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Sacrifices and Repentance 
The book of Vayikra is refered to as “Torat Kohanim” by our sages because it mostly discusses laws pertaining 
to Kohanim and the sacrifices in the Temple, as well as explanations on the types of sacrifices that were offered. 

There were three kinds of sacrifices: 1.) Zevachim- sacrifices of animals, cattle or birds. 2.) Menachot- sacrifices 
of plants, wheat flour, barley or semolina. 3.) Nesachim- sacrifices of liquids such as wine, oil or water. 

One may ask how it's possible that offering a sacrifice could atone for one’s sins, for 
Hashem doesn't need any gifts or bribes from us. 

The Maggid of Dubna compares this to the following story. A shepherd went out from the city with his sheep, near 

the estate of a very wealthy man and his sheep. The estate was surrounded by beautiful plants and flowers. The 
sheep began to eat and destroy all of the rich man’s plants and caused great damage. When the rich man looked 

out his window and saw what was occurring, he became very angry and sent his servants to expel the shepherd 
from his garden. The shepherd admitted his mistake and left. After some time, the shepherd realized he didn't 

know how to correct his mistake. His friends advised him to give the rich man a gift and ask his forgiveness. So 
the shepherd got a small gift for the rich man and went to the estate, but the servants informed him that the rich 

man wasn't home. So the man decided to leave him the present on his table. When the rich man returned home, he 
saw the present and asked who it was from. His servants told him it was from the shepherd whose sheep 

destroyed his plants. The rich man became very angry on the shepherd, being that he had not asked him for 
forgiveness or paid for the damage caused. How dare he think that such a small present would correct what he's 

done? 
We learn from this story that if we bring a sacrifice without repenting for our sins, the sacrifice is of no value. 

As it says in Psalms (50: 9-15): “I will not take from your household a bull, from your pens any goats… If I 

were hungry I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are Mine. Will I eat the flesh of bulls or do I 

drink the blood of he-goats? Slaughter for G-d a confession and pay the Most High your vows. And call to 

Me on a day of distress; I will rescue you and you will honor Me.” 
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Riddle of the Week: 
Why is the ‘Alef’ in “Vayikra” 

written smaller than the other 

letters? 

The Gemara in Tractate Yoma (p. 38) states that G-d caused a miracle to Nikanor, with his doors. So what were these miracles? 

When Nikanor traveled with two beautiful copper doors from Alexandria to Egypt, there was a very strong torrent that was on the verge of sinking his ship. The passengers 

on the ship decided to throw one of the doors into the sea, without asking him.  But the ship was still in danger of sinking. When Nikanor realized that the ship's passengers 

wanted to discard the second door as well, he clenched onto the door and exclaimed that they would have to throw him over together with the door. They didn't discard the 
second door and soon the situation was resolved, the torrent stopped and the ship out of danger. 

Nikanor was very sad about the door that was thrown overboard, but as he arrived to shore, he was very surprised to see that the first door had washed onto the shore. 

These doors were used in the Holy Temple. And though all the doors of the Temple were later changed to golden gates, Nikanor's doors were not. For because of the doors 
we learn about Nikanor's devotion and the miracle that occurred to him.  After the first door was thrown into the sea, Nikanor didn't give up. He could have thrown over the 

second door, being that the first was already lost anyway. The two doors had to be used together, so why didn’t Nikanor want to throw over the second door? 
He thought: I will give my life in order to save the second door. He felt his life wasn't worthwhile without the mitzvah of donating the doors to the temple. 

Because of that devotion, Hashem caused a miracle for all of the ship's passengers and saved them along with the first door. (Tiferet Israel) 

Kimcha D'Pischa! 
( Passover Food-drive)  

In honor of Passover, we have begun to collect 

donations in order to purchase baskets of food 

for needy families in Israel.   

Blessings, abundance and success to you all. 

May the Almighty send blessings from above. 

Announcement   
This upcoming week you can purchase Matzot, cookies and 

kosher for passover food items.  Supplies are limited.  
For details and orders call Irit at 956-908-3120 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Koshering Kitchenware: 

1. One may not use kitchenware that one used for leavened bread 

during Passover without making them 'fit to be used' during 

Passover. The way to do depends on how it was used. 

