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Shabbat Zachor 
The Midrash asks (Tanchuma Tetze 9): “Who is Amalek?- A nation that comes like a dog and seizes the soul of 

Jews.” For about dogs it is written “the dogs are greedy and are never satisfied”.  

The mission of Amalek is to bite and kill the Jews, though they are never satisfied with it. Hashem has commanded 

us: “[Therefore,] it will be, when the Lord your G-d grants you respite from all your enemies around [you] 

in the land which the Lord, your G-d, gives to you as an inheritance to possess, that you shall obliterate the 

remembrance of Amalek from beneath the heavens. You shall not forget!” Even after entering the land of 

Israel and after all the wars, the Jews still need to remember Amalek and erase them. About 400 years later, when 

Saul was the first king of Israel, the prophet Samuel commanded him: “So said the Lord of Hosts, 'I remember 

that which Amalek did to Israel, how he lay (wait) for him on the way, when he came up out of Egypt. Now, 

go, and you shall smite Amalek, and you shall utterly destroy all that is his, and you shall not have pity on 

him: you shall slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey...'” (Samuel I, 

verse 15). However, Saul didn’t follow the commandment and he left King Agag and the animals alive. With this 

Amalek wasn't annihilated. About 300 years later, it wasn't clear who Amalek was anymore, though they settled 

near the Jews and other nations in the area of Sardinia. After many years, they decreed “to destroy, kill and 

annihilate all the Jews, including young and old, children and women”. But Hashem saved us from Amalek- the 

Nazi’s, may their names be erased. 

About 2,000 years ago, our sages attested that Amalek are today’s Nazi’s in Tractate Megillah (p. 6) Rabbi Itzchak 

said (quoting Psalms 140:9) “O Lord, do not grant the desires of the wicked; do not let his thoughts succeed, 

for they are constantly haughty.” This is Germany, who wanted to destroy the entire world. It says in the book 

Ish Al Hachomah (p. 108) that when the German sovereign, William, visited Jerusalem in the year 5659, he was 

given great honor and people went out to greet him, but Rabbi Yosef Chaim Zonenfeld did not go and said that 

Maharil Diskin had written, quoting the Gr’’a, that the Germans come from Amalek- and how could we greet someone we are commanded to destroy?! [This was 40 years 

before the Holocaust, and the Gr’’a had stated that Germany was Amalek about 250 years before and many people did not agree with him because Germany was a civilized 

and enlightened nation. Unfortunately, after the Holocaust the truth about Germany was clear]. In the Scroll of Esther there's a clue to the surrender of Germany and the 

hanging of the Nazis- may their names be destroyed. If one pays careful attention to the Scroll of  Esther, in the part where the sons of Haman were hanged, three letters 

are written with a smaller font than the rest: ‘tav’, ‘shin’ and ‘zayin’.  And one letter is written with a larger font, a ‘vav’. 
These letters hint the year 1946  for their numerical values add up to the Jewish year that corresponds. That year was the Nuremberg Trial. In that trial, the 11 -  -תשז''ו 

Nazi heads were given death warrant. In trial it was decided whether they would be shot or hanged, and it was decided to hang them. On the night of October 14-15, ‘Gring’, 

one of the men that was to be hanged, committed suicide by poisoning himself. The other ten men were hanged. The New York Journal wrote: ten Nazi heads were hanged, 
one after the other. They all wanted to die with dignity, so some asked for forgiveness to the world. The only one who stood up and died with his Nazi ideals was Julius 

Shtricher. He yelled loudly “Heil Hitler” as he went up the steps to be given his death warrant. But as he saw the news reporters, he had a surprising reaction, he yelled at 

them “Purim 1946” and was killed. That day was the 21st of Tishrei 5707 [which was HoShana Rabah, about which it's written that on this day our judgment is sealed]. The 
year is hinted in the three small characters where the ten sons are Haman are being named! And the big ’vav’ hints that this took place in the sixth millennium. Strange, why 

would Shtricher yell that? Perhaps he knew that history was repeating itself with the hanging of Haman's ten sons?…. (Tiv Haparasha- Vaishlach, 179) "Thus shall lose all of the 

enemies of G-d." (The Days of Purim in Halacha and Megillah)  
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Blessings to the Elimelech Family 

for their generous sponsorship 

and organization of the upcoming 

Purim Party!  “May Hashem 
reward your actions, and may 

your payment be  full from 
Hashem”... 

Happy Purim! 
The Purim Party will B’H be at Club Chaos at 3pm this 

Sunday.  

Wine, alcoholic beverages, Bar B-Q, music, clowns, 

costumes, and many other activities for the kids. 
Come dressed in costumes and in a spirit of joy!      The Reading of Megilat Ester will take place 

B’H on Motzei Shabbat after Arvit and on 
Sunday after Shacharit, An additional reading 

for women will take place on Sunday at 
10:30am at Menashe Amoyal’s house.   

Riddle of the Week:  
What Halacha did our 

Sages learn from the 

Wicked Haman?   
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Matanot La'evionim ("Gifts to the Poor"): 

1. It's a mitzvah to give gifts to the poor on Purim. Namely, one gift to every 
poor person, but the required is only to two poor people. 

2. One should not be overly strict with his money on Purim; rather he should 

give to all who stretch out their hand. 

3. A person should try to give as much as he can for Matanot La'evionim, which 

is greater than having a finer Purim Meal or giving bigger Mishloach Manot to 

his fellow. Because there is no greater joy than to gladden the hearts of the 
poor, orphans or widows. Whoever gladdens their hearts is as the Shechina 

[Hashem’s Presence] , as it says (Yeshaya 57:15)” To revive the spirit of the 

humble and to revive the heart of the crushed” 

4. A poor who receives money for Matanot La'evionim can do whatever he 

wants with that money, he can buy books or whatever he wants to buy. He is 

not obligated to use the money for the Purim Meal. 

