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Learning from Others 
In the current Parasha, Jacob, our father, summons each of his sons, one by one, and blesses and 
reproaches them. On the one hand, he lectures each about their weaknesses and advises on how to 

improve on them, and on the other hand, he praises their strengths and their unique individual abilities and 

blesses them with a special blessing according to each son. Jacob chose not to bless them while together 

because each had their individual strengths and Jacob knew how to relate to each separately- because all 

people are different and they should all be spoken to accordingly and individually. 
Many times we know someone whom we feel we are much more capable than they and we feel that they 

don't have anything to teach us.  This is a completely erroneous, because truly there is something to learn 

from every single person!  People have five senses, when they are all working at the same time, they do 

not work at their full potential. However, when we only use one of our senses- by closing our eyes or ears, 

the sense that we are using becomes much more powerful. This is because when we are using more than 

one sense, they make each other weaker. The same happens with people and their strengths. We all have 
our different qualities. Some people are more sensitive but at the same time get angry easily. Some 

people are too cold, but at the same time are patient. Some are very good at math but at the same time 

have a very bad musical ear. And some are very musical but cannot solve a very simple math problem. We 

all have our own weak and strong areas. 

There is a phrase in the Talmud that says: “Just like their faces are different, so are their minds 

different” (Brachot 61).  All people are different and each and every one is special, we can learn from 

everybody. Every person has qualities that we can learn from, we can learn from every single person and 

become wiser. As our sages taught in Pirkei Avot,“Who is wise? The one who learns from every 

person”. 

Hear, my son, the instruction of your father and don't forsake the teaching of your mother (Mishlei 1:8). Get into the habit of always speaking calmly to everyone. This will prevent you from anger, a serious 

character flaw which causes people to sin. As our Rabbis said (Nedarim 22a): Whoever flares up in anger is subject to the discipline of Gehinnom as it is says in (Kohelet 12:10), "Cast out anger from your 

heart, and [by doing this] remove evil from your flesh." Etc.  Once you have distanced yourself from anger, the quality of humility will enter your heart. This radiant quality is the finest of all admirable traits 

(see Avodah Zarah 20b), (Mishlei 22:4), "Following humility comes the fear of Hashem."  Through humility you will also come to fear Hashem. It will cause you to always think about (see Avot 3:1) where you came from 

and where you are going, and that while alive you are only like a maggot and a worm, and the same after death. It will also remind you before Whom you will be judged, the King of Glory, as it is stated (Kings I, 8:27; 

Mishlei 15:11), "Even the heaven and the heavens of heaven can't contain You" -- "How much less the hearts of people!" It is also written (Jeremiah 23:24), "Do I not fill heaven and earth? says Hashem." Etc.  

Why should one feel proud? Is it because of wealth? Hashem makes one poor or rich (Samuel I, 2:7). Is it because of honor? It belongs to Hashem, as we read (I Divrei Hayamim 29:12), "Wealth and honor come from 

You." So how could one adorn himself with Hashem's honor? And one who is proud of his wisdom surely knows that Hashem "takes away the speech of assured men and reasoning from the sages" (Job 

12:20)!? So we see that everyone is the same before Hashem, since with His anger He lowers the proud and when He wishes He raises the low. So lower yourself and Hashem will lift you up!  Therefore, I will now 

explain to you how to always behave humbly. Speak gently at all times, with your head bowed, your eyes looking down to the ground and your heart focusing on Hashem. Don't stare at the person to whom you are 

speaking. Consider everyone as greater than yourself. If he is wise or rich, you should give him respect. If he is poor and you are richer -- or wiser -- than he, consider yourself to be more guilty than he, and that 

he is more worthy than you, since when he sins it is through error, while yours is deliberate and you should know better!  In  all your actions, words and thoughts, always regard yourself as standing before 
Hashem, with His Presence above you, for His glory fills the whole world. Speak with fear and awe, as a slave standing before his master. Act with restraint in front of everyone. When someone calls you, don't 

answer loudly, but gently and softly, as one who stands before his mentor. Etc. 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Escorting Guests: 
1. It’s a mitzvah to escort your guests as they’re leaving your home. This mitzvah is 

greater than that of receiving guests. Our sages said that whoever neglects escorting 
his guests, it’s as if he has killed them; and whenever one does escort his guests, it 

protects them from any harm that could happen to them on their way. 

2. Some say the mitzvah of escorting one's guests has no set measures, but the more 

one escorts them, the greater their reward. In any case, one should try to escort them 
for at least four amot [about two meters]. 

