
Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:30 pm 

Arvit: 8:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 
 

MIKVE FOR WOMEN OPEN EVERY NIGHT! 

Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Ki Titzei 
 14 Elul 5772 

Bulletin No. 18 
By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

The Many Mitzvahs and Our Ability to Fulfill Them 

A Torah observant Jew feels compelled to behave in a certain manner, for this is the way of the Torah, 

whose commandments apply to almost every aspect of one's daily affairs. The Torah guides us through 
our everyday lives; through mundane details like tying our shoes.  For this reason there are those who 

claim "It [the Torah] is too much for me", they feel incapable of embracing such a complex obligation and 
so they neglect performing mitzvahs, reasoning that it is beyond their limitations.  Fortunately, the truth is 

just the opposite; if the Torah would be beyond our capacity, it would not have been commanded in the 

first place.  We see evidence of this is in this week’s Parasha, in the verse: “When you will go out to war 

against your enemies… and you take his captives, and you see among the captives a woman 

beautiful of form and you desire her, you may take her for yourself as a wife.” Rashi comments the 

following: “The Torah [in permitting this union] is speaking specifically of the evil inclination. For if 

the Holy One, blessed is He, would not permit her to him, he would take her illicitly.” Rashi is 
explaining that in times of war, if a soldier sees a non-Jewish woman and desires her, the Torah permits 
her to him because HASHEM knows the heart of man and knows that in wartime, men are away from home 

for long periods and if a desirable woman is forbidden to them, they will ultimately take her illicitly.  For in 
such a situation, the evil inclination is too powerful for him. We can apply this concept to the mitzvahs in 

general and more correctly reason that the Torah is within our reach and thus we were commanded 
accordingly.  We have mitzvahs for everyday routine actions, so we are continuously earning our 'wages' 

to be redeemed in the World to Come.  As is stated in Tractate Makkot (page 23): “Rabbi Chanania ben 
Akashya said: HASHEM wanted to give more merit to Israel, therefore he gave them more Torah and 

mitzvahs, as it says: “The Lord desired for the sake of [Israel's] righteousness, to make the Torah 

great and glorious." (Isaiah 42:21). 

On the month of Elul, in the year 5683, several leaders of the generation participated in a conference headed by the Chofetz Chaim. The men sat in the 
central hall and the women in the balcony space upstairs. When the Hassidic Jews entered the hall, they held that though the women were upstairs, they 
could still be seen by the men downstairs.  Therefore, it would be inappropriate to bring in their Rebbes before having set up a divisional curtain.  This ignited 
an argument with other attendees who felt that it was unnecessary, for there was enough space between the two floors.  Finally, they decided to take this 
debate to the Chofetz Chaim for a final say.  When the Rabbi heard the both sides, he said: ‘even though it is permitted according to the halacha, because 
there are those who prefer to be stringent, we should abide and set up divisional curtains.  With this he added: ‘What is the greatest tragedy that can fall upon 
Israel? For HASHEM not to be at our side, for every moment he is with us, then the following verse is fulfilled: “Even as I walk in the valley of darkness, I 
will fear no evil for You are with me”(Psalms 23:4), but if Heaven forbid, we don't merit that verse, then we'll fulfill the verse: “You hid Your countenance and 
I became frightened” (Psalms 30:8).  What is the verse referring to that should make HASHEM stop helping Israel? It says in Parashat Ki Teitzei: “your camp 
shall be holy, so that HASHEM will not see a shameful thing among you and turn away from behind you.” Everything that can be done to fulfill the 
mitzvah of [a shameful thing] should not be seen among you” should be done and in this, HASHEM will help us‘. This story was told by Rabbi Abraham 
Kalmanovitz (a Dean of the Mir Yeshiva), dozens of times! As the sages taught us: ‘every place where you set a guard against promiscuity, you are adding 
holiness’- and the more holiness, the more closeness to HASHEM. (Meir Eyinei Israel, page 636) 

“So that He will not see a shameful thing among you and turn away from behind you." (Parashat Ki Teitzei 23:15) 

Bulletin dedicated for the souls of: 
Ilana bat Simcha & Mordechai ben Marcel 

Rest In Peace 
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

Important Notice! 
In honor of Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, charity 

donations are being collected for the Synagogue Fund as 
well as for Jewish families in Israel 

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 
shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Candle Lighting: 7:31 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 8:23 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 8:59 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times:        shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 

Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:00 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 5:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:00pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 8:15pm Followed by Havdala 

 
With Great Appreciation to our Shabbat Host: 

Rafael Asor 

 Mazal  Tov  Roi Elisha and his bride!  
May you succeed in building a faithful home amongst 
Israel and May all the blessing mentioned in the 

Torah be upon you!!!   

Daily Selichot 
at 6:30 pm B’H  

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com
mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Visiting the Sick 

1. Our rabbis said: A person should always be praying that he won't get sick, because when 

one becomes ill, some of his earned mitzvah merits are withdrawn from him for his 
recovery.  Therefore, every person should always be careful, especially when they are sick, 

not to rely solely on doctors. He should try to give as much charity within his means, for it is 

written: “Charity saves from death”. He should trust in HASHEM that He will cure him from 

his illness, because “even if he has nine-hundred ninety nine [acts] against him, he could be 

saved for having one on his favor”. 

2. No blessing is said over the mitzvah of 'visiting the sick'.  

3. When a person gets sick, it is a mitzvah for others to visit him. Close friends and family 

members should go immediately and the people who are less close to him should go after 

three days, so as not to automatically label him as a sick person, because his luck could get 

worse. However if the illness began suddenly, everyone is allowed to visit immediately. 

