
Torat Emet 

BS''D 

Parashat Re’eh 
30 Av 5772 

Bulletin No. 16 
By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

Free Will 
“See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse”. (Deut. 11:26) 

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato wrote in "The Way of G-d" that in the beginning (before the creation of the world) 

Hashem used to give of his good to all the souls and give them something that the Sages referred to as “the infinite 

light” and they would bask in it but were ashamed of receiving it without any effort or merit. (The Sages called this 
the "bread of shame"), so they expressed to Hashem that they didn’t want to receive it for free anymore. Therefore, 

Hashem created this world and put the souls in bodies of flesh and blood and gave to each a good inclination and a 
bad inclination and the ability to choose between them. In this world, a person must battle between them throughout 

his life. If a person chooses to do good deeds, he will receive goodness at the end of his life, thus it will not be 
considered the "bread of shame", according to the effort of the person in his good actions throughout his life and 

thus it is a reward that he merited for his goodness. On the other hand, when one does the contrary and chooses to 
follow his bad inclination, he won’t receive from the good and will be punished accordingly. As it says in Pirkei Avot 

(4:16) “Rabbi Yaakov said: This world is like a corridor before entering the World to Come. Prepare yourself in the 
corridor, in order for you to sit in the throne”. Man is the only creation that has the ability to choose between good 

and bad; not even the angels have free will, for they only have a good inclination and wish only to do Hashem’s will. 

The rest of the animals have neither a good or bad inclination, thus they don't have free will and act only out of 
basic instinct. This power of choice that we were given is tremendous for it helps us to make great reparations in 

our souls and to influence others. Every action that man does in this world creates ‘waves’ of other similar actions 
to the one he did. As the Sages said: (Pirkei Avot 4:2) “A mitzvah brings with it another mitzvah and a sin brings with 

it another sin”. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler wrote in ‘Michtav MiEliahu’ that every choice a person makes, leaves an 
imprint on him his entire life, be it simple or significant, good or bad. It not only affects him personally, but also 

everyone around him, as well as his children and all those who descend from him until the end of his generations. In 

summary, every single choice we make has an effect on the entire world and its affects are long lasting.  Therefore 

every choice should be made wisely and responsibly.   Consider how grand the reward is for a good choice and 

how much responsibility is attributed to someone who makes a bad choice! 

The Rambam wrote (Hilchot Deot 2:3) that the anger is a very bad character trait and a person should try to distance oneself from it, even to opposite ends. And he should 
train himself not to lose his temper even if the situation is worthy of it. The Sages said that getting angry is like serving idolatry. They held that when a wise person loses 

his temper, he loses all of his wisdom…and people who usually get angry aren’t truly living their lives. Therefore they instructed us to stay away from anger and not to get 

upset even over issues that any person would be upset over. We can learn this from a story told by Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein: There was once a person who used to get 

angry quite easily and then be angry with all around him. Every night when he would return home from work, he would park the big truck that he used for casting concrete, 
in a big parking lot in front of his home. Nobody would even think of parking near this man’s truck, because he had already warned and threatened everyone that he would 

get very angry if anyone made it harder for him to park his big truck… One day, as he arrived, he saw a new and unfamiliar car parked in his 'personal' parking spot! The 

man got very angry and thought to himself: “I am going to do something in order to show everyone how angry I am and to fear me”. He thought “I won’t burn the car, 
because I might end up burning my own house…”ultimately, he decided he would cover the car with the concrete he used for work, and so he did!!! Only after he made sure 

that the entire car was covered with concrete, he went into his home, he opened the door and his house was all dark, he turned on the light and suddenly he saw a large 
group of people that had been hiding to surprise him. It was his sons, who had prepared him a surprise party for his birthday and then presented him his big present….the 

keys to his brand new car! 

Distancing Yourself from Anger 

Bulletin dedicated for the souls of:  
Rachamim (Roni) ben Moshe, Yosef ben Fatum,  

Shachar ben Kochava, Ilana bat Simcha 
Along with all the departed souls of Israel 

Rest In Peace 
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Candle Lighting: 7:44 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 8:36 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 9:13 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times: 
     106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597   P.O. Box 3766  

Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 5:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:15pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 8:30pm Followed by Havdala 

 

With Great Appreciation to our Shabbat Host: 
Gabriel Vanunu 

Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:55 pm 

Arvit: 8:25 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

MIKVE FOR WOMEN OPEN EVERY NIGHT! Mazal Tov! 

 to Gabriel Vanunu and his bride Tzipora 

May they succeed in building a faithful home in Israel and may 

all the blessings mentioned in the Torah be upon them. 



Rabbi Chaim Rebi wrote in his book Eved Hashem: The first principle of the 13 principles is 
that Hashem exists and supervises everything; meaning that there is hashgacha pratit 

(divine providence) for every creation in this world, which helps them to live and grow 
according to Hashem’s will. Hence, there is no such thing as a "coincidence" in this world. 

