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What Rumor Did He Hear? 
It is known that Jethro was a wise man. He was one of the main advisors of Pharaoh and even Moses, our teacher, 
listened to his advice. In this week's Parasha, we see how Jethro decides to convert to Judaism. The following question is 

asked in the Talmud in Zevachim (p. 116): "What rumor did he hear that made him decide to convert?" What the Talmud 

is asking is what was it that caused Jethro to leave everything, go out into the desert, where the Jews were, and become a 

Jew? The Talmud brings three different reasons: Rabbi Yehoshua said: He heard about the war against Amalek. Rabbi 

Elazar Hamodai said: He heard of the giving of the Torah and he came. Rabbi Eliezer said: He heard of the splitting of the 

sea and he came. These three events were heard of by the whole world. The first possible reason, the war with Amalek, 

was a war that everyone in the world knew about. The giving of the Torah was also known by the whole world. The Talmud 
says that Hashem's voice was heard throughout the entire world and even the idol worshipers sang praise, as it says 

(Psalm 29:9) "In His Temple everyone speaks of His glory". The third possible reason, the splitting of the sea, was public, 

as it says in Shirat HaYam (Shemot 15:14) People heard- they trembled; terror griped the dwellers of Philistia. Then the 

chieftains of Edom were confounded, trembling gripped the powerful men of Moab, all the inhabitants of Canaan 

melted. May dread and fright befall them. One may ask himself, why was it that such impressive historical events such 

as the splitting of the sea, the war with Amalek, and the giving of the Torah, only attracted one man- Jethro- and inspired 

him to want to convert? Rabbi Shalom Schwadron explained in his book Lev Shalom, that there are two types of 
'listening'. One is just hearing with one's ear and the other one is listening with one's heart. It is true that everyone heard, 

everyone was impressed and everyone was amazed by what they heard, but for everyone it was just something that 

happened that they forgot about the next day because they never interiorized what they heard- within their hearts. But one 
person heard about what had happened and decided that he wanted to become part of the Jewish nation, everyone heard- 

but Jethro listened and interiorized the truth. We also get to hear words of reproach and words of truth many times, many 

of us just hear these words of Torah, but only few of us really listen and internalize its truth and do something solid with it. 
Every time we hear real words of Torah, we should do our best to learn from Jethro and internalize those words, reflect on 

how we can use them to improve ourselves and make use of its truth. As our rabbis said in the Talmud in Kidushin (p. 40) 

"Great is the learning of Torah, because it ends up in actions". 

The Holy Or HaChaim explained what Moses meant when he said: "I was a stranger in a foreign land". He teaches that the 'foreign land' is this world, for within it we are foreigners, 
existing here temporarily, and thus we should be conscious of this throughout our entire lives. 

This is better described by a parable about a country that was accustomed to crowning a different king each year. They would send a delegation to the port; their mission was to pick out 

someone out of the people who come to visit the king, then after a year they would cast the king away to a deserted island and return again to the port to choose a new king. One year, the 
country's delegates went to the port as usual and approached someone and crowned him king. However, this new king was a bit suspicious and so he told his servant that if he told him 

what was going on there- he would double his salary. The servant whispered in his ear ‘what I'm telling you now is a very big government secret and nobody can know that I told you, but 

you are King for just one year´.  When the man heard this he began saving money, selling the country’s factories and plants and keeping all the money in a safe place. Towards the end 
of the year he fled and lived the rest of his life as a king.  

We learn from this parable that when people are brought into this world, they eat and drink and travel and chase after pleasures without reflecting on the purpose of life. That is until their 

last days, when they think to themselves: “but I built a nice house and bought an expensive car and have a wife and children, leave me here, I don’t want to leave”. But it's useless, for a 

wise man understands that “this world is like a corridor and the world to come is like a great hall-room”, and thus he collects mitzvahs and good deeds and walks in the path of 

Hashem; as is said about him “and he will laugh until the last day”. (Mishlei 31:25) (U’Bacharta BaChaim). 
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Riddle of the Week: 
What treasure is favored by The 

King of Kings, Our Blessed Lord ? 

Last Week’s Riddle: 
Where in our Parasha do we find an allusion to the 

custom of Tu B’Shvat? 

Answer: The Midrash Rabbah states that 
when the people of Israel passed through 
the Red Sea, G-d brought forth fruit trees 

for the Children of Israel to eat from.  

Beseeching all Precious Congregants! 

Please dedicate prayers to the medical 

recovery of R’ Yosef ben Yaakov Amoyal 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Blessings over Scents: 
1. Our sages decreed that we must say a blessing before smelling certain scents, thus it is 

forbidden to enjoy these pleasant scents without saying a blessing beforehand. No 
blessing needs to be said after having smelled the scents. Their decree is based on the 

verse: "Every soul should praise Hashem"- for the soul gains pleasure from good scents. 