2. This relies on how it is used the majority of the time. If the 

kitchenware was used with a sauce, one should perform 

'Hagala’ (boiling). If it was used with dry food, then it needs 

‘Libun’ (torch flame). 

3. Kitchenware that was barely used with leavened bread products 

also needs to be made fit for Passover. For instance, if a knife was 
used to cut bread, pizza or any other food that contained leavened 

bread, it cannot be used on Passover without previously performing 

the appropriate process. 

4. Skewers or other grill utensils need to go through the process of 
‘Libun’. During that process, one burns them until sparks of bounce 

off of them. 

5. A tray in which bread is baked also needs to be made fit for 

Passover through ‘Libun’. If one can't do this, the tray should not be 
used during Passover. 

6. An electric oven needs to be first cleaned thoroughly. Then, one 

should not use it for 24 hours. Finally, one should turn on the oven 
the highest temperature possible for about an hour. 

7. A dishwasher that uses hot water needs to be cleaned thoroughly 

with strong cleaning products. Then, one should run it through an 

empty cycle with hot water and strong cleaning products.  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Soul and Substance 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

The month of Nisan 
The Righteous Shl’’a wrote: it is good 

 practice during the month of Nisan, to read daily 

 the section of the Torah that writes about the  
offering of the leader of the tribe that corresponds to  

each day. This is because each leader had his deep 
 secrets that helped bring spirituality down to our world. 

On the 13th of Nisan, we read a section of Parashat 
 Behaalotcha that corresponds to the tribe of Levi. 

It is a good custom to give 3 “prutot” (a monetary value) for 
charity in honor of any deceased relative after the reading of 

each section of the leaders. ‘Tachanun’ and ‘Vidui’ are not  
recited throughout the month  of Nisan because Nisan is a 

 happy month for Israel. The tabernacle was built in the  
month of Nisan and the leaders of the twelve tribes each 

 brought their sacrifices during this month. Each day  

was a Yom Tov and the 13th of Nisan was an  
Isru Chag. The 14th of Nisan is the eve of  

Passover followed by the seven days of  
Passover and on the 22nd of  

Nisan is the Isru Chag of Passover. 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

Great masses of people had traveled to China lately. The Emperor had a very 

special and beautiful songbird with a golden plumage and a long neck that had 

never seen before.  

Everyone wanted to see the bird and many people gathered outside the palace to 

hear the bird sing. Each day, thousands of people stood quietly near the palace to 

enjoy the beautiful voice of the bird. 

Sometimes the Emperor's servants would place the songbird on the palace 

window and the people could see the beauty of the bird and hear it sing. Even 

though the window was far from the people’s view, they all realized how gorgeous 

the bird was. 

All the kings, rulers, counts and dukes traveled all the way to China to hear the 

bird. Some of them became very jealous. Many of them decided to get for 

themselves rare animals, but none of them were as special as the Emperor’s 

songbird. 

Chashtarta, the king of Persia, became particularly jealous as he saw thousands 

of people standing outside the Emperor’s window. Chashtarta wanted people to 

stand and watch his monkey, the one that the king of Africa gave him, just as they 

watched the Emperor of China’s bird. 

The Persian king sent his best hunters to go to the jungles and forests to find this 

songbird, just like the one the Emperor of China had. 

One of the hunters found the bird at the mouth of a volcano; he waited until the 

bird was resting and shot an arrow through its heart. The bird fell dead and the 

hunter took it to the king. The king’s doctors stuffed the bird and worked hard to 

make the dead bird look as beautiful and special as the Emperor of China’s bird. 

However, to the surprise of the Persian king, no one could care less about his 

bird. People passed by his window without paying special attention to it and the 

Persian king didn't understand why. 

“Why doesn’t anyone come here?” yelled the Persian king angrily. 

People tried to explain to him that though he did have the same bird, his bird was 

lifeless; it was without a soul. But the king did not understand. 

We should be able to understand that some things in this world can look amazing, 

but there is nothing to them if they do not have real substance. 

This is true with many things in life. Our sages taught us about prayer: “A prayer 

without concentration is like a body without a soul”. 

A person stands up and prays, but if he is just reading words from his prayer 

book and his thoughts are in a totally different place, it is not a real prayer. 

That is how everything else in the world works too. A person can do amazing 

things, but if his intentions are not the correct ones, the things have no real 

purpose. (Shalom Laam) 

 