In our times, many people don’t fulfill the mitzvah of escorting one's guests because the 

guests do not expect to be honored such anymore. The host should still try to escort 

them for four amot – because it brings the guest protection from being harmed and also 
while the host is escorting the guest, Hashem's Presence is with them. 

3.  A person who escorts his guest to the bus stop or his car should wait there until he 

cannot see the guest anymore, before returning home. 

4. If Reuben is escorting Shimon, Shimon should not tell Reuben not to escort him so as 

not to bother him. For, if he does so, he would be preventing the presence of Hashem to 

be with them in fulfillment of the mitzvah. 

5. If Shimon does not want Reuben to bother escorting him, he can tell him after he has 

been escorted a bit: “I don’t want to bother you more”. In that case, Hashem’s Presence 
will not go away from them. 

6. One must be very careful not to separate himself from him friend while crying, 

because it could be very dangerous. If one cannot avoid crying, he should cry before 

they are separated from each other. 

7. Our sages wrote in the Talmud: When a person says goodbye to his friend, he should 
not say “go in peace”, rather “go for peace”. However, if the other person doesn’t have 

the custom of saying such, one does not need to say it. If possible, it’s always better to 

say “go for peace”- as our sages wrote in the Talmud- so as to prevent possible 

dangers. 

8. If one’s friend is going away, one should give him a coin and tell him: “I am giving you 

this coin so that you will give it as charity on my behalf when you arrive at your 

destination”. Then his friend will become a messenger for a mitzvah and he will be 

protected on his way. 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanina 
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Gossip 
The prohibition to gossip is very severe. It is a  

very bad and harsh sickness of curiosity to convey  
and reveal the private matters of others. When this 

 happens, one causes the listener to sin as well. 
Praised is he, who is not curious about the affairs of  

others, for this curiosity can lead to a direct Torah prohibition.   
One of the decrees of the wicked Greeks was to break down 

 the doors of the Jewish homes, so that they would not have 

privacy. The Righteous Joseph underwent a difficult test, 
because he worked in Potiphar's home and he had to be there  

all of the time. Our sages wrote in Tractate Brachot (63) “A 
person should not be appointed to work in someone else’s  

house”. Even when one is invited to a person’s home, he  
should try not to look around too much. That way, he  

won’t come to see things that he shouldn’t know  
about. 

(HaRav Chaim Rabi)  

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanina was a great sage of Israel, as well as one of the Levi's that 
served in the Temple at the end of the Second Temple period. 

His wisdom opened before him the gates of emperors and scholars, though his appearance was 
far from impressive.  Rabbi Yehoshua was ugly. 

Once, at one of his many visits in the Caesar's home, the daughter of the Caesar turned to him 
and defiantly asked: “How can such magnificent wisdom be contained in such an ugly vessel?” 

Rabbi Yehoshua disregarded the insult and asked: 

-“Please tell me, in which vessels are the finest wines of the Caesar stored?” 
-"In clay jugs, obviously!" Answered the Caesar’s daughter without understanding what the 

Jewish sage was seeking. 
- "What? Like everybody else?!" Rabbi Yehoshua stood in dismay, "All the people use clay jugs to 

store their wine, How is it that the Caesar also uses such a simple vessel?" 
- "So what should we store them in?" "The Caesar's daughter asked a practical question." 

- "It would be appropriate for the Caesar to store his wine in vessels of silver and gold!" With 
this, Rabbi Yehoshua ended the strange conversation and went on his way.  

At the request of the Caesar's daughter, all of the Caesar's wine was transferred from clay jugs 
to jars of silver and gold, embossed with the Caesar's seal. 

After a period of time, the Caesar’s servants discovered that the wine had spoiled. 
-"Who gave you such a ridiculous idea?" inquired the Caesar at his daughter and discovered that 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanina was behind the idea. The Caesar quickly summoned Rabbi Yehoshua 

for clarification. "Why did you say that to her?" asked the Caesar.  
- "I answered her relevantly.  She asked me about my appearance, how such wisdom could be 

confined to such an ugly vessel, so I demonstrated to her that also the Caesar's wine is confined 
to such ugly vessels.  

- "But I also know people of pleasant appearance that are wise in Torah!’ said the Caesar. 
- "If they are wise now, they would be even wiser if they were ugly. For it is easier for an ugly 

person to subdue himself and not be arrogant. The Torah is acquired through submission.  When 
one humbles himself- he becomes more attuned, he accepts more, and thus he becomes wiser. 

(Taken from the Talmud in Taanit p. 7 and Rashi's explanation is from Shalom La’am) 


