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The Torah of Truth 
The Children of Israel experienced great miracles during the exodus. We can’t even begin to imagine the 

miracles that Hashem fulfilled for them. We know that Hashem, in His infinite wisdom, created this world. 
Straight down to the tiniest atom, body cells, and microscopic creatures, to the huge and incredible cosmos 

that make Planet Earth seem like a grain of sand in a great hall. That very same Creator created the laws of 
nature and decided to change those laws of nature at specific times so as to reveal His greatness. 

It says in the Midrash Raba (Berehsit Raba 5:5), quoting Rabbi Yochanan, that Hashem had previously told the 
sea to split for the Jews…Rabbi Yermiahu ben Elazar said that Hashem not only told the sea to split, but also 

gave instruction to all His other creations- during the six days of creation! As it says (Isaiah 45:12) “I made the 
earth, and I created man upon it; as for Me- My hands stretched out the heavens, and I ordained their host”. I 

commanded the sea to split for Israel, I commanded the heavens and the earth to stand still for Moses, I 
commanded the sun and the moon to stand still for Joshua, I commanded the ravens to nourish Eliyahu the 

prophet, I commanded the fire not to harm Chanania, Mishael and Azaria, I commanded the lions not to harm 
Daniel, I commanded the heavens to open with Ezekiel's  voice, I commanded the whale to spit out Jonah. 

The Meam Loez (Shemot part I, 350) wrote that we certainly should believe in those miracles and they're 
truth. We mustn't be like the philosophers that only believe in what they see with their eyes and understand 

with their minds and do not believe in the sages. Those who are G-d fearing believe in Hashem and that He 
created the world from nothingness, thus he can certainly perform miracles that go against the laws of 

nature and beyond our comprehension. If we look well, we can see such amazing things in the world. For 
example: in a city where there is no sea and it's residents have never even seen a sea or even a fish- if a 
person would go to them and tell them that there is a place where there is a lot of water and creatures that 

can only live in the water, the people would not believe him because they know that any being that falls into the 

water, without air- it dies. Moreover, if the person would tell them that those beings live when they are in the water and die when they are taken out of it, they would 

not believe him at all, for he is telling stories outside of nature. The same applies to all that we see in this world. We are used to everything and it is natural. Though, 
the wise know that everything is from Hashem. In the last centuries, there have been archeological discoveries that verify facts that we have read in the Torah and 

were taught by our sages in the oral law. Archeologists in our times, have the ability to bring forth evidence to many events written in the Torah. The following 
examples are taken from the book “Mesilot El HaEmuna” from page 241. 

Professor Nelson Glueck wrote: “I have worked for many days in archeology and until today I haven’t found an object, revealed an ancient city or had the chance to 
find any archeological founding at all that would contradict what is written in the Bible”. 

Will Durant wrote in his book: “…the story of the Jews as unfolded in the Bible has stood the test of criticism and archeology; every year adds corroboration from 
documents, monuments, or excavations...We must accept the Biblical account provisionally until it is disproved” 

Dr. Yochanan Aharoni wrote: “…the new discoveries have changed the approach of the researchers in relation to the writings. Today they relate to them as their first 
historical source…There is no researcher that can prove wrong the tradition we have received from generation to generation” 

We can use the archeological findings not to prove the facts that we learn in the Torah, but to strengthen our faith. Moses is true and his Torah is truth. (Chag Pesach 

BeHalacha U'BeHagada)  
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Riddle of the Week:   
Whay this Shebbat name 

‘The Big Shabbat’ ?   

Kimcha D'Pischa! 
( Passover Food-drive)  

In honor of Passover, we have begun to collect 

donations in order to purchase baskets of food 

for needy families in Israel.   

Blessings, abundance and success to you all. 

May the Almighty send blessings from above. 

Announcement   
 you can purchase Matzot, cookies and kosher for passover 

food items.  Supplies are limited.  
For details and orders call Irit at 956-908-3120 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Matanot La'evionim ("Gifts to the Poor"): 

1. Bedikat Chametz is done in the beginning of the night of the 14th of Nisan, 
using a candle. It should be done right after the appearance of stars, which is 

about twenty minutes after the sunset. 

2. Even though we usually do not say a blessing when it's uncertain whether it 
is a mitzvah from the Torah; we do say a blessing on Bedikat Chametz even if 

there might not even be chametz in the house. The blessing before checking is 

“Baruch Ata….Asher Kideshanu…Al Biur Chametz”. 

3. It is forbidden to talk between saying the blessing and completing the 

inspection. If someone spoke after saying the blessing and before starting the 

search, he should repeat the blessing. During the Bedikah, one may say things 
that have to do with the checking, but one may not talk about other things. 

4. If someone began to check and then remembered he had not said the 

blessing, he may say the blessing as long as he hasn’t finished with the search. 

5. The blessing of “Shehecheyanu” does not need to be said on the mitzvah of 

Bedikat Chametz. However, because there is an opinion of some of our sages 
that one does need to say “Shehecheyanu”, one should try to have a new fruit 

and say the blessing of “Shehecheyanu” over it after beginning with the 

Bedikah. 

