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“And have them take for Me an offering” (Parashat Terumah 25:2) 
The question here is obvious. Why does it say in our parasha “and have them take for Me an offering” instead of 
“and have them give Me an offering”? Isn’t Israel donating an offering for the temple, and not taking one? 

The Holy Zohar states that when Hashem created the world, He looked into the Torah and built the world. Our world 
is based on the Holy Torah, the Torah from which the creation of the world was planned. Hashem looked into the 

Torah and used it to create the world. One who wants to learn about the world and its hidden secrets, will find that 
everything is hidden and codified in the Holy Torah. 

The Torah contains laws that are unique from the rest of the world. Some people claim that the laws of the Torah 

were given for the past generations and they do not apply to our times because we should behave differently to 
how the people in the past behaved. Those same people find excuses so as not to follow the laws of the Torah such 

as: “Everyone steals now a days, why shouldn’t I?” or “Nobody cares about me, why should I care about others?” 
But the truth is that nothing has really changed, the world we live in is the same world with the same people and we 

should be strong and do our best to keep the laws of the Torah. 
In many places in the Torah it says that if a person gives charity, he will be at a loss, rather his assets will multiply. 

But according to the laws of nature, someone who gives charity is left with less money. It is written in Mishlei 

(21:21) “He who pursues charity and kindness will find life, charity, and honor” and it says in Tractate Shabbat 

(119) in the verse of (Devarim 14:22) “You shall tithe”- “you shall tithe in order to become rich”. And whoever does 

not give to others, will lose all he has. As it says in Mishlei (21:13): “He who stops up his ear from the cry of a 

poor man- he also, will cry out and not be answered”. The Torah is saying that if we give, we'll end up with 

more. If we give a small coin to a poor person, we'll be given that coin back a thousand times. It says in Midrash 

Rabbah (Rut 5:9) that what the poor does for the host is more than what the host gives the poor. 

And that is why the Torah says “and have them take for Me an offering” instead of “and have them give Me an 

offering”. Because he who gives an offering is really taking and as a result of having given, he gains a lot more of 
what he had to begin with. 

When Hashem said to Moses “And they shall make a sanctuary for Me so that I may dwell among them”, Moses became frightened and asked: “Master of 

the world! How could a person make a home for Hashem, isn’t it written ‘Behold the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You’ (Kings I 

8:27)???” Hashem replied: “it is not as you think, I am not asking them to make it as I would be able to make, rather as they would be able to make. With 

twenty boards to the north and twenty boards to the south and eight to the west; and there I will go down and narrow my Presence”. As it is written: “I will 

arrange My meetings with you there” (Shemot 25:22) and “My offering, My food” (Bamidbar 28:2). Moses said “but even if I used all the animals in the 

world as a sacrifice, they wouldn’t be enough, and all the trees in the world would not be enough either”. So Hashem answered: “No, Moses, it is not as you 

think, I said: ‘The one lamb you shall offer up in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer up in the afternoon.’ (Bamidbar 28:4). And when Hashem 

commanded them to give a ransom for their souls, Moses asked “But who could give a ransom for their soul?” Hashem replied: “Moses, it is not as you think, 
you should do that by donating half a shekel for the Temple”.  

“And they shall make  a sanctuary for Me so that I may dwell among them” 
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Riddle of the Week: 
From where did the Children of 

Israel acquire acacia wood to build 

the Ark in the desert?  

Last Week’s Riddle:  From where do we learn that Hashem 

does not deprive any creature of payment?  

Answer: The Parasha says: “you shall not eat flesh of an 
animal that was torn in the field; to the dog shall you throw 

it.” Rashi says this verse teaches that Hashem does not 

deprive any creature of payment, “but against the Children 
of Israel, no dog shall whet its tongue” because no dog 

barked when the Children of Israel left Egypt, Hashem said 

they should be repaid. 

Remembrance of the Half Shekel 
Don’t forget to contribute your ‘Half Shekel’ this upcoming week.   