4. There are no limitations to the mitzvah of visiting the sick.  Even a great sage should go to 

visit a young child, and he could do it many times in one day. The more a person does it, the 

best it is, as long as he doesn’t bother the sick person or the other people in his home.  

5. The main aspect of visiting the sick is to pray for the sick.  Whoever visited a sick person 

but did not ask HASHEM to have mercy on him, did not fulfill the mitzvah. When praying for 
the sick, the person should say a real prayer, such as: “may it be HASHEM’s will….”, and not 

just say “feel better”.  

6. Whoever has a sick person in his household should go to a wise scholar; preferably 

someone who teaches Torah, and ask him to give the sick person a blessing. There is a 

custom taken from the Holy Zohar to say “Mi'Sheberach” for the sick in the synagogues 
when a Torah scroll is taken out, because it brings mercy from the Heavens.   

7. Mi'Sheberach is for people who are sick-ridden, not for people who just have a headache 

or a cold. 

8. The mitzvah should be performed by physically going to visit the sick person; one does not 

fulfill the mitzvah by calling the person by phone or sending him a letter. 

9. When someone is very sick, his name is changed so as to change his bad decree. A new 

name is added and he should be called by the added name and then by his old name. (Yalkut 

Yosef, HaRav Chaim Rabi)  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Who is the Owner of the 

House? 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana, Reuven ben Carmen, Shy ben Ester    

Repentance 
The main aspect of HASHEM’s enormity is 

 that even people who are greatly distanced from 

 Him can always get close to Him, and His name will 

 be appreciated in the Heavens and on Earth. Therefore, 

 a person should never give up and always keep trying to  

get closer to serving HASHEM, even if he feels his bad deeds 

 have distanced him from HASHEM.  On the contrary, this  

person will be the one to elevate HASHEM’s honor even more.   

The people who have the main job in bringing closer the ones 

 who are distant from HASHEM are the righteous of the  

generation. We should know that HASHEM is elevated even by 

 weak people or people with many sins, every time that Israel 

directs themselves to HASHEM, the person and HASHEM are 

elevated. Therefore, it is forbidden for a person to give up  

on HASHEM’s work, even if he committed a very big sin, 

 because HASHEM will never stop loving the person,  

being that there is a chance for him to return to Him.  

True seekers can find good even in the worst of  

the worst and bring them close to 

 HASHEM. 

(Rabbi Nachman of Breslev) 

 

Shabbat Shalom To All IsraelShabbat Shalom To All Israel  

  The man was as rich as Korach. He hid his wealth under some wooden boards under the 

floor of his small store. Every day he would lift the boards, place the money he had gained 

that day in a sack and count his wealth. After completing the inventory, he would spread a 

blanket on top of the boards and fall asleep with his wealth in reach.  This is what he did every 

day.  

 One day, he began to think about his life and his future and asked himself: “When will I get 

married?” He decided he should do something about it, so he went to the local matchmaker 

and asked him to find him a pretty young lady that would be fitting for his wealth. The 

matchmaker thought about the hard task he was given, and said to him “Do you think you’ll be 

able to take your wife to the floor of your store?” The man answered “I won’t just take my 

wife to a house; I’ll take her to a mansion”.  

  The man went to the streets of the town and suddenly found a beautiful mansion. He looked 

at it all around and decided he would buy it- that was the mansion he wanted for his future 

wife. He knocked the door and asked to see the owner of the mansion. The servant let him in 

the mansion. He introduced himself to the host and said “Lately, I have been taking a lot of 

walks, following the orders of my doctor who told me I needed to strengthen my heart. But I 

am very spoiled, and I want to have my things with me, so I need a place to leave them so that 

I could stop by and have them whenever I want. Do you think I could keep them here in your 

mansion?” The man looked at him, and as a good businessman that he was, asked him “And 

how much are you willing to pay?” The man took out one hundred rubles and said “This is how 

much I am willing to pay”. The owner of the mansion told him he did not accept and ended the 

conversation, but the man kept insisting “I have another idea, you can sell me the nail stuck in 

the outside of the wall of your house, and I will be able to hang up my things from it and have 

free access to them whenever I want. I offer you three-hundred rubles for that”, the man 

replied “I accept for six-hundred”, “five-hundred”. They shook hands, the man took form his 

pocket a contract he had prepared and they both singed and he left.  

  Shortly after, the man went to the house and hung up his hat on the nail then he left.  

Afterwards, he came back, took his hat and hung a suit instead. Then he came back again and 

took his suit and hung up a bag and left. He kept hanging up different bags. The host saw what 

the man was doing, and began to doubt about what the man’s true intentions. One day, the 

owner of the mansion came out of his house and smelt a terrible smell.  He went to see the 

other man and said “What is that terrible smell?! What have you been doing in my mansion?!”, 

so the man explained to him what he had been hanging up on his nails: “In the first bag, was 

my cat that died last week, and in the bag that I brought now is my dog that also died”. The 

owner of the mansion got very angry at him, but there was no way of forbidding him to hang 

up his things- after all, they had signed a contract! The smell got worse and worse with the 

days, and the family that lived in the mansion decided to move to the second floor so as not to 

smell what the man had hang up. But it wasn’t enough. They moved one more floor up and one 

more floor up, until the realized the smell was too strong and they had to leave. They ended up 

moving to a different mansion.  

  “If you go out to war against your enemies” Rashi explained, refers to the war against 

the evil inclination. If you think you’re only selling him a little nail stuck on your wall, you’re 

mistaken. You’re giving him the facility to conquer all of your territories. The Sages said in 

Tractate Sukkah (52): “In the beginning It is like a passerby knocking on your door, then he 

becomes a guest at your home, and he will end up becoming the owner of the house!” 


