
Weekdays 
Shaharit Sun & Fri: 8:00am 

Shaharit Mon-Thurs: 8:30am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 5:20 pm 

Arvit: 6:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 
 

 

Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Vayetze 

 10 Kislev 5773 
Bulletin No. 29 

By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

A Person’s Destined Mate 
Our forefather, Jacob, left from Beer-Sheva toward Haran, searching for his destined mate.  His mother sent him 
with a large dowry so that he could get married.  He went to his uncle, hoping to find a wife from whom the twelve 

tribes would be born.  The Midrash says that at that moment Esau, Jacob's brother, sent his son Elifaz to kill Jacob, 
but just as Elifaz was about to kill him, Jacob said to him “You should know that there is a decree in our family since 

our grandfather Abraham: ‘…your offspring shall be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and they will serve 

them and they will oppress them- four hundred years’ (Bereshit 15:13). The decree says that the children of 

Abraham will be in Egypt for four hundred years and they will drown their children and use their babies as bricks to 
build their houses, etc. There were very harsh decrees upon them. Jacob was telling Elifaz that if he killed him, the 

decree would be on him, but if he didn’t kill him, the decree would be on Jacob and his descendants. With that 
argument Elifaz was persuaded into letting Jacob live, but on the other hand, he was obligated to honor his father's 

orders.  Elifaz asked Jacob for advise with his predicament, so Jacob told him that to rob a man and of all his 
possessions and left him without anything- it is as you have murdered him.  So Elifaz understood and robbed Jacob 

of all of his wealth, and Jacob continued on his journey toward Haran.  So how was it that Jacob, a penniless middle-

aged man, simply continue on his way to Haran– a place he had never been to? What woman would agree to marry 
him?  What father would allow his daughter to marry him?  It says in the Midrash Rabbah, that at that very moment 

Jacob wrote Psalm 121, in which he writes: “A song for ascents. I shall raise my eyes to the mountains, from 

where will my help come?” The Midrash explains that Jacob raised his eyes to his parents and recalled how his 

grandpa, Abraham, had sent his servant Eliezer, with ten camels full of riches, in search for a wife for his father, 

Isaac.  But Jacob, he didn't have any riches to offer, so he strengthened himself and stated: “My help is from 

Hashem, the Maker of heaven and earth”.  Here, Jacob is teaching us a vital life lesson.  We don't depend on 

wealth or lineage; a person’s ability to find his mate depends solely on Hashem. Rabbi Yosiber Chalafta said that 
since creation, Hashem sits and pairs couples. Therefore, every single person should know that his help is from 

Hashem, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

We are all searching for truth. Unfortunately, many people just want to find their own personal truth. That kind of truth does not exist. For if we really were to set out to find 
it, we'd find we've been brainwashed by society and served a masked "truth".  The saying "everyone has his own truth", doesn't exactly have many logical meanings. A person 

can choose how he wants to live, but he can't say that his way of life is the true one- he would be living an illusion, the complete opposite of "truth".  If my truth and your 
truth are not the same, then they become subjective views. In that case, the concept of “truth” does not apply.  Truth is something absolute and indisputable.  There are times 

when something can be seen from different angles, but in the end when all views are combined; there is only one true conclusion. I can’t enter a courtroom and tell the judge 
“Listen, according to my view, killing someone is okay”.  

It is natural to choose the easier path, what looks better and does not require much effort. So when we hear there is someone who can solve all of our problems, all we want 

is to run to him. If we can escape to alcohol, drugs or anything that seems pleasant and easy to obtain, we'll do it. But we can’t fool ourselves, that's not truth.  We don’t 
need to travel to far off places in order to find the truth; we don’t need any special tools, unique talents or physical capabilities either. The only thing we need is the desire to 

find it. If we have the desire, all we need is to preserve and maintain that will. The truth will come to us on its' own.  As  it says in Psalm (85:12), “Truth will sprout from the 

earth”.  (Rabbi Ronnie Pizanti) 

“Truth will sprout from the earth” (Psalm 85:12) 

Bulletin dedicated  
To the Souls of: 

Ilana bat Simcha & Chasiba bat Alu 
Rest In Peace 

& To the Health of:  
Mordechai ben Simcha & Shany bat Mazal  

Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, a 

medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat  

Candle Lighting: 5:18 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 6:14 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 6:49 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times   www.shoovaisraelspi.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  5:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 3:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  4:50 pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 6:15 pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation  

to our Shabbat Host: Refael Asor 
 

“the voice of a bridegroom and the voice of a bride..” (Jeremiah 33:11)   

Community Member Zeev Tafel has found his heart’s desire and today shall be the 

engagement B’’H.  All community members share in his joy and wish him congratulation and 

may you merit to build a faithful home among Israel.  

 

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Washing on Shabbat  
1. It is forbidden to wash one's entire body with warm water on Shabbat, even if one 
washes each limb separately and even if using water heated before Shabbat. 

2. It is also forbidden to wash most of the body, for it is as if one had washed the 

entire body.  

3. Showering on Shabbat with cold water, even one's entire body, is permitted.  Care 
should be taken not to squeeze one's hair or beard and also the towel. It is best to 

wait a bit- until the body is not very wet before using the towel and to dry one's body 

gently. 

