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Making the Simple One Wise 
“These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel” [Devarim 1:1] The book of Devarim is also referred to as “Mishna Torah- A 

review of the Torah”, because the four previous books are solely the words of Hashem; without addition or explanation. Devarim, 
however, includes the words that Moses spoke, as well as Moses' admonition and recapping of the sins of the Children of Israel while in 

the desert and reminding them of Hashem's mercy and love. He also reminded them of the mitzvot that they would be able to fulfill upon 

entering the land of Israel. This is why the book of Devarim is called “Mishna Torah”- because in it is a review of events and 

commandments that were already written in the previous books. In the book of Shemot; Hashem tells Moses to go and speak to Pharaoh 

and tell him to send the Jews out of Egypt, but Moses replied to Hashem “I am not a man of words” (Shemot 4:10).  But here, in this week’s 
reading portion, we see that it is written: “These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel”. How could it be that when Hashem 

sends him to speak to the Pharaoh to redeem the Jews he refuses, but now he accepts to say the whole book of Devarim, which took 

him 36 days! We know it took him 36 days because it says in the verse “It came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on 

the first of the month, that Moses spoke to the Children of Israel” (verse 3), this was the 1st of Shvat and we know that Moses passed 
away on the 7th of Adar, which is 36 days after [and has the numerical value of “אלה ,” from “these are the words” 36]. And the words 

that Moses spoke in the book of Devarim weren’t simple words! He spoke words of reproach, he explained mitzvot to the people;  he 
spoke very elevated words! How could it be that they were spoken by someone who said about himself “I am not a man of words”!  This 

question is asked in the Midrash Tanchuma, but what he said about himself was before receiving the Torah, and Moses learned it for 40 

years in the desert after that. The Torah clearly influenced him up to the point that the very same man that once said “I am not a man 

of words, my mouth is heavy and my tongue is heavy”, was able to say “these are the words…” and say the whole book of Devarim. 

We learn from here that before Moses learned the Torah that was given to us in Mt. Sinai, he was afraid to speak before a king and his 
ministers. Rashi says (Shemot 4:10), that Hashem asked Moses for seven days to go to send the Jews out of Egypt and Moses only 

accepted to do so on the seventh day with the condition that Aaron would be the spokesman. But after receiving the Torah, and after 

Moses sat and learned for so many years, the Torah healed him of his physical limitations and made him be able to stand in front of the 

nation and say the whole book of Devarim. As the prophet Isaiah said (35:6): “Then the lame shall skip like a hart, and the tongue of the 

mute shall sing, for water [here water refers to Torah] has broken out in the desert and streams in the plain”. We should have in mind 

that we have the strength of the Torah, which heals us and strengthens the ones that are occupied with it. As King David wrote, “The 

Torah of Hashem is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is faithful, making the simple one wise”. (Psalms 19:8) 

It says in the Talmud, in Tractate Taanit (30) that Whoever mourns over Jerusalem, will merit to see the happiness of its reconstruction in the 
future and whoever doesn’t mourn over Jerusalem, won’t merit to see its reconstruction. As it says in Isaiah 66:10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem and 
exult in her all those who love her: rejoice with her a rejoicing, all who mourn over her”. There is a story in the book Bnei Tzion of a man who 
used to treat the 9th of Av as a regular day. Once, the Rabbi of the city went to reproach him, but the man answered “Why should I mourn over 
something that happened thousands of years ago, there is nothing in the world that people morn over for even hundreds of years!”. The Rabbi 
recalled what the Talmud says in Yevamot (65) - not to say something to someone if you know he won’t listen. Because it says in Mishlei 26:4 “Do 
not answer a fool according to his folly lest even you become like him”. But the Rabbi didn’t forget the man's words. In those days, the Rabbis were 
permitted by the governments to judge and punish people for sinning. After half a year passed, when it was Purim time, the man had bought wine, 
soups and all sorts of baked goods to celebrate Purim. When he was preparing for the feast of Purim, a group of policemen came into his home and 
took him to jail. He was told it was by the order of the Rabbi. But what had the man done? The whole city gathered and they were all commenting on 
what had happened. A group of people went to confront the Rabbi and asked him: “Why is he being punished?” they continued “And even if he did do 
something wrong, why couldn’t he be punished tomorrow? The Rabbi answered “The truth is he didn’t really sin”. “Then why was he taken to jail!? 
Why did you have to ruin his Purim party?” they asked him. The Rabbi answered: “This man isn’t really celebrating Purim. If he doesn’t think he 
should be mourning over the destruction of the Temple because it happened thousands of years ago, why would he be celebrating Purim, which 
happened about 450 years before the destruction of the Temple?!” (Maayan Hashavua) 

