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And it Was on the Eighth Day 
The number seven appears in many parts of the Torah as it relates to many of our mitzvahs. So why 

is it that the number eight is mentioned this time? 

Rabbeinu Yona wrote that the number seven has to do with many mitzvahs, such as: Shabbat, the 

Sabbatical year, the Jubilee year, the days of Passover, the days of Sukkot and the Four Species (one 

Etrog, one Lulav, three Hadassim and two Aravot add up to seven), also the days of mourning and the 

days of rejoicing for a bride and groom, the seven days of the creation, and so on. 

The number seven not only relates to the mitzvahs of the Torah but also has to do with this world, 

such as: the seven days of the week, the seven musical notes and the seven planets of the solar 

system. 

The number seven, which relates to the mitzvahs, symbolizes this world, because the world was 

created according to the Torah, as it says in Midrash Mishlei (chapter 9) on the verse “Wisdom has 

built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars.” (9:1). ‘Wisdom’ refers to the Torah, from which 

the seven worlds were built. 

However, the number eight is above the creations. Just like the number seven symbolizes nature, the 

number eight symbolizes what lies beyond nature. 

The number eight symbolizes Hashem, Who is above all and everything happens under Him. 

The Midrash Yalkut Shimoni writes that Moses used the word “ ) ”אז then) to praise Hashem, as it 

says: “Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord” (Shemot 15:1). 
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The Kli Yakar wrote that the word “ ” אז teaches us about Hashem’s behavior. The letter ‘ ’ א is the number one- which refers to Hashem and His 

Oneness and the letter ‘ ’ ז is seven- for the seven planets of the solar system and all the other creations. 

Moses shows us by using the word “ ” אז that Hashem is One and that He reigns over His creations, which is the seven. 

And that is why Shabbat is the seventh day but the circumcision is on the eighth day- because it lies at a higher level than nature. 

On the other hand, in regards to the Temple, which is the House of Hashem, the number eight is seen many times. The altar was inaugurated on the 

eighth day, the sacrifices can only be offered after the eighth day, the High Priest wears eight garments, the spices used in the incense were eight, and 

there were eight different tunes sang by the Levi's. 

Our sages taught us in Tractate Arachin that the violin that will be used in the days of the Messiah will have eight chords. What it really means is that 

now that we have Hashem’s supervision, we only have seven musical notes. But in the times of Messiah, we will have an even higher level of supervision 

and we will have eight chords, which will give us a higher potential and the ability to produce a kind of music that we do not have today- a much higher 

level. 

As the prophet Isaiah said in relation to the days of Messiah (11:9) “The land shall be full of knowledge of the Lord as water covers the sea bed.”  

 

Reminder to recite the blessing 

of the [fruit] trees! 
For those who have not yet blessed, It 

is best to recite the blessing before 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar. (this Wednesday)  

B'H 
This Wednesday after the Arvit 

prayers, there will be a Rosh 

Chodesh Iyar festive meal in the 

Synagogue! 
All invited!  

Shabbat Blessing 

The New Moon for the Month of Iyar:  Thursday night 

At 7 pm, 5 minutes, 15 parts    
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Counting the Omer:  

1. On Motzei Shabbat (Saturday night) the Omer is counted before Havdalah. The 

Omer is also counted before Havdalah when the last day of Passover falls on Motzei 

Shabbat. 

2. When counting the Omer, the following blessing is said: “Baruch Ata….Asher 

kideshanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu al Sefirat haOmer”. If a person did not say the 

blessing, he has nonetheless fulfilled his obligation. 

3. The counting of the Omer must be done in a language that the person 

understands. If a person does not understand Hebrew and still makes the counting 

in Hebrew, he has not fulfill his obligation. The person should repeat the counting 

without saying the blessing. 

4. One should say “LaOmer” and not “BaOmer”. And after the seventh day, one 

should include the weeks in his counting. 

5. Women are exempt from the mitzvah of the counting of the Omer because it is 

time limited. They may count without a blessing if they wish to do so, but they 

shouldn't say the blessing because they would be saying a blessing in vain. 

According to the kaballah, women should not count even without a blessing. 

