
Weekdays 
Shaharit Sun & Fri: 8:00am 

Shaharit Mon-Thurs: 8:30am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 5:20 pm 

Arvit: 6:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 
 

 

Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Vaishlach 

 17 Kislev 5773 
Bulletin No. 30 

By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

Keeping your Principles 
In this week's Parasha, Jacob returned to his homeland. There, his brother Esau was waiting to kill him. 
Jacob sought to meet him and make peace. He sent gifts before him in order to find favor in his eyes. He 

also prepared himself for battle, in case Esau would wage war with him. The Beit Yitzchak wrote that 
Jacob definitely preferred to send gifts and make peace rather than to battle, as written in this week's 

reading portion: "I am sending to tell my lord to find favor in your eyes." (Bereshit 32:6) 

As Jacob sent gifts to Esau, he instructed his messengers to say: "Thus said your servant Jacob: I 
have sojourned with Laban, and I have lingered until now." (ibid 32:5) Here Rashi explained '[ גרתיI 

have sojourned]' has the numerical value 613- (613 total mitzvahs). Jacob was telling Esau 'I have 

sojourned with Laban and still kept the 613 mitzvahs, I did not learn from his evil ways'. 
Rashi's commentary is a bit complex; why would Esau be interested in whether Jacob kept all the 

mitzvahs in Laban's home? 

Rabbi Shlomo Levinstein wrote that usually people want to find favor in other's eyes, even to the point 

that are willing to adjust their principles and forsake all they believe in. 

Jacob is teaching us that there are things that we must never forsake. When sending Esau gifts, he 

wanted to relate the message that even though he lived by a wicked person, he had not changed. He 

wanted Esau to know that he was not interested in a war. He was sending the message that he had his 

wealth and he was willing to part from it by sending generous gifts, but that he would not change his 

principles- he would always keep all of the 613 mitzvahs. 

Peace is very important and necessary, but we should never give up on our principles and the mitzvahs- 

otherwise what is achieved would not be real peace, but only a disguise for flatterers.  

The “Shield of David” symbolically represented by the "Star of David" is universally recognized as a Jewish icon. The Star of David is very ancient. It was since discovered in 
archeological excavations from the Bronze Age (beginning in the Middle East in 3,300BCE, about 5,000 years ago!). The Star of David also appeared in the 17th Century (about 

2,700 years ago) in a Judaic seal found in Sidon, as well as in excavations on Gezer, Kfar Nachum, on coins, old synagogues in the land of Israel from Second Temple period.  
A Star of David was even found drawn on a wall in the antiquities of Guido.  In the 6th- 7th Century, Stars of David were found on Jewish tombs and mezuzahs and on tallit's of 

people murdered in the inquisition and also in the amulets of Sages. Around six hundred years ago, the Star of David was used as a symbol by Jewish Congregations, Prague 
being one of the cities to use it. In 1354CE, Prince Charles of Prague decided to honor the Jews of his city by granting them the power to carry a flag with a Star of David in its 

center. By 1800-1899CE, the Star of David was infamously recognized. Even where Jews were unobservant, the Star of David symbolized a unified Jewish nation. During the 

Enlightenment, the Star of David became a symbol of a Modern Judaism, a non-Orthodox Judaism. The Star of David was also used during the Holocaust, when Jews were 
forced to wear a patch on their clothing with a Yellow Star of David and the word "Jew" written in German inside of it. The Star of David was also the symbol of the Jews in 

World War II, when British Prime Minister Winston Churchill used the Star of David as representation for the Jewish brigade. Even the American dollar incorporated a Star of 
David as a tribute by George Washington to the Jew, Haym Solomon.  

"Blessed Are You G-d, the Shield of David"  (Pesachim 117b) 

Bulletin dedicated  
To the Souls of: 

Ilana bat Simcha 
Rest In Peace 

& To the Health of:  
Mordechai ben Simcha, Mordechai ben Milca  
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, a 

medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat  

Candle Lighting: 5:18 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 6:14 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 6:49 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times   www.shoovaisraelspi.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  5:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 3:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  4:50 pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 6:15 pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation  

to our Shabbat Host: Avraham Levi 
 

Don’t Forget!  
In the Diaspora, we begin asking for rain this Tuesday night by praying  

‘Vten tal umatar’ (And give the dew and the rain) in the Amida prayer. 

 

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws on Honoring Rabbis and Torah Scholars 
1. Laws concerning demeanor towards Torah scholars apply even to our times. 

Whoever sees a Torah scholar, ripe in Torah, G-d fearing and teaches Torah to 

Israelites, should honor him even more than his own father. It is a positive 

commandment to rise in the presence of the wise, even if he is not old and even if 

he is not his Rabbi. [Yichve Daat 34:16] 

2. A Torah scholar may forgo his own honor; be it a Great Leader of the Generation 

or a simple Torah scholar. However, he may not permit people to publicly 

disrespect him. 

3. One may ask a Torah scholar to pass or hand him an object or to pass the object 

to someone else, etc. However, one should be careful not to cause him to lose time 

in which he could be studying Torah. 

4. One is allowed to refer to his Rabbi as "HaRav ___ " or "Chacham ___". In any 

case, one should take care to use the title "Rabbi", in order to show respect. 

5. Someone who is sitting in a bus should stand up for a Torah scholar or an old 

man if they come less than two meters near him. And if the sage or the old man is 

around four 'amot' away from him and there is no free seat for him, one should 

give him his seat. He may not sit while the sage or old man is standing. 

