
Weekdays 
Shaharit Sun & Fri: 8:00am 

Shaharit Mon-Thurs: 8:30am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 5:20 pm 

Arvit: 6:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 
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BS''D 
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Bulletin No. 31 

By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

Observance of the Mitzvahs 
The most beloved son of Jacob, our forefather, was Joseph- Rachel's first born son. The Torah tells us 

that Joseph used to speak Lashon Harah (defaming speech) about his brothers, and also told them about 

his dreams- in which he saw his entire family bowing down to him. Joseph's brothers noticed that Jacob 

loved him the most, so they grew jealous and hated him. Jacob knew about the situation between the 

brothers, so he rebuked Joseph: "And he related it [the dream] to his father and to his brothers; his 

father scolded him, and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamt? Are we to come- I 

and your mother and your brothers- to bow down to you to the ground?" So his brothers were 

jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. (Bereishit 37:10-11) If Jacob knew all about the 

situation, why would he send Jacob out on his own to his brothers in Shechem? Why did he put him in 

danger? The Holy Or Hachaim wrote that even though Jacob knew that his sons hated Joseph, he sent 

him because he knew that 'A messenger on a mission to perform a mitzvah is protected from 

harm' (as stated in Pesachim p. 8). Therefore, he thought that Joseph would be safe from harm because he 

was being sent on a task by his father and Joseph was honoring his father by doing as he requested.  For 

it is written, "Honor your father and your mother in order that your days be lengthened" (Shemot 

20:12). Hence, Jacob was faithful that the mitzvah would protect Joseph. It's written in the Talmud in Makot 

(p. 21) that the Torah protects and saves people. Every Jew should know that observing the mitzvahs and 

studying Torah is their best and only protection. Observance of the mitzvahs has protected the Children 

of Israel throughout history. Keep in mind that the Torah and mitzvahs are what make us a unique nation. 

Our laws, customs and traditions, are what differentiate us from all of the other nations. Mitzvah 

Observance is a statement, for whoever observes them is declaring: “I am part of a nation with strong 

roots and a beautiful heritage- I am a Jew”. 

It says in the book Netivot Olam (Netiv HaTorah 80) that the Talmud in Tractate Shabbat stated that one should not halt children from learning even if it is in 

order to build The Holy Temple- because Torah learning is more important than building The Temple. Even though The Temple is very holy, that holiness rests on 

wood and stones in a physical place. However, the Torah is conceptual and in a child free of sin. Thus, their Torah study should not be ceased even if to build 

The Holy Temple. The Ein Yaakov writes an explanation to the Talmud: Tractate Shabbat (119) stating that the world cannot exist if not for the breaths of 

children. It is true that great Torah scholars study endlessly and continuously gain new levels and lessons.  But if those Torah scholars wouldn’t have learned 
when they were children, they might not have reached the levels they've now reached. For if they had started studying at a mature age, their Torah would have 

had a tainted awareness and their Torah learning wouldn’t have been pure. When a person studies Torah beginning at a young age, his Torah is clean of sin and 

any sin committed thereafter cannot affect that Torah that he already learned. Therefore, it is written that the world is maintained by the Torah of children- 

that is why it says: "Out of the mouths of young children You established the power... to neutralize the enemy."  Meaning that the foundation in every 

person’s Torah is the Torah learned from a young age, because that is pure Torah and no sin can shut it out. 

"Out of the mouths of young children You established the power... to neutralize the enemy" (Psalms 8:3)  

Bulletin dedicated  
To the Souls of: 

Ilana bat Simcha, Zohara bet Simcha, 

& Shimon Hazut 
Rest In Peace 

& To the Health of:  
Mordechai ben Simcha, Mordechai ben Milca .  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat  

Candle Lighting: 5:18 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 6:15 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 6:50 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times   www.shoovaisraelspi.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  5:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 3:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  4:50 pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 6:15 pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation  

to our Shabbat Host: Menashe Amoyal 
 

B’H, Throughout Chanukah   
Between Mincha and Arvit we will light the Chanukah Menorah in the 

Synagogue with the involvement of the community children.  
Refreshments and doughnuts will be served, All are invited! 

Happy Chanukah! 
This Saturday night we light the 

first Candle of Chanukah 

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Chanukah: 
1. The mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles is very significant, a person should take care to 

do so correctly, in order to 'publicize the miracle'.  Rabbi Huna said (Tractate Shabbat 23) 
that whoever is careful in performing the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles correctly, 

will have children that are Torah scholars, as it says: "The light is mitzvah and the Torah 

is light", connoting that through the lights of Chanukah he will merit the light of Torah. 

2. Women have the custom of not doing certain types of works (such as sewing and 

knitting) while the candles are still burning- or at least for the first half hour since they 

were lit. Cooking and baking are permissible.  

3. It is a good custom to study the laws of Chanukah during Chanukah in order to learn the 

details of the laws. 

4. It is forbidden to fast during Chanukah, even if it is the anniversary of one's parent's 

death. Therefore, if someone’s parent’s death anniversary falls during Chanukah, he should 

fast before or after Chanukah- because there is no prohibition of fasting right before or 

right after Chanukah. 

5. Some people have the custom of eating foods containing cheese, during Chanukah, so as 

to remember the miracle of Jeudith.  There is also the custom of eating 
'sufganiot' (doughnuts) fried in oil- so as to remember the miracle of the oil- which was 

sweet as honey. And all your deeds shall be for the sake of Heaven. 

