Tisa is read, beginning with “Moses said to the Lord: "Look, 

 You say to me: 'Bring this people up!'…” (Shemot 33:12).  

Then, half Kaddish is said and in the second book we read “And  

you will offer…” (Bamidbar 28:19). Then, the Maftir is read from  

the book of Ezekiel (37) “You will be for Me” because it is said 

 that the revival of the dead will be in the month of Nisan so we  

read the passage of “the dry bones”. Ashkenazim read the ‘Song of 

Songs’ before the reading of the Torah, because the Exodus from  

Egypt is described in it. However, Sephardim do not have that custom. 

Joy of the Holiday 
The Shulchan Aruch (529:2) says that a person should be joyful  

and with a happy heart during the holidays; he, his wife and  

his children and all who live with him. It says in the Biur  

Halacha that now that we don’t have a Temple, there is  

no joy, except for the joy found in wine. Eating meat  

is not required because we don’t have meat 

 from the Shlemim offerings; nonetheless, 

 it is still a mitzvah to eat  

meat.  

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

One of the biggest tragedies that happened in the year 5769, (2008 BCE) occurred in Mumbai, India. A 
group of terrorists attacked a group of Jews in the Beit Chabad of Mumbai. 

The tragedy involved two Chabad shlichim- the Holtzberg family; a couple who were dedicated to 
bringing the many Jews of the city closer to Torah. 

A few days before Pesach, Rabbi Gabriel Holtzberg hung up signs in different hotels and hostels to 

invite Jews and visiting Israelis over to his Seder in Beit Chabad. On the eve of the Seder, a few 
hours before the Holiday began, Rebbetzin Rivka said to her husband: “Go and check that we didn’t 

forget any hotel or hostel”. “But I went and hung up signs in all of the hotels and hostels myself”, he 
replied. However, the Rebbetzin insisted that he double check, and because he didn’t want to argue, 

he did as his wife asked and went to check all of the hotels. Rabbi Gabriel realized that he had missed 

a certain hostel, so he went and asked to see the guestbook. In it he saw a name that sounded Israeli. 
He ran to the room and knocked on the door, but nobody answered. After trying for a while, he began 

to go down the stairs. Suddenly someone in a bath robe opened the door and asked him: “who sent 
you?” so the Rabbi answered “Hashem sent me!...” 

The boy, very surprised, asked him to enter his room and told him: 

“Listen to my story. I just arrived from the south of India. I was not planning on stopping in this city, 
but I was on the train, planning to board a different train. When I went to board the next train, I 

realized someone stole all of my money and sat down on a stone and began to cry. Suddenly, a man 

with a French accent came over to me and spoke to me, asking me where I was from. I told him I was 
from Israel. He said to me “Listen, I am also a Jew. I am from France” and he gave me some money. 

“Go to the city and get a room, and after Pesach call your parents and ask them for money” And so I 
did. I came to the city and got a room in the first Guest House I found. I entered the room and lay on 

the bed and looked up to Heaven and began to speak to Hashem, saying: “Hashem! What is going on? 

What will happen to me? What am I doing here?” Do you understand, Rabbi? I, the kibbutznik, who 
never had anything to do with Hashem, am speaking to Hashem. Suddenly I realized it was the eve of 

Pesach, so I said to Him “I know that we are not very close, but if You love me, send me a sign. Don’t 
make me be alone tonight, please give me the chance to spend the night of the Seder with other 

Jews!” As I finished my conversation with Hashem, someone knocked on my door. I thought I was 

imagining things, but I was not. I opened the door and saw someone who looked like a Rabbi. And 
when I asked you who sent you, you answered “Hashem sent me!...” 

That man also participated in the Seder that night and was graciously hosted in the Chabad House, 
and thankfully he slowly drew closer and closer Hashem, our Father in Heaven. 