6. One may say the blessing and then do the inspection in more than one house 

or in one’s store, etc. If the houses that one wants to check are far away from 

each other, one may have in his mind of not including the other places when 
saying the blessing and then say the blessing when he is at the other place. 

7. If it is hard for a person to do the checking in all the rooms of his home, he 

may ask more people to have the intention of helping him when hearing the 
blessing and answer “Amen” and then help him with the Bedikah. 

8. A person’s car needs to be checked on the night of the 14th of Nisan, even if 

it was cleaned very well beforehand. It needs to be done even if the owner does 
not intend to use the car during the days of Pesach.  

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Freedom 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

Koshering Kitchenware for  

Pesach Use  
The Mateh Moshe wrote that some of our  

sages say it is best to kosher kitchenware (hagalat 
 keilim) three days before Pesach. 

The Kaf HaChaim wrote in the name of Shiirei Kneset  
HaGedolah that in our times it is best to be stringent and  

do it at the beginning of the month so as to do it calmly and 
 not get confused. 

Shabbat HaGadol 
The Mishna Brura wrote that we have the custom to have a  

Torah lecture on Shabbat HaGadol (The Sabbath before 

 Pesach) and Shabbat Shuva. The idea of the lecture is to  
teach the laws of Koshering kitchenware, Biur Chametz  

and other laws of  Pesach. The class needs to be  
practical. The Yaabetz wrote in his Siddur Amudei  

Shamaim that the custom of Israel is that every  
Rabbi gives a lecture to his congregants 

 about laws pertaining to Pesach and  
mentions all the relevant  

cautions. 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

When meeting Johnny Stewart, the owner of one of the biggest shoe factories in the US, it's hard 
to believe that he began as a simple employee in the factory. 

Johnny grew up in a neighborhood near the factory. He did not even finish elementary school. At 
the age of 14, he began to work for the factory. Like all the other workers, he respected and 

awed the owners of the factory Bill and Martin very much. They would go around the factory 
giving orders to all of the shift managers. However, at the age of 21, Johnny’s life changed 

forever. He used to buy lottery tickets every week, and he finally won a substantial amount. 
After a few hours, the entire neighborhood knew about it. Many people were very jealous of the 

new millionaire and very few people were actually happy for him. Johnny decided that he wanted 
to stop working for the factory, but Bill called him for a meeting. At the meeting, Bill proposed 

him to buy half of the company. He told him that Martin had lost a lot of money in a different 
business and wanted to sell his share. “Instead of brining in a person I don’t know, I’d rather 

have you as a partner”, said Bill. “And you know the factory ‘from below’ very well, so you have a 

lot to contribute to its productivity”. They closed the deal and Johnny went from working in the 
manufacturing hall to working in the executive office. He discovered that he was a smart man 

and began learning management principles and was able to introduce changes that helped the 
enterprise grow. The workers were happy for his success and liked the way he managed the 

company.  Johnny had only one problem: Martin. The previous partner still worked for the 
company as the finance executive officer at a small office at the end of the hall. That did not 

bother Johnny. His problem was that he never got over the intimidation of him that he had had 
as an employee. Martin had his own ideas on how to manage the company, and even though he 

was not part of the executives, Johnny did not want to contradict him. Johnny felt small in 
comparison to Martin, even though he was now his boss. For instance, if Johnny needed to give 

Martin a document, he wouldn’t call him into his office. He would walk all the way to the end of 

the hall to Martin and give it to him. 
One day, Bill and Johnny were at a meeting. Martin entered the room and Bill turned to him and 

asked him for two cups of coffee. Martin told him “I am a finance executive office, not a waiter”. 
“You work for me” answered Bill, “so please do as I ask you or you can leave”. 

Martin, who was in economic struggles at that moment, left the office and returned with two 
cups of coffee. “And now, get rid of the garbage” ordered Bill. Johnny did not want to look; it was 

hard for him to see how Martin was humiliated. He did not even understand why Bill was acting 
that way.  That wasn't the last time. From that day on, Bill began to act disgracefully towards 

Martin whenever he had the chance. Two weeks passed and there was a board meeting in which 
Martin participated. He began to talk about the changes that there had been in the company 

since he left. But that time, Johnny did not sit quietly as he had always done. The interrupted 
Martin in the middle of a sentence and said “We did not ask for your opinion, so please sit down 

and just answer our questions”. 

Johnny looked at Bill thankfully. He finally understood what Bill was doing. By humiliating Martin, 
Bill had helped Johnny get over his intimidation of him. 

On Pesach we remember the exodus from Egypt. The nation of Israel was not only physically 
enslaved to the Egyptians, they were also spiritually enslaved. They Jews had been their slaves 

for hundreds of years and were used to seeing the Egyptians as their masters. 
When Hashem took the Jews out of Egypt, they were finally freed in the physical sense. But the 

Jews stayed with the slave mentality in their hearts… What did Hashem do? He made the 
Egyptians chase after them and sunk them in the sea, humiliating them. Only after the Jews saw 

the Egyptians sink in the sea, they were able to get over their fear, receive the Torah and enter 
The Land of Israel. (Shalom Laam) 