6. According to the law, only one candle is enough for each home, even if there are many 

people in the family. However, the best is to light one candle the first day and add an extra 
candle for each day- until the last night, when eight candles are lit. Sephardim have the 

custom to light only one Chanukah Menorah, even if they have many people in the family. 

That is based on the Shulchan Aruch (671:2). 

7. Ashkenazim light one candle for each person that is obligated to light in the home the 

first night, then add an extra candle each night.  Example: if there are ten people that are 
obligated to light in the home, then the first night they should light ten candles, the second 

night they should light twenty, then thirty, until the eighth night when they light eighty. 

8. Someone who lives in a building should light the menorah in a window or porch that can 

be seen from the public area. If he lives higher than twenty amot from the ground, he 
should light his menorah at the entrance of his apartment- inside, because the window is 

not seen from the public area anyway. 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Kindness 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

Jealousy 
In the Talmud, in Tractate Shabbat (p.10), it states  

that a person should never give more to one child than  

to another. Jacob's sons became jealous of Joseph  

because Jacob made him a fine woolen tunic and the situation 

intensified until our forefathers were exiled to Egypt. One should  

be very careful not to show more love towards one of one’s  

children. And if one needs to reward a child because of something  

he did, he should try to do it modestly or reward all the children,  

telling them that they are all being rewarded because of what the 

 child did. It is written that the jealousy for someone else’s learning 

increases the wisdom. If there is a fight between the siblings,  

parents should refrain from interfering- they should instead let  

them resolve the conflict themselves. For if the parents intervene,  

one child might think the parents are showing preferences to  

the other.  However, the parents should intervene in major 

 fights.  Also if there is a threat that they may hurt each  

other, in which case parents must stop them  

immediately. 

)Chinuch Yeladim, HaRab Efraim Ovad) 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

   It was a cold, dark, stormy night in the streets of Philadelphia.  The man had been sitting 

behind the hotel's reception desk for hours, for there isn't much work on such a night.  

Certainly none of his guests were planning on leaving their warm, cozy rooms on such a cold 

night. Suddenly, the door opened and an old couple entered the hotel. They were wet and 

trembling from the cold. They asked the clerk for a room, but he informed them that there 

were no available rooms. The couple was losing hope- it was the third hotel they had tried and 

they were all full. The clerk noticed their desperation and asked them: "Would you like to sleep 

in my room? It's not a suite, but you'll at least be able to sleep for a few hours". The couple 

was reluctant at first, but the clerk insisted by saying that he will be sitting behind the desk all 

night anyway and he won't be using the room until morning, not to mention that the weather 

was getting worse and worse. The clerk prepared his room so that the couple could sleep 

there for the night and the couple finally accepted and thanked him. The next day, as they went 

to pay for their stay, the old man said to the clerk: "You are such an efficient employee, I think 

you're at a loss in such a small hotel. You should be managing in a large hotel, the best in the 

U.S., maybe I'll open a hotel someday and hire you to manage it". The clerk smiled politely and 

thanked the guest for the compliment. The old man took out a business card and handed it over 

to him. The clerk put it into his bag and quickly forgot all about it. After a few months the hotel 

began having economic difficulties and soon closed down. The clerk went out and found a job 

as a waiter in a restaurant. 

   Two years later, the man received an envelope from New York containing a letter from the 

old man. It said how he remembered the act of kindness that the clerk did for him, two and a 

half years before. The old man wanted to repay him for his kindness and wished to invite him 

to spend a few days in his home. He included a two way ticket inside the envelope. The clerk 

was very excited about the idea.  A few days later, the man took a few days off from work and 

flew to New York. The old man met him at the airport and drove him to Manhattan. “Where are 

we going?” asked the clerk. “You'll soon see”, answered the old man with a smile. They arrived 

at 5th Avenue & 34th Street and the old man stopped, across from a new building. It was a 

beautiful and very stylish building, built of red stone. “You see this building?” asked the old 

man, “This is the hotel that I built…I want you to manage it”. The man could not believe it “Are 

you serious? Is this a joke?” he asked. The old man replied “I am very serious. Don’t you 

remember that day I gave you my business card?” The man looked for the business card in his 

wallet and when he found it, realized that the name written on it was William Waldorf Astoria. 

Only then he noticed that the man was of the rich and famous Astoria family. The building that 

William Waldorf Astoria was showing him was the first “Waldorf Astoria” hotel. The young man 

came to manage one of the most luxurious hotel chains. 

   In our Parasha we have a similar event. Joseph was falsely sent to jail, but while there, he 

interpreted the dreams of the cupbearer and the baker. When the cupbearer was released and 

Joseph asked him to remember him and mention him to Pharaoh, the cupbearer forgot all 

about Joseph. Only after two years, when Pharaoh dreamt a dream that no one could 

interpret, did the cupbearer remember Joseph and mentioned to Pharaoh of Joseph's ability 

to interpret dreams.  Pharaoh immediately took Joseph out of jail and made him as the king of 

Egypt. In life, it is important to do our part and not just expect miracles to occur. We must 

remember that everything comes from Hashem and we should always perform acts of 

kindness, as King Solomon wrote: “Send forth your bread upon the surface of the waters, 

for after many days you will find it” (Kohelet 11:1). 
 