5. The mitzvah of Matanot La'evionim should be done during the day and not at 

night, and preferable following the reading of the Scroll of Ester. 

6. Releasing a poor person from a debt is not considered as having given 
Matanot La'evionim, for he is not physically giving him anything at that moment. 

7. One can give a check to a poor person as Matanot La'evionim. It doesn’t 

matter if the bank opens that day or not, because the poor could potentially 
use the check to buy things. 

8. One may give coins to his emissary to give to the poor on Purim for Matanot 

La'evionim. It's not necessary for the poor to know who the money came from. 

9. If a poor person is given Matanot La'evionim and wants to buy clothing or 

shoes for himself or for his children with that money, he may. Even though the 

money is given so that one can have a proper Purim Feast, one may 
nevertheless use it for whatever one wants. 

10. A G-d fearing person should give generously and with joy, one is rewarded 

for such actions. (Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

True Happiness  

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

Happy Purim 
A generous man and his selfish wife once  

invited a group of poor people to a Purim feast. It was  

noticed that the wife would serve a quarter of chicken to 

each member of the household, but to their poor guests, she  
served a quarter of chicken per four guests. One of them  

immediately stood up and exclaimed: “Gentlemen, let us pray 

 Mincha!”  To which the host replied, “What's your hurry, we haven't  

finished eating and the time is only a quarter to one,” The poor man  
replied with a smile, "A quarter to one on your plate, but on ours it's a 

quarter to four.”… 

---------- 

A man invited a poor guest to his Purim feast. A large bowl of delicious 
dumplings were served on the table, their aroma smelled from afar.   

The guest took one dumpling and said “this is for Hashem, Who is One”. 

 Then he took two and said “these two are for Moses and Aaron”. 
 He took three more and said “these three are for the three  

patriarchs”. He took four and said “these four are for the  

matriarchs”…He took twelve and said “these twelve are 

 for the twelve tribes”… The host looked at his wife  
and said “take the tray away immediately before  

the man decides to  take six hundred  

thousand for  the number 

 of Jews!” 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

The King was sitting in his luxurious palace. But he was very sad in his heart. Despite his 

wealth, he could not find happiness. So one day he decided to go look for the secret of 
happiness. The king changed his clothing to regular ones and changed his appearance so as 

not to be recognized. He went to the market and began asking around if anyone knew a 
happy person. Each person he asked told him to go to a small house in the edge of town. 

‘There lives a very happy man’, the king was told. So he decided to go to the edge of town to 
look for that person. He was surprised to see a very simple and poor man, dressed in old 

rags. The man saw the king and received him with a happy appearance. ‘People say you are 
a very happy person’ said the king ‘but how could it be? You are very poor?’ ‘No,’ replied the 

man ‘I am rich and wealthy. I have all I need. Every day I make a copper coin by my work in 
repairing broken vessels that people bring me, then I buy whatever I need for that day’. 

The king went back to his palace and decided to test the man. He passed a law that from that 
day on it would be forbidden to make repairs with private people, and repairs could only be 

made by people appointed by the king. After a couple of days, the king, again dressed in 
simple clothing, went to see the poor man. The man received the king with a happy 

appearance once again. The king asked the man ‘I heard the king forbade private craftsmen 
to make repairs. How are you still so happy? What do you live from?’ So the man replied 

‘since the new law, I began to take care of children while their parents work, and I gain a 
copper coin from than’. The next day there was a new law which forbade people to leave 
their children in care of people who are not their relatives. The king went to visit the poor 

man again, but the man was as happy as always he said ‘I found an option that the king 
cannot forbid me to do: I joined the army. And I receive a copper coin every day’. The king 

went back to his palace and ordered the military minister to make a change in the payment 
and pay them two copper coins every two days instead of one copper coin a day. The king 

went to the poor man again and saw he was still very happy. He asked him how he had 
solved the new problem. ‘I found a solution. The army gave me a sword. So the on the days I 

don’t get paid, I borrow one copper coin and give my sword as collateral for it and the days I 
get paid, I get my sword back and pay back the coin I owed. ‘How does your commander 

permit such?’ asked the king, and the poor man answered ‘the commander doesn’t know 
because I only give as a collateral the copper blade and keep the wooden handle, which is all 

that can be seen when the sword is kept.’ So the king decided to call all the soldiers and 
choose one to kill a prisoner who was given a death warrant. The king went around all the 

soldiers and acted as if he was choosing who was going to kill the man. But he was really 
searching for the poor man. Everyone knew that whoever was caught without his sword 

would be given a death warrant. The king found the poor man and said ‘I choose you to kill 
the man’. But the poor man answered ‘My king, I can't kill him, I've never injured anyone. 

Please name someone else to kill him.’ But the king would not accept. The man kept trying to 
persuade the king, so he said ‘I will give leave the choice to Hashem, the King of Kings. If He 

feels that I must kill that man, then my sword shall come out of its sheath and kill him.  If 
not, I pray that Hashem perform a miracle and cause my sword to disappear!’ Upon saying 
that, the poor man removed his sword from its sheath and miraculously the blade was 

missing. So he said: ‘Wow!   A miracle! My sword has disappeared!’ After saying that, the 
king went to the man and told him it was him who had visited him and said ‘I appoint you as 

my advisor, for you are clever and always seem to find solutions to your problems’. 


