
Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:30 pm 

Arvit: 8:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Ki Tavo 
 21 Elul 5772 

Bulletin No. 19 
By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

“Give Him from His own, for you and all that you own are His”  
(Pirkei Avot 3:7)  

“That you shall take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you will bring from your land…” (Devarim 26:2) 

Before the destruction of the Temple, whoever had a field in which one of the seven species of the land was planted 

(wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, dates), he was to tie a red string around the first of its fruits.  This 

way he would be able to identify the first fruits when they were mature enough and he would take them to the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  Our first grains, wine and oil also had to be separated and taken to the Kohen as a gift.  As well as the first 

of our fleece (whoever had sheep and sheared them for their wool), a portion of our dough (hafrashat challah), the 

firstborn of our livestock and our first born male whom we redeem instead (Pidion Haben). The question one may ask 
himself is: Why does HASHEM want specifically our first produce? Anyone can understand that the Creator of the world 

does not need the simple things that we bring to Him, as it is written in Psalms (50:9-13) “I will not take from your 

household a bull, from your pens any goats. For all the beasts of the forest are Mine, the beasts of a thousand 

mountains. I know all the fowl of the mountains […] If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world and its 

fullness are Mine. Will I eat the flesh of bulls or do I drink the blood of he-goats?” Therefore, it is clear that what 

we present to HASHEM is for our benefit.  It says in Pirkei Avot (3:7) “Rabbi Eleazar, a man of Bartota says: Give Him 

from His own, for you and all that you own are His. And so concerning David it says: From You is everything and 

from Your hand have we given to you (Divrei Hayamim 1:29).” We know that everything that we own is truly HASHEM’s 
and that a person is always more attached to his first yields. For example, if someone has a field, he will be happier 

when his first fruit grow, more than with any other fruit that will grow afterwards. The same applies when having 

children; parents usually feel more connected to their firstborn than the rest of their children. Also one who creates an 
invention will always keep the first one he made. Therefore, HASHEM commanded us to give specifically of our first 

produce, because we are connected to them the most. With this we are able to acknowledge that all that we have is 

HASHEM's.  He commanded us to give Him our first fruit (Bikurim), our ‘first piece of’ bread (Challah), our firstborn 
animal, the first fleece and even our firstborn son, which we need to ‘redeem’. This is in order to show us that HASHEM 

is the One that gives us all that we have. As the verse states “Rabbi Eleazar, a man of Bartota says: Give Him from 

His own, for you and all that you own are His”. 

The miraculous existence of a Jewish nation despite the inhumane tragedies that we have endured throughout history has left Jews and non-Jews 
alike in complete astonishment.  It is of special interest to see the events that are predicted in this week's Parasha that have occurred throughout 
history.  For instance, in this week’s Torah portion (28:65), the verse states: “And among those nations you will not be calm, nor will your foot find 
rest”. Likewise, when Noah sent out the dove from the ark, the Torah uses the same words (Bereshit 8:9) “But the dove found no resting place for the 
sole of it’s foot, so it returned to him to the ark”. Our Sages wrote in the Midrash (Bereshit Rabah 33:6) that if the dove would have found a resting place, 
it would not have returned to the ark. In Lamentations, when describing the exile of the Jewish Nation, we see a similar expression: (1:3) “She sat 
between the nations and could not find a resting place”. There, our Sages explain that if the Jewish Nation would have found a place to rest 
amongst other nations, they would never have returned to the Promised Land.  We can apply the Sages' explanation to this week's Parasha: “And 
among those nations, you will not be calm, nor will your foot find rest”, and we can honestly ask ourselves; would we have returned if we had found 
a resting place? We should learn from here that this curse is really a blessing! The persecutions, decrees against us and the pogroms, they have 
saved us from complete assimilation and have kept us united as one nation.  These forced segregations aided in keeping us together physically and 
spiritually with our nation, even those who wished to flee from their fate.  -Noam Shiach 

The Blessing deep within the Curse   

Bulletin dedicated  
To the souls of: 

Ilana bat Simcha, Avraham Asraf ben Sarah 
Rest In Peace 

& To the health of: 

Israel Amram ben Rachel, Avraham ben Simcha 

Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 
 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Candle Lighting: 7:23 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 8:14 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 8:51 pm 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times:        shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:00 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 5:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:00pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 8:15pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation 
to our Shabbat Host: 

Ze’ev Tefel 

 With a l l  s incere apprec iat ion 
to a l l  who gave generous ly  to 

the  Synagogue  
 

In Honor of Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur  we are collecting 
tzedakah for families in Israel 

In honor of the New Year 
Kehilat ‘Shoova Israel’  
is currently distributing 

community calendars to all 
interested! 

For details call 956-455-4917  

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Hospitality Toward Guests at a Meal: 

1. When someone has guests in his home, he should honor them and treat them with 

delight and receive them with a pleased demeanor. He should not feel inadequate for 

what he has to offer his guests; rather he should be happy for being able to fulfill 

such a great and important mitzvah. 