One should hold the fragrant plant or herb in his right hand as he recites the blessing. 

Some say "Reyach Nichoach LaHashem" after they smell the scent, but one should be 
careful not to say this between the blessing and the initial smelling. 

2. If a person is uncertain whether the scent he is about to smell has a good smell or not, 

he should smell it first so as to know if it has a good smell and only then, if it has a good 

smell, say a blessing over it and smell it again. If a person has a cold and is not sure 

whether he is able to smell, he should check if he is able to smell, then say the blessing 
and smell the scent again. 

3. If the scent is from a tree, the blessing "boreh atzei besamim" is said; if it is an herb, 

the blessing "boreh asvei besamim" is said. If it is neither from a tree nor an herb, the 

blessing "boreh minei besamim" is said. If someone said "boreh minei besamim" on any 
type of scent, he has fulfilled his obligation. "Boreh minei besamim" is always said when 

one is uncertain what blessing should be said over the scent. 

4. If someone said "boreh asvei besamim" on a tree scent, he did not fulfill his obligation, 

because the tree does not fall into the category of an herb, for Hashem created the land 

one day and the trees on a different day. However, if the tree is very soft and old –as a 
weed, the person fulfilled his obligation of saying the blessing if he said "boreh asvei 

besamim" for it. 

5. The blessing "boreh atzei besamim" is said over myrtle, orange blossom, rose, jasmine, 

Artemisia, cloves and cinnamon. And "boreh asvei besamim" is said over daffodil and rue. 

6. "Boreh asvei besamim" is said over mint, even if it's edible when it's brought to be 

smelled. There's no need to avoid smelling it because there is a doubt of whether it would 

be a blessing in vain, for it nonetheless has a pleasant scent and thus the accepted 

custom is to bless.  

7. It is good to smell scents on Shabbat and Yom Tov so as to fulfill the one hundred 

blessings on those days. 

8. If there’s an edible fruit that one wishes to smell, the blessing "HaNoten reach tov 

laPerot" is said.  
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You Shall Not Covet Your Neighbor's House 
(Shemot 20:14) 
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Reading the original text  

[of the Ten Commandments]  

twice and the commentary once  
The Ten Commandments are read by each person  

individually and there’s a custom of reading the weekly 

 Torah portion twice and the commentary once. One does not  
need to do so with the Ten Commandments- to read them along  

with the commentary- each commandment one by one,  

[even though they're indeed a portion on their own], rather one 
should read them according to their verses. 

 

Torah Reading of the Ten Commandments 
Some have the custom to read the Ten Commandments in a 

 raised voice for the community, which is a custom that  
Sephardim and Chassidim follow and that the Chazon Ish  

followed. Some have the custom to read them quietly,  

which is a custom that most Ashkenazim  
follow. 

 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

The shabby little house at the edge of the neighborhood was demolished. Afterwards, the 

bulldozers came and destroyed the house next to it, then the next house and the next 

house. They wiped out almost half of the houses on that street. Then they stopped as they 

reached his house- the house he had been renting for thirty years. 

The spacious territory that had once been half of the neighborhood was now circled by a 

fence with a sign that read: "Danger, Construction Zone". They hung up many red signs, 

stimulating the curiosity of the neighbors. "What are you building here?" asked one man, 

but no one answered. Nobody knew what was to be built. All they knew was what one of the 

builders that went to ask for water said: that Burokovsky, a British millionaire wanted to 

build a mansion. "He wants a quiet place and he doesn't want anyone to know", someone 

said. 

'Burokovsy', that name sounded very familiar. It reminds me of the chubby boy that went 

to school with me- every morning in a luxurious car and a driver with white gloves would 

open the door for him and carry his backpack and his lunch box. He remembered about 

those times when he was a poor British boy that wanted to be in that Burokovsky boy's 

shoes and ended up stuck in this neighborhood, penniless. 

The man's eyes flashed with envy as he saw the construction materials imported from 

Spain and Italy. The construction advanced quickly with dozens of workers working all day 

long, non-stop. "Burokovsky wants his house ready this year" said one of the workers as 

he drank his cold cup of water "and he pays us accordingly!" said the worker as he took 

high quality American cigarettes from his pocket. "If only I was Burovsky!" said the man to 

his wife as they saw the mansion from afar and its gorgeous Italian marble. "It's a pity I'm 

not Burovsky!" as he saw how the gigantic pool was getting filled up with crystal clear 

water. "I also want!" said the man as he saw the workers bringing in the luxurious and 

heavy furniture into the mansion. 

"Why am I not him? Why!?" he said resentfully as he saw Burovsky's car pulling up to the 

mansion and two servants opened the door for him. Then the man saw as the servants 

helped a paralyzed Burovsky into his wheelchair. "No, thank you" the man raised his eyes 

to heaven and said "I'm grateful I'm not Burovsky." 

 
 


