
Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 6:30 pm 

Arvit: 7:30 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Beresheit 
 27 Tishrei 5773 
Bulletin No. 23 

By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

“And G-D created man in His image” (Bereshit 1:27) 
Who is it that established what is ethical and what is not? Every society has its ethical standards and definitions 

of which are proper and improper behaviors. For example: If we ask a person in our society what he thinks about 

‘cannibalism’, he may say that it's repulsive and completely immoral. However, if you tell a Cannibalistic society 

about how in a World War millions are killed because the leaders of countries want to expand their frontiers, they 

would find it completely immoral to kill someone over land rights. Realistically, we are not equipped to judge on 

our own what is truly moral.  Morality and social norms change with time; what was once seen as a terrible thing 

is today seen as acceptable and what was seen as acceptable once is today seen as taboo.  So how do we know 

what is right and what is wrong? Our Sages answer this question in the Talmud in Sota(14), where it says “Rabbi 

Chama bar Chanina said ‘You shall follow the Lord’ (Devarim 13:5), but can we really follow Hashem?! It is 

written ‘For the Lord your G-D is a consuming fire, a zealous G-D’ (Devarim 4:24). We are asked to follow the 

qualities of Hashem. Just like He clothed the naked, as it is written ‘And the Lord G-D made for Adam and for 

his wife shirts of skin, and He dressed them.’ (Bereshit 3:21), you should emulate Him and clothe the naked. 

Hashem visited the sick, as it is written ‘Now the Lord appeared to him [Abraham] in the plains of 

Mamre’ (Bereshit 18:1), so you should visit the sick. Hashem comforted the bereaved, as it says ‘Now it came to 

pass after Abraham's death, that God blessed his son Itzchak’ (Bereshit 25:11), so should you comfort the 

bereaved. Hashed buries the dead, as it says ‘And He buried him [Moses] in the valley,’ (Devarim 34:6), so 

should you bury the dead.” The book of Bereshit speaks about the creation of the world and the stories of the 

lives of our patriarchs and how they dealt with their lives’ struggles. It is called “The Book of Ethics”, because it 

teaches us how to behave in our everyday lives. Whoever wishes to become wise, shouldn’t trust the superficial 

knowledge from his tender age, rather he should learn from the profound Torah and the lives of our patriarchs 

and apply those lessons throughout his own life. The book of Bereshit teaches us the correct path for us as 

people and the real Ethics for life. 

In the Torah, we are told of the signs that we are to look for in fish in order to know if they are kosher for us to eat. It says: “This you may 
eat of everything that is in the water; anything that has fins and scales you may eat.” (Devarim 14:9). 
It says in the Mishna in Niddah (6:9): “Every fish that has scales has fins, but not every fish that has fins has scales”. Hashem is teaching 
us a principle of nature: every water creature that has scales will for sure have fins, but not necessarily the opposite. 
Meaning, if one finds a fish but cannot recognize whether it has fins or not, but it has scales, it is permitted to eat. Even though the signs 
are fins and scales, the fish is permitted by only identifying that it has scales. 
But think about it: today, with all the technology and research, nobody has dared to say such a thing as “every fish that has scales will 
certainly have fins”; only the Creator of the world and all creatures can make such a declaration. 
The Oral Torah received by Moses on Mt. Sinai, was chronicled about two thousand years ago.  Isn’t it amazing that all the fish since then 
until today have followed this principle? Is there anyone else that can know with such certainty a fish’s characteristics more than its 
Creator? 

“In the beginning of G-D's creating the heavens and the earth” (Bereshit 1:1) 

Bulletin dedicated  
To the souls of: 

Ilana bat Simcha, Yehuda & Rachel Amram 
Rest In Peace 

& To the health of: 

Mordechai ben Simcha and Karmit bat Dalia 

Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat  

Candle Lighting: 6:45 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 7:37 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 8:14 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times:        shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  6:30 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 4:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  18:20pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 7:40pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation to our Shabbat 
Host: 

Shlomo Zer 

B’H  
 Th is  Tuesda y af ter Arvi t ,  There  wi l l  be  a  Rosh Chodesh 

Cheshvan Fes t ive  Mea l  at  the  S ynagogue.   Al l  Invi ted.   

