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“And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them”  
(Mishpatim 21:1) 

The Torah is full of mitzvahs.  There are mitzvahs of which we think we understand their rational, such as 

the prohibition of killing people, stealing, honoring one’s parents, etc. There are mitzvahs that we don’t have 

the merit of understanding right away, such as the laws of Shabbat, the prohibition of eating non-kosher 

animals, tefillin, circumcision, etc. Some mitzvahs require long hours of learning until they could be 

understood, and there are those that we will never be able to understand, as it is written: “The hidden 

things belong to the Lord, our G-d, but the revealed things apply to us and to our children forever: 

that we must fulfill all the words of this Torah.” (Devarim 29:28). But the truth is that we don't really 

understand any mitzvah to its full depth, our reasons for the mitzvahs simply give us the feeling that we are 

doing something logical. The mitzvahs were commanded to us by The Creator and by ourselves, and the 

importance and significance of the mitzvahs are so deep that we cannot really understand them because 

the human mind and our reasoning are limited.  Therefore, every mitzvah in the Torah is Divine and deep 

and should see it as a decree that we simply need to follow, even though we do not understand what is 

behind it, we just need to do it because Hashem said so. 

It is written in Sifra (Parashat Kedoshim, 10) that a person should not say that he wouldn't like to eat pork; 

rather he should say that he would like to eat it but he does not do it because his Father in Heaven said not 

to do so.  We learn from what our sages said here that we should not say that we do not eat pork because 

it is not healthy or because we don't like it- those are only reasons that we have in our mind. We should just 

refrain from eating it because of the fact that our Father in Heaven commanded us and we do as He wishes. 

We should learn to think this way about all the mitzvahs, including those we are able to understand and 

those we are not. We should show Hashem our will of doing mitzvahs, even though we are incapable of 

understanding their deep meaning. 

 

Rabbi Yehoshua said- "so said Hashem -because I gave you many commandments, I will give you more reward and I warn you to do all the mitzvahs because the mitzvahs 

are your lives, as it says 'whoever obeys the commandments shall know no evil' (Kohelet 8:5)." Therefore, every commandment in this Parasha: committing murder, 

damaging another person's bull, damaging another person's property- all of these prohibitions have a punishment on one side and a reward on the other. 

It's like a king who built two roads, one full of thorns and thistles and the other full of pleasant aromas and the one who goes through the wrong way gets hurt by the thorns 
and the those who go through the right way, enjoy the pleasant aromas. 

Hashem did the same; He gave us two ways to follow: one for the righteous and one for the sinners. Someone who does not have the eyes to see, goes through the way of the 
sinners and suffers, such as 'Bilam', who was consumed from the world and 'Doeg' and 'Achitofel' and 'Gechazi', who were taken out of this world empty-handed. But it says 

about the righteous, "He who walks innocently is righteous; fortunate are his sons after him" (Mishlei 20:7). Hashem said to Israel "And these are the ordinances".  
The Assembly of the Great Sages, who composed the Amidah prayer, decided we should ask every day: ' Restore our judges as in former times and our counselors as at the 

beginning; and remove from us sorrow and sighing. Reign over us, You alone, O Hashem, with loving-kindness and compassion, and clear us in judgment. Blessed are You, 

Hashem, the King who loves righteousness and justice.' (Taamei Haminhagim Inyanei Tefillah Beshem Shibolei Haleket) (Pri Chanan) 

"Whoever obeys the commandments shall know no evil" (Kohelet 8:5) 
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Riddle of the Week: 
From where do we learn that 

Hashem does not deprive any 

creature of payment?  

Last Week’s Riddle: 
What treasure is favored by The King of Kings, Our 

Blessed Lord ? 

Answer: “And you will be for Me as a Segula among all 

the nations”  Rashi comments:  Segula is a favored 

treasure, just as you’ll be for me a Segula (favored 

treasure) among all the nations.  
B’H, This Sunday after Arvit there will be a 

Community Rosh Chodesh meal at the Synagogue. 
All are welcome! 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Parashat Shekalim: 
1. Two Torah Scrolls are taken out on the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Adar 

[or on Rosh Chodesh itself when it falls on Shabbat]. 

2. Or sages said: it’s known that in the future Haman will charge taxes from 

Israel, as it says: "and I will weigh out ten thousand silver talents into the 

hands of those who perform the work"- so we preceded and gave our 

shekalim to our own causes. Therefore, we read Parashat Shekalim on this 

Shabbat. 

3. We read the Haftarah "Vaychrot Yehoyada" that speaks of the shekalim, as 

it says: the people prepared the money. 

4. Some people have the custom to have a young child go up to read the Maftir 

in the parashot of Shekalim and HaChodesh. This custom can be followed as 

long as the child knows Who he is praying to and is at least six years old. 

5. If the congregation forgot and they did not read Parasha Shekalim, even if 

they remembered after Mussaf, they should still take out a Torah Scroll and 

read Parashat Shekalim with the proper blessings before and after reading. 

6. If they forgot and only remembered at Mincha on that Shabbat, it's best to 

refrain from reading it. 