4. Ashkenazi custom is to refrain from showering on Shabbat, even if with cold water. 
However, if a person is suffering from the heat or because he perspires profusely, he 

can be lenient and shower with cold water as long as he is careful not to squeeze any 

hair or the towel. 

5. Men are permitted to enter a cold mikveh on Shabbat, being careful not to squeeze 
the towel or hair. However, one should do his best not to be lenient in using a 

lukewarm mikveh on Shabbat. It is best to refrain from using the mikveh -being that 

men are not obligated in going to the mikveh, rather than transgressing Jewish law.  
In any case, one should not protest against those who choose to be lenient and use a 

lukewarm mikveh on Shabbat. 

6. A woman who's immersion night falls on Shabbat evening and the water of the 

mikveh is warm should try to immerse during twilight (13 1/2 minutes before sunset), 
for Rabbinic prohibitions applying to Shabbat can be done in this time slot when 

necessary.  If she was unable to immerse during this time, she may nonetheless 

immerse in warm water, as oppose to postponing her immersion night. 

7. A person may wash himself in a river or the sea on Shabbat according to Jewish 
law (though swimming is prohibited). He should take care not to "carry" any water 

into a 'carmelit' or public domain. Therefore, he should dry himself as he gets out of 

the water. He should preferably wait until his dries out a little before using a towel so 
as not to squeeze. In any case, the custom is to refrain from entering a river or sea 

on Shabbat because of we fear stumbling upon other transgressions. -Yalkut Yosef 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Joseph Honors Shabbat  

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin & Guy Nachman ben Liora 

 

Haftarah of Parashat Vayetze 
 

It says in the Mishna Brurah (428:100:22) 

 that the haftarah, the section read after the  

Torah reading, should be “And Jacob escaped”  
(Hoshea 12) until the end of the book of Hoshea and  

continued by “and you should eat….and you will 

know” (Yoel 2:26-27). This is in order to finish by reading  

a good event, because Hoshea concludes with “sinners  

will stumble on them”. 

Sephardic Jews have the custom to read the haftarah  

from “my nation depends” (Hoshea 11) until the first  

two verses of “And Jacob escaped”. (Hoshea 12) 
 

Don't forget to say the Blessing over the new  
moon this Saturday night. 

The blessing can be said until  

Wednesday  

night.  

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

The Talmud in Tractate Shabbat (p. 119) relates the following story about Joseph, who Honored 

Shabbat.  In the town where Joseph lived, there also lived a very wealthy non-Jew who was very stingy 
and materialistic.  He spent most of his time in his luxurious mansion thinking about to make more and 

more money. Since he was thinking about his money all day long, he continuously grew greedier.  His 
money was his sole concern. 

One day, the rich man had a strange dream. He dreamt that someone came told him: “all your money 

and your possessions shall pass to 'Joseph Honors Shabbat' because he honors the Sabbath”. The rich 
man became terrified and summoned his wise men and recounted his dream to them. The wise men 

advised him thus: “The best thing to do is to sell all that you own and purchase a precious gem; this way 

you’ll be able to keep an eye on all your wealth at all times, ensuring he can't take it”. The rich man did 
just this and sold all of his possessions and bought a very expensive precious gem. In order to secure 

its' whereabouts, he sewed it to his hat. He wore his hat all the time, wherever he went.  

One day, the rich man was crossing a bridge over a river. Blissful as can be, for all his wealth was 
secured safely over his very head. Thinking to himself: “nobody can take anything of mine; I have 

everything with me here in my hat”. Suddenly, a very strong wind blew his hat flew away and it fell into 

the river below. “Oy! Oy VaVoy!", he yelled “My hat! All of my wealth! My precious gem!” His screams 
without avail, the hat sunk into the river and joined the many fish in the river. It sunk down and was 

ravished by the fish and the precious gem was gone.  A great big fish came and swallowed up the 
precious gem. Then came along some fishermen and caught that great big fish.  Friday arrived and it 

was getting late. The fishermen realized they had caught a big fish. They were very excited and ran to 

the market in hopes of selling it. But Shabbat was drawing near and there weren't that many people in 
the market.  The fishermen began shouting: “A big fish! A great big fish!” The fish was very expensive 

and nobody wanted to buy it. The fishermen didn’t know what to do, until one of the market venders 

advised them:  “Go to 'Joseph Honors Shabbat'. He doesn’t consider price when buying things for 
Shabbat. He'’ll pay good money for that fish; he always chooses the best in honor of Shabbat”.  

The fishermen went to Joseph's house, whose eyes lit up upon seeing such a big fish. He immediately 

bought it and thanked the fishermen for having brought him such a nice fish all the way to his home so 
that he could honor to Shabbat. It was getting late, so Joseph hurried and began preparing the fish for 

Shabbat. He cut off the scales and opened it up. Suddenly, he saw something shiny…what was it? A 

precious gem inside the fish's stomach…a very expensive looking gem! Joseph got very happy, but it 
was late. He put the gem away and finished preparing for Shabbat. After Shabbat, Joseph sold the gem 

and became very rich. Joseph, who always honored Shabbat even in poverty, now, had the merit of 

honoring Shabbat in riches. 