“If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [its skill]”(Psalms 137:5)  
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Fast of the 9th of Av 
Fast Begins: 8:17pm (Saturday night) 

Fast Ends:8:53pm (Sunday night) 
B’H May He turn these days from sorrow to 

joy and from mourning to Holiday   



  
The sound of gunfire had been silenced since the cease fire began a few hours ago. The 
French and the Germans; each on opposite sides of the 'Maginot Line', had been fighting 
extensively before the Germans had proposed the cease fire. The Commander of the 
French troops decided that this was the chance to take part of the troops to a village 
located about 1 1/2 kilometers from the Maginot Line to restock on food and supplies. 
They arrived and the cooks made a fire and put on it a nice big pot with milk, sugar and 
semolina in order to prepare a cereal for the troops. It smelled delicious and the soldiers 
were very hungry and anxious to eat it. Suddenly a man came running from the other side 
of the village and yelling “Commander! Commander! The Germans began firing and have 
crossed the Maginot Line and are coming straight toward us!” A loud noise of trumpets 
was heard and the commander yelled “Soldiers, get on your horses and retreat”. After a 
few minutes, there was silence and an empty camp where they had been.  A young soldier 
from a village near Marseille came out from a window; his name was John Botanko. He 
looked in all directions to make sure that everyone was gone and went to where the pot of 
cereal was. John was a spoiled soldier who wasn’t all that interested in fighting wars and 
he was very hungry. He filled up two plates of cereal and tied them to the horse and 
caught up with the rest of the troops. But the cereal was steaming hot and it leaked and 
burnt the horse, which caused the horse to gallop and rage out of control. When John 
reached the border of the two countries, he tried to stop the horse, but the hot cereal 
dripped on the horse again and he went straight in the direction of the Germans. John tried 
to scream for help but nobody understood what he was screaming about. All they saw was 
a French soldier, alone, in their territory, obviously without fear for the enemy. They 
became petrified, thinking he could be dangerous, and they began fleeing from him. The 
French soldiers who saw this began to roar with excitement when they saw this brave lone 
soldier going into enemy territory and having them flee from him. The commander of the 
French troops decided to honor John for his courage. When the war was over, John 
returned to his village near Marseille.  The townspeople celebrated their brave soldier and 
the village council held a ceremony in honor of their fellow citizen. At the beginning, John 
had thought about fessing up about the whole incident, but everyone had made such a 
huge deal, it felt too late to turn back. If he told the truth now, everyone would be 
disappointed and he would be so ashamed. John got married and had children, and every 
year he was invited to the ceremony of recognition of the brave soldiers of the French 
army. But he never told anyone his secret, he knew he was receiving honors that he didn’t 
really deserve- he was a simple soldier who just wanted to eat some cereal, but who could 
he tell his secret to? Who could advice him? He knew that in the moment he would tell 
someone about it, it would not be a secret anymore. John became old and one day while 
recalling his childhood, he remembered the way his mother lit the Shabbat candles and 
how his father used to go to the synagogue. He also remembered how one day his 
grandfather took him to a wise and old Rabbi, and he suddenly had an idea. “I should go 
and get advice from a Rabbi”, he thought “I am a Jew, and when I have a problem I should 
speak to a Rabbi. He won't tell anyone”. John requested a meeting and went to see the 
Rabbi. He said to him “Rabbi, I have been living with a lie all my life. I was given honor for 
something I didn’t do” and he told him his story. The Rabbi responded “In the Torah there 
is a verse that says: ‘Hashem will fight for you and you will hold your peace’. He who fights 
all wars and decides which side will win is not a Commander of some country. Hashem 
does all of that. Hashem was the One who caused you take the cereal and made you spill 
it on the horse; in order to scare the Germans and make them flee. Therefore, keep your 
secret and let your children and the people honor you. You were an emissary from 
Hashem! ”. The verse that the Rabbi quoted is in this week’s Parasha. This verse gives us 
faith and trust in Hashem. He is promising us that He will fight against our enemies and 
win over them. We should know and recognize that it is not the missiles or the planes that 
fight for us. As it is written in the Psalm; “If Hashem doesn't guard the city, its watcher 
keeps its vigil in vain” (HaRav Itamar Meir, Shalom Laam). 