7. If the person who read the Maftir made a mistake and began reading the 

parasha's Haftarah after reading Parashat Shekalim instead of the Haftarah of 

Parashat Shekalim; if he remembered in the middle of the Haftarah, he should 

stop and read the Haftarah 'Vaychrot Yehoyada' with the blessings of Haftarah 

after it. He does not need to repeat the blessings of Haftarah before beginning 

'Vaychrot Yehoyada'. 

8. On Shabbat Shekalim, two Torah Scrolls are removed from the Ark. If during 

the reading of the week's Parasha, a mistake is discovered in the Torah Scroll, 

the other Scroll can be read instead and it can also be used for Parashat Ki 

Tisa (where Parashat Shekalim is), because the Parashot are not far from 

each other and there is no need to take out a third Torah Scroll. 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

The Maharsha  
(Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer Eidels) 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

The First of the Month Adar  
It is written that when Adar begins we  

increase our joy. And whoever has a pending 

 judgment with a non-Jew, he should do it this 

 month because Adar is a good month for Israel. 

The Machtam wrote in his book that the joy that's  

described in the month of Adar doesn't come from  

eating or drinking, rather it come from making the poor 

happy and from the pleasure that comes from fulfilling 

mitzvahs. It says in the book Derech Sicha that the joy 

begins from the second day of Rosh Chodesh, because  

the first day of Rosh Chodesh is not the month of Adar  

yet. If a person has a celebration or a celebration of 

finishing a tractate of the Talmud, he should do it in 
 the month of Adar and if he doesn't have one,  

he should drink some wine so as to  

celebrate the beginning of the 

 month. 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

Before the Maharsha, Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer Eidels, served as Chief Rabbi of Austria, he served as a 

Rabbi of a small city in Austria.  State law required that all of the rabbis periodically report to The 

Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Matam, to receive his counsel. 

After serving as a Rabbi for a long time, Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer had still not gone to Rabbi Matam, 

because he thought to himself: "The Rabbi is surely a great Torah scholar and I don't want to disturb 

his learning ". However, Rabbi Matam noticed that Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer had never gone to him and 

decided to go to him and ask him why he hadn't come. 

When the Rabbi arrived to the city, he was received by the people with respect, but surprisingly, the 

Maharsha did not show up. 

The Rabbi tried to judge him favorably and thought: "He is probably very busy and involved with his 

learning and cannot come; I will go and meet him at his House of Study". 

The Maharsha was sitting with his students and learning with them and they were surprised as they 

saw the Rabbi go in to their House of Study. The students looked to see what the Maharsha's 

reaction would be as he saw the Rabbi, but the Maharsha did not even look at him. Suddenly, a very 

good looking boy ran into the House of Study and the Maharsha surprisingly stood up for him and 

began talking to him for quite some time. 

The Rabbi could not hold himself back anymore and said to him: "All this time I thought you hadn’t 

come to me because you didn't want to stop learning, but now I see you give honor to a young boy 

and you ignore me". As the Rabbi finished pouring his anger towards the Maharsha, Rabbi Shmuel 

Eliezer opened his holy mouth and said to him: "You should know that I stopped my learning for a 

good reason, and as a proof I am telling you that in two hours that young boy is going to be killed!" 

The Rabbi was furious and did not believe on what the Maharsha had said. He hurried towards where 

the young boy was going and thought to himself 'in two hours I will come to the House of Study and I 

will prove everyone that Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer is wrong'. The man followed the boy for those two 

hours, and as the Rabbi looked at his watch he was pleased to notice how the two hours were about 

to end and nothing had happened. Suddenly, a man who was hunting ducks passed by them and fired. 

What happened in that moment caused Rabbi Matam to rub his eyes unbelievingly and say: 'is this 

real or is it a dream?'- the hunter had mistakenly missed his goal and the bullet had hit the boy's 

heart, causing him to fall dead to the ground…the Rabbi looked at his watched and noticed it had 

been exactly two hours after! He ran agitated to the House of Study. The Maharsha told him: "In a 

short time there will be another casualty in the city". 

Rabbi Matam had still recovered from what had just occured when a group of people entered the 

House of Study talking about a man that was found dead near the exit of the city. The Rabbi could not 

believe what he was hearing and asked the Maharsha to explain to him the mystery of the two 

murders. "The young man" began explaining the Maharsha "was the reincarnation of Achab, King of 

Israel, which is why I gave him the respect he deserved. And because Achab was killed by Yoreh, as 

it says in Kings I (22:34), "A man drew his bow innocently and hit the King of Israel between the 

scales and the coat of mail", thus his life ended in the same way". The Maharsha continued 

explaining in the ears of the Rabbi Matam: "the person who killed the young boy was designated even 

before the boy had been born and was waiting outside of the city to fulfill his task.  "But you" the 

Maharsha lifted his voice as he continued "you got involved and because of that a different person 

was killed instead. And you need to correct your act of causing a person to be killed!" 

The Rabbi fell of the Maharsha's feet and begged him: "please show me how to repent!" So Rabbi 

Shmuel Eliezer answered "you can only repent by taking off the crown of Chief Rabbi that was given 

to you by the government and become a coachman". And so he did, he left his high position and 

began working as a coachman in order for his sin to be absolved. 

(This story appears in the booklet of the Chevra Kadisha of Austria in Ukraine and Rabbi Nachman of 

Breslov publicized it after he went to visit the city) 