“Give your Half Shekel in advance before the wicked Haman!”  
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of  The Fast of Ester: 
1. In the time of Mordechai and Esther, the Jews congregated on the 13th of 
Adar to save their lives from the hands of the enemies and they asked for 

mercy that their enemies wouldn’t reign over them. The Jews prayed and 

begged and fasted on that day and were able to defeat their enemies.  It was 
not because of the strength of their army that they won the fight; it was 

because of Hashem’s help. Therefore, all the Jews in the world took upon the 
custom to fast every year to commemorate the miracle that Hashem fulfilled 

for us.  This is the "Fast of Esther”. 

2. If the 13th of Adar falls on Shabbat then the fast is moved to the preceding 
Thursday, the 11th of Adar. 

3. Pregnant women, from three months and on, are exempt from the Fast of 

Ester. However, if a woman- less than three months pregnant but more than 
forty days- suffers from nausea or feels weak, then she doesn't need to fast. 

4. A woman who gave birth less than thirty days before the fast is exempt from 

fasting; in fact she is prohibited from fasting.  

5. A woman who had a miscarriage is exempt from fasting for thirty days. If 

she feels weak, she is exempt from fasting until twenty four months after it. 

6. A woman who is breastfeeding is exempt from fasting and even a woman 
who already stopped breastfeeding is exempt from fasting if she feels weak for 

twenty four months following the baby’s birth. 

7. A person who is sick is exempt from fasting even though he is not in danger- 
and he should not be strict and fast. Even a person who just feels very weak 

does not need to fast.  An old person who feels weak also does not need to fast, 

but a healthy person does need to fast. Even one who is traveling and it's 
difficult for him to fast, should make an effort and fast. 

8. A groom who is within the first seven days following his wedding is exempt 

from fasting. This applies also to three people on the day of a circumcision: the 
baby's father, the Sandak and the Mohel. (Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

A Mitzvah for its Sake 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

The Fast of Ester  
Our sages established the fast of Esther to 

 remind us of the fast of the Children of Israel in  
that generation. They joined together and 

 beseeched Hashem for mercy so that they could 
 triumph over their enemies. Thus we remember and  

establish in our hearts the fact that Hashem sees and 
 hears all of us when we are in trouble and when we return to 

Hashem with all our heart and soul. 

It is written in the book “Kav HaYashar” (s. 97) that on  
this day our prayers are heard because of the merit of 

 Mordechai and Esther. Whoever needs to ask for mercy for 
someone, should recite Psalms chapter 22 on the day of the 

 Fast of Esther and pray to Hashem and ask whatever one  
wants and recall the merit of Mordechai and Esther,  

asking Hashem to be merciful with us. The Meiri  

(taani 18) wrote that the Fast of Esther is a fast  
joy, completely different to any 

 other fast.  

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

One night of Rosh HaShana, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai had a 
dream that the sons of his sister were charged six hundred dinarim 
(coins) by the king. So he went and told them to give charity and 
he said that when they would give any charity, they should write it 
down and by the end of the year, they should go to him and 
calculate how much they spent and he would pay it back to them. 
At the end of the year, when they were busy working with their silk 
fabrics, a from the King's court came to them and told them: either 
you make a cloak for the king from that silk or you will have to 
pay a fine of six hundred dinarim. And he took them to prison. 
When Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai heard this, he went to them 
and asked them: “how much were your expenses on charity?” so 
they gave him the list in which they had written their expenses. He 
read the list and calculated that they had spent six hundred 
dinarim minus six (594). So he said to them: “give me six dinarim 
and I will get you out of prison” They told him: “you see that guard 
over there? He offered to get us out of prison for six hundred 
dinarim (as a bribe) and you will get us out for only six dinarim?” so 
he said “just give me six dinarim and I'll take care of it”. So they 
gave him the money and he gave it to the guard and they were 
freed. 
Rabbi Shimon was then asked: “how did you know that six dinarim 
would be enough?” So he answered: “on the night of Rosh 
HaShana, it was decreed that they were going to lose six hundred 
dinarim” So they said: “then why didn’t you tell us before that we 
had to give six hundred dinarim for charity and we wouldn’t have 
had to go to jail?” Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai answered: “because if I 
would have told you, you wouldn’t have done the mitzvah for its 
sake, rather you would have done it for your own benefit”.  