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Insects 
1. Mushrooms imported from China are considered big infested because the 
majority of them are. However, mushrooms grown in Holland or other 

countries that use more advanced techniques are considered 'bug free'. 

2. In our days, most food is stored and can therefore get infested easily, even 
before the expiration date because they are stored in storage rooms for weeks 

or even months. 

3. A bug, even if very tiny, if it can be seen by the naked eye or against the 
sunlight; it is forbidden to eat. 

4. A bug that cannot be seen by someone with good sight, but can be only seen 

through a microscope, is not forbidden to eat. 

5. All fruits, vegetables, legumes, fish or any food that may have bugs are 

forbidden to eat without inspection. For example, parsley, lettuce, cabbage, dry 

beans and all of their kind are forbidden to eat without checking for bugs 
beforehand. These foods are defined as “highly bug infected”. 

6. There are fruits and vegetables that rarely contain bugs, therefore they are 
permitted for eating without inspection and are considered as "clean”. 

7. A food that was checked and only had bugs in part of it can have the infested 

part cut off and the rest can be eaten. For example, if there were bugs in a 
package of rice, the bugs can be thrown away and the rest of the package can 

be used. 

8. Fruit that was considered clean but is now suspected of having bugs 
because, for example, it was stored for a long time, can have some of them 

checked and if there are bugs in the part that was checked, the rest has to be 

checked thoroughly before eating.  

9. A person with bad sight and cannot see small objects cannot be relied upon 

in this regard.  However, if the person wears glasses and checks carefully, 

then they can be relied upon. (Torat Emet) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Prove It To Me 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin 

Everything is for the Good 
Rabbi Akiva used to say: "Everything that Hashem  

does is for the good; not because He sees the bad as  

good, but because Hashem does good- it is a general rule.  

The badness, even though it is not good on its own, it is a part 

 of the “puzzle” or the "big picture" so therefore it is good.  

When a child receives a candy or an adult receives a present,  

it doesn’t matter who they came from, they are good.  If they get  

hit, it is usually not good. However, if the father is disciplining the  

boy because he wants the best for him, it is good. Being hurt by a  

knife is not good, but if a doctor is performing a surgery in order to 

save a life, it is good. Rabbi Akiva reminds us that we are being ‘hit’  

by Hashem so we must have in mind that the bad we get is from  

our merciful Father and it is for our own good. The Chofetz Chaim  

used to say that if something happens to someone, he is not  

allowed to say that it is bad. He should say it is sour, just like a  

medicine can be sour but it is still beneficial for the person.  

If the person says that what happened was bad, he is  

saying that not everything that happens is for our  

own good- which is untrue, for then the person  

would be saying that something that was 

 for the person’s good was for 

 the bad. 

( 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

this world in six days. Unfortunately, there are those who choose not to 
believe that the world was created by Hashem but rather that it created 
itself- it occurred. 
There is a story in the Talmud about a person who went to Rabbi Akiva 
and asked teasingly, “Who created the world?”. Rabbi Akiva answered 
“The Holy and Blessed One"! [Hashem]”. “Prove it to me”, said the man. 
Rabbi Akiva did not answer right away, he asked the man to come back 
to him the next day. The man returned and Rabbi Akiva asked him: 
- What are you wearing? 
- Clothes. 
-And who sowed the clothing that you are wearing? 
-What do you mean? A tailor! 
-‘Prove it to me’, said Rabbi Akiva to the man. 
-Why do I need to prove it to you? Don’t you know a tailor sowed my 
clothing? 
So Rabbi Akiva said to him: ‘Don’t you know that Hashem created the 
world?’ 
The students that were present at the conversation approached Rabbi 
Akiva confused and asked him how he had proved anything with that 
conversation.  Rabbi Akiva chose to explain his deep philosophy in a 
very simple way, he said: “My sons, just as a house apprise about its 
builder, clothing about its tailor, and a door about its carpenter; so does 
the world apprise about The Holy and Blessed One who created it”. 
This is what we need to understand, it is simple: nothing creates itself. As 
it is written in Job (19:26) “…and from my flesh I see judgment”. 
Nobody really believes that even a small hairpin was created by accident. 
Even more so this world we live in. 