Everything occurs by Hashem's providence. As our sages wrote in Chulin 7 “No one can a 
finger in this lower world unless it has been decreed in the upper world”. 

The Great Rabbi Mordechai Progmansti told the following story that happened to him:  
He was once travelling by train on a Friday when a Jewish Mohel (Circumciser) sat down 

next to him. The two of them started talking and soon began discussing the laws of 
Circumcision. They became so immersed in the topic that they didn’t realize that the train 

had long passed their destination stops. So they continued their discussion about Torah and 
the laws… Suddenly, the Mohel looked out of the window and realized what had happened. 

There was no train to go back to their homes on that same day! The Mohel became very 
worried; What will they do? Where will they stay for Shabbat? Rabbi Mordechai calmed him 

down, telling him “My dear friend, a Jew never takes a wrong turn! We have hashgacha 
pratit and we go everywhere with it”.  

When they reached the next stop they decided to get off of the train, even though neither of 
them was familiar with the town. However, they soon realized that there were no Jews in the 

area. The Mohel, feeling secure with the Rabbi’s confidence, didn’t say a word. He saw how 
calm and determined the Rabbi was. They searched extensively for a Jew, until they heard 
there was a Jew living in that town, so they decided to go to him. 

They knocked on the Jew’s door, and when he opened and saw the two other Jews, he 
couldn’t believe it and started to cry. He hadn’t seen another Jew in such a long time. He 

asked them to come in to his home and told them, “You should know that last week I had a 
baby boy. Today is his eighth day, and every day I have been pleading to Hashem that He 

send me someone to perform a Brit Milah (circumcision) for my son….and here you are!” 
The Mohel circumsiced the baby and Rabbi Mordechai was the sandak (godfather), and the 

whole family was very pleased and grateful to Hashem. Rabbi Moredechai looked at the 

Mohel and told him: “So you see? A Jew never takes a wrong turn!” 

A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Selichot 
1. The best time for reciting selichot is from midnight and on, this is a time of will. It 

is forbidden to recite selichot and the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy during the first 

half of the night.  

2. If a congregation is unable to recite selichot at night, they can do so early in the 

morning before Shacharit or before Mincha, after midday. It is good for the Chazzan 

reciting the selichot to wrap himself in a tallit. (Yalkut Yosef) 

3. Although forbidden to recite selichot and the Thirteen Attributes before midnight, 

listening to a recording in order to practice their melodies is allowed. 

4. One is not permitted to recite the Thirteen Attributes and the verse “va'yaavor…” 

as a prayer without a minyan, for it is a very sacred prayer. If, however, one does 

so with the proper intonation, then it is permitted. 

5. The Aramaic parts in selichot should not be recited by a person without a minyan, 

for the angels do not understand Aramaic. They should be said only if a minyan is 

present in the synagogue. A minyan does not need assistance from the angels for 

their prayers to reach the heavens; they have the Presence of Hashem with them. 

6. The verse “Shema Israel” should not be repeated in selichot. The Chazzan should 

say it once and the rest should repeat after him only once. 

7. After the selichot we say Kadish Titkabel, and before “titkabel”, the leader says 

“taanu vetatru min hashamaim…” and the congregation answers: “veyikayem banu 

ubachem mikra shekatuv….” 

8. We say Kadish Titkabel even if we intend to pray Shacharit immediately after, 

without any interruption between the selichot and the prayers. But if there are only 

ten men and one of them was already present when saying Kadish Titkabel, they 

should not say it. 

9. Some have the custom of blowing the Shofar when reciting the Thirteen 

Attributes, but if it will awaken one who is asleep, it should be omitted. Those who 

have the custom of blowing the shofar after the Kaddish that is said after selichot, 

should also refrain from doing so if it will bother the neighbors. 

10. One should be careful to say the morning blessings including Birkat HaTorah 

before reciting selichot, because they contain holy verses. 

Shabbat Shalom To All IsraelShabbat Shalom To All Israel  
Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

A Jew Never Takes a Wrong Turn 

Bulletin dedicated to the Success of:  Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

The Month of Elul 
1.There is a custom of annulling one's vows on  

the 1st of the month in Elul. 

2. The Kaf Hachaim (siman 581) wrote that the  
first prophecy of Chagai was on the first of Elul, thus  

we read it on that day. 

3. Sephardim have the custom of rising at an early hour in 
 the morning to recite the selichot and tachanun beginning  

from the 2nd day of Elul until Yom Kippur. Ashkenazic custom  
is to begin these petitions starting from the beginning of the 

 week that Rosh HaShana falls on. 

4. The Mishna Brura says that the custom is to arise at  

the end of the night because that is the time when Hashem 
 is more present in this world and it is a time of will. 

5. Sephardim begin reciting selichot on Rosh 

 Chodesh Elul because that is when Moses ascended  
Mt. Sinai to receive the second set of Tablets. 

 He stayed there for forty days, until Yom  
Kippur, and during these forty days 

 his petitions were  
accepted. 