6. It is a mitzvah to teach one’s child to count the Omer every day. Some teach 

them with its blessing. A child who forgot to count one day is allowed to continue 

counting the Omer so that he gets used to counting when he grows up. 

7. One should stand when counting the Omer. If a person forgot to stand up, he has 

still fulfilled his obligation. 

8. An old or sick person may count the Omer while sitting if it is hard for him to 

stand. 

9. Every person should count the Omer himself. But if the Chazan had the intention 

to count for the people and the person had the intention of fulfilling his counting 

through the Chazan, then he has fulfilled his obligation by simply hearing it.  

10. Some communities have the custom to read Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our Fathers) 

between Mincha and Arvit on the days of the Omer. (Yalkut Yosef) 
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The Power of Habituation 
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Make a Fence for the  

Torah (Avot 1:1) 

Rabbi Yechezkel Levinstein wrote that it is our  

obligation to build fences and safeguards so as not to 
 stumble and sin. A person should not be so confident  

that he'll be able to escape easily from sin, because the 
 evil inclination throws his arrows from afar. Therefore, by 

 being careful not to stumble upon acts that are not the  
actual sin itself, one will be able to escape the evil  

inclination’s stratagems. 

The Gaon Rabbi Yehuda Tzadkah wrote that when an 
unidentified object is found in the street, the police are called 

 and people are not allowed to come near it until the object 
 is destroyed because it may be a bomb. The barrier set  

around the unidentified object is dozens of meters away  
from it because in case it is a bomb, someone could  

get harmed if he is near it. The same is done with  

sins. Our sages established certain barriers 
 so as to protect us from coming  

close to sin. 
(Avot Israel)  

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

The aromas and scents that came out from the store attracted many of its customers like 

bees to nectar. 
The store brought in very high profit; its customers were distinguished men and women who 

knew that this store offered the best of the best.  The owner was confident that he would be 
successful as long as he had this store. 

One morning, as the owner walked to his store, he realized something was wrong. He 
smelled a wretched smell from a block away his store. Instead of the usual aroma of the 

Jasmine, Daffodil and Orange Blossom- he smelled a strong odor that was quickly spread 
through the streets. 

As he arrived to his store he realized where the problem was. Right next door to him a 
leather factory opened. 

When the man arrived at his store, he complained about the smell and how he could not 
work under those conditions. But only after a few hours he realized that his problem was 

not only that the unpleasant smell, but also that he was going to lose his customers. 
He complained, raged and did all he could to get the factory to leave. But the owner of the 

factory was in his right and was not interested in the damage he was causing the man next 
door. 

The man went back to his store and had time to tidy up his store and his storage rooms. He 
had no clients, because who would enter a scent store that smelled like leather? 
After a few days of no clients and no sales, the owner of the store decided to leave. He put 

up a sign on the door that said ‘For Sale’. 
Not one minute passed and the owner of the leather factory approached the man and told 

him “I have a suggestion for you. Let’s become partners. We can break the wall between us 
and work together to produce more leather”. The owner of the scent store was not willing to 

make a decision at that moment, so he told him “let me think about it” and went home. 
After a few days of no response and having nobody interested in buying his store, the owner 

of the store went to the owner of the factory, shook his hand and said “deal”. 
They threw down the wall between them and began to process more leather. 

The first day was very hard for the new partner, the smell was terribly unpleasant, his head 
ached and he just couldn't stand it. 

The second day, he did not enjoy the smell, but he began to get used to it. 
The third day the smell only bothered him a little. 

The fourth day he still thought the smell was unpleasant, but it did not bother him. 
By the fifth day, he even began to like the smell, just like he liked the aromas of his first 

store. 
The two men were very successful and were able to produce a lot of money with their 

factory. 
After many years, the wife of the man who had the scent factory suggested him to reopen 

his scent store downtown, since he already had enough money for it. 
But the man who once couldn't smell anything else turned to her in disgust and said “I can’t 
stand those people that use all sorts of perfume scents instead of just breathing simple 

air…” 
Be careful. If we are not cautious enough, we can end up getting used to and liking the worst 

evil, [just like this man now loved the worst scent]. (Shalom Laam)  