A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
 Laws of: Fast of the 9th of Av 

1.  When the 9th of Av falls on Shabbat, and the fast is postponed for the next day, it 

is permitted to eat meat and drink wine in honor of the Shabbat and we should have 

a meal fit for King Solomon, including the Third Meal; which we conclude close to 

the onset of the fast. 

2. It is forbidden to: eat, drink, anoint oils, wear leather footwear, and conduct 

marital relations. All of these prohibitions apply from sunset (this year Saturday 

evening) until the stars come out on the next day (on Sunday night).  

3. It is appropriate not to smoke during the fast, especially at the synagogue when 

we read Lamentations and Kinot (sad poems). However, if one must smoke is 

permitted but should do so in his home, in privacy. 

4. It is forbidden to shower, whether it is cold or hot water makes no difference.  It 

is forbidden even to wash your fingers. 

5. If one’s hands became soiled, one is allowed to wash off the dirt, but should try 

to avoid washing the entire hand. 

6. One should only wash up to the finger joints for the ritual hand washing in the 

morning and after relieving ones' self. 

7. Wearing leather shoes are forbidden for both men and women, but shoes made 

of fabric or rubber are permitted. 

8. Everyone is obligated to fast, even pregnant women and women who are 

breastfeeding.  However, if a pregnant woman or a woman who is breastfeeding is 

ill; even if it is an illness that doesn’t put her in risk, she is exempt from fasting. But 

one should always consult a Rabbi in regards to ceasing a fast. 

9. A sick person, even if he is not at risk, is allowed to eat on the 9th of Av. But he 

should abstain from eating delicacies. 

10. A woman who is breastfeeding should fast. However, if her baby is sick and the 

doctor said that the mother’s fast could be harmful to the baby, she should eat for 

the baby's sake. (Yalkut Yosef) 
Shabbat Shalom To All IsraelShabbat Shalom To All Israel  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

The Cereal that Made the 

Enemy Flee 

Bulletin dedicated to the Complete Recovery of:  David Rafael ben Inbal  

 

The 9th of Av 
1. On this day in the year 2449 from creation  

(1312 BCE) the Exodus generation was condemned to  
stay in the desert until they died out and only their  

children would enter the Promised Land. 

2. On this day in 3338 (423 BCE), the First Temple was  

destroyed. 

3. On this day in 3829 (69 CE), the Second Temple was destroyed. 

4. On this day in 3881 (133 CE), the city of Beitar was conquered, 

 at the end of Bar Kochba's rebellion. 

5. That same year, Jerusalem was plowed under and its name  
changed to the Roman name of “Iliya Kapitolina”. 

6. On this day in 5050 (1290 CE), four thousand Jews were  

expulsed from England and all their belongings confiscated. 

7. On this day in 5066 (1306 CE) the Jews were expulsed  

from France. 

8. On this day in 5252 (1492 CE) the last Jews were  

expulsed from Spain. 

9. On this day in 5258 (1498 CE) the Jews were  
expulsed from Portugal. 

10. On this day in 5765 (2005 CE) the  Jews  

were expulsed from their homes in Gush 

 Katif and the land was given to 

 the Palestinians. 