6. It is correct to stand up for a pregnant lady if there isn't an available seat on the 

bus, for it is considered an act of kindness. 

7. One should rise before a Torah scholar -even if he is young- as a sign of 

respect. This is a positive commandment of the Torah. 

8. Even if sitting in the synagogue reciting the 'Shema' or 'Psukei D'zimra', one 

should rise before an old man [above seventy years old] or a Torah scholar.  

9. It is a mitzvah to rise before the wife of a Torah scholar and honor her, even 

after her husband has departed. 

10. It is a mitzvah that applies also to women, to rise before a woman that is wise in 

Torah or a woman older than seventy.  This applies especially to those who have 

heard words of Torah from the woman's mouth. (Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Kindness 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

A Test of Faith 
During a crisis of livelihood or health, a person is 

 tested in their response to the event. As all the  

natural reasons fall under and remain, one is left with  

faith alone, and that is what will test a person if he has  

enough faith to hold him together or not. For example: A person  

that is laid off and has enough savings to last him about a year  

won't be worried in the first few months. However, as the months 

 pass, he will grow more and more worried, for at the end of the  

year he will only have Hashem to trust in, and the same applies to a 

person’s health. This is also true in regards to the coming of  

Mashiach. It is easy to believe that one day our nation will be  

redeemed. However, to believe that Mashiach could come any  

day- like today- is very hard. This is one way our faith and beliefs 

 are tested. Our Sages taught that Noah had a weak faith; he  

believed but not very deeply. Noah went into the Ark only after  

he saw the flood was beginning. After he had been busy  

building the Ark for 120 years, he only really believed  

that there would be a flood when he saw the waters  

and only then did he enter the Ark! He was  

clearly lacking faith. 

 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

It was told of the Saba of Kelm that he had a strange dream during the ten days of Repentance. 

In his dream, Rabbeinu Yona of Gironde (author of "The Gates of Repentance) was going to a 

main synagogue of Kelm to give a lecture about Yom Kippur. 

People were very excited about his lecture, for they had studied his book. Who wouldn't go to 
hear this great and special scholar? The shopkeepers closed their shops for the day, the 

grocers put their vegetables away and everyone put on their suits and hats to go to the 

synagogue so as not to miss a word that exited Rabbeinu Yonah's mouth- which could result of 

a great spiritual loss with no remedy.  The Saba also put on his suit and hat and headed to the 
synagogue. He couldn't believe he would be soon hearing one of the greatest men of the 

generation speak- he would undoubtedly be permeated with great wisdom and become inspired 

to achieve complete repentance. The Saba could see from a distance all of the congregants 
gathering at the synagogue to listen to the lecture. As he approached the door, he saw a guard 

standing at the entrance, which stopped him and said: "You're not allowed to enter!" The Saba 

was shocked to hear that and so he asked "Why can't I enter? I am the Saba of Kelm…" "I don't 

care if you are the Saba of Kelm or the Saba of Tokyo, you're not allowed to go inside", answered 
the guard. The guard continued blocking the entrance. The Saba kept trying and he told him "I'm 

sorry, but I'm the Rabbi of this city…the Dean of the Yeshiva", he said humbly. "So what?" 

answered the guard "I teach Torah to all of the people you see here!" "So what?" replied the 
guard again "Listen, all the Torah that there is in this city since the last decade is from me!" The 

guard was very stubborn and the harsh words coming from the Saba's mouth didn't affect him, 
the guard just closed his eyes and refused to believe any of the Rabbi's words. What disrespect! 

Everyone in the city was inside except for the Rabbi- he was the only person who was not given 
the privilege of hearing the words of Rabbeinu Yonah, how humiliating! The Saba kept thinking of 

how to persuade the guard, then he said "Listen, I am the father of Nachum Zeev, known as Velvl, 
he is my son…""What? Really?" said the guard, "Why didn't you tell me before? If you're the 

father of Nachum Zeev, you can definitely enter, no problem, Rabbi." "Thank you" said the Rabbi, 
and he went in. 

At that moment, the Rabbi awoke from his dream. There was no synagogue, no lecture, no 

Rabbeinu Yonah. The Rabbi did not understand what the dream was about, so he went to his son 
and told him "My son, please tell me what you did and explain my dream to me. What have you 

done that they let me in because of your merit?" 
Velvl was amazed; he was being given a sign from above. He said "Maybe, father, it was because 

of a small act of kindness I did to a Jew a few months ago. A few weeks ago, I went to a shoe 
store and saw a pair of fur boots that looked very warm and I really liked. I saved every penny 

for two or three months, I even asked different people to lend me money in order to be able to 
purchase that pair of boots. About two weeks ago, I went and bought the boots and brought them 

home. I put them in my closet and saved them to wear on Shabbat for the first time. That Friday, 
a poor man knocked on my door and asked me for charity. I invited him into my home, sat him 

near the stove and offered him a cup of tea and cookies and was concerned about making him 
feel comfortable. I gave him a few rubbles for the coming days and he thanked me and was 

about to leave. As he opened the door to leave out into the snow, I noticed his feet and realized 

his shoes were all torn and it broke my heart. I told him to wait and ran to my closet to get the 
fur boots I had bought. They fit him perfectly. The man was so happy, as if he was born again, he 

blessed me and went out to the cold weather" The Saba of Kelm kissed his son and told him "My 
son, I have no doubt that you did that act of kindness with a full heart and love towards a son of 

Hashem and that was the act that let me into the speech of RabbeinuYonah..."  