2. If someone is a miser and knows that it will be hard for him to see others eating 

at his table, it is best for him to refrain from having guests. For, if they eat at his 

table, they may end up [feeling] harmed because of him. 

3. When a person has guests over on Shabbat, he should preferably pour the wine 

from Kiddush into different cups in order to serve to each of his guests. He should 
refrain from making everyone drink from the same cup, because some people are 

disgusted by passing the same cup from mouth to mouth. 

4. One should not have a guest be the one to say the "Hamotzi" blessing and 

distribute the bread pieces; he might feel ashamed in passing large pieces of bread. 

Therefore, the host should distribute the bread pieces so that he gives generously to 

everybody. According to some opinions, if one is hosting his parents or in-laws, he 

can give them the honor of saying the blessing of “Hamotzi”. 
5. A person with a bandage or an ugly wound on his hand should refrain from 

distributing the bread to his guests because they may be repulsed by the bread that 

he touches with his hand. In such a case, he should ask someone to do it for him. 
6. After the host cuts and tastes from the bread, he should then pass his wife a 

piece. Even when one of the guests is an important person, such as the host’s father 

or in-law, he should give to his wife first [and there is a kabbalistic reason for this]. 

If the host feels that his guest may be offended, he should give both to his wife and 
his guest at the same time. 

7. The host should cut enough bread to last throughout the meal and serve his 

guests food and refreshments with generosity. Since guests may be shy about taking 
food from the table, the host should keep an eye out and make certain that his 

guests have received plenty and are not lacking anything. 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

A Nutcracker for Hammering 

a Nail 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin 

Parashat Ki Tavo 
It says in Tractate Megillah (p. 31): Why did  

Ezra the Scribe rule that Parashat Ki Tavoh, 

 which contains the curses, should be read on the  

Shabbat preceding Rosh Hashanah? Abaye said: So that 

the year and its curses end and a new year can begin with 

 its blessings.  The other commenters wrote that we end in  

a different Parasha so as not to have the curses tied with 

 The New Year. 

Selichot for Ashkenaz 
This Sunday, Ashkenazim begin reciting Selichot.  The ‘Eliah  

Rabah’ wrote that this is due to the obligation to inspect our 

Sacrifices for defects four days before they are to be offered.  

In addition, it says about Rosh Hashanah: “and you shall make 

 an Olah" (a type of sacrifice); to teach us that on Rosh 

 Hashanah it is as if the person is offering himself as a  

sacrifice. Therefore, on the days preceding Rosh  

Hashanah, a person should check himself for  

spiritual defects and repent for any  

wrongdoings. 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

  Have you even used a nutcracker for hammering a nail? Perhaps it isn't the perfect match.  

What about using a washing machine as a table? Or a laptop as a tray or a telephone as a 

door stopper? Sound a bit odd? 

Once, a group of anthropologists were sent to do big research on a group of tribes in some 

African villages. They took detailed notes on how the different tribes behaved and tried to 

scrutinize every aspect of their lives; their personal lives, their mates and societies. On the 

other hand, the members of the tribes were allowed to explore the ‘bewitched’ tools that the 

investigators used. They saw how their cameras worked, how the lighting of their tents looked 

like, their very powerful projectors that used electric generators. They were also shown how 

the investigator’s writing instruments worked and the small screens that filled up when the 

investigators would quickly press the buttons. They were fascinated. 

After the investigators finished their work, they wanted to thank the tribe members for their 

cooperation and leave them something that would remind the tribes of them. They left them 

the small refrigerator that they used to keep their food that would have otherwise spoiled 

very quickly with Africa’s hot weather. They also left them the generator with great quantities 

of fuel. They were sure that the head of the tribe would be very thankful and would put their 

gift to good use. They humbly placed the refrigerator next to the chief of the tribes, said some 

words of gratitude for their cooperation and said goodbye, promising to return to visit.  

After a year, they returned. They were happy to see they refrigerator was still in the chief's 

tent. He showed it to them with pride, but when they saw it being used to keep his personal 

items they could not believe it! And meanwhile, the meat was quickly spoiling in the kitchen… 

This story comes to illustrate what happens when we use our tools in an unfitting way. When 

doing so, we sacrifice a very big potential for a pleasure that is not justified. This concept is 

alluded to in this week’s Parasha.  Toward the end of it is a the verse: “And HASHEM did not 

give you a heart to know, eyes to see, ears to listen until this day”. 

Rabbi Yonatan ben Uziel gives a very deep explanation to the verse. He adds the word “but” 

between then lines- “And the Creator didn’t give the heart, but to know him…and it is not 

worth it to have an inclination toward other things…” The same with the role of our eyes and 

ears, they were given for a purpose and need, and they should be used fittingly. 


