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Social Justice  
“Hashem spoke to Moses, saying:  Pinchas son of Elazar the son of Aaron the Kohen, turned back my wrath 

from upon the Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged My vengeance among them, so that I did not 

consume the Children of Israel in My vengeance... (Pinchas 25:11-12) When the Children of Israel got involved with 

gentile women, Hashem sent them a plague and 24,000 people of our nation died.  If the plague wasn’t going to be 

finished by Pinchas, he wouldn’t have done his brave act. Pinchas entered the tent of the head of the tribe of Shimon- 

Zimri ben Saloh, who was with Kozbi bat Tzur -the princess of Midian and he killed both of them. The holy Ohr Hachaim 

explained on the verse “when he zealously avenged My jealousy among them”, that it could have just said “when he 

zealously”. However, Hashem added the words “avenged My jealousy among them” to teach us that Pinchas did not 
have any personal interests at all, all that he did was for the honor of Hashem.  In the Slichot (forgiveness) prayers it 

says “Pinchas has a pure jealousy for Your name”, because if the jealousy hadn’t been pure and holy, he wouldn’t have 

been permitted to do the act that he did; because jealousy for Hashem can only be done with a complete purity of the 

heart. Rabbeinu Yonah wrote in the book “Shaarei Tshuvah” (Gates of Repentance) [Gate 3: 219] that even though one 

has to make known who the sinner is when there’s a sin, if the person himself also sinned, he shouldn’t publicize the 

other sinner. This is because his true intention is to make himself feel better. Also, one should not embarrass the 
sinner by making known his sins. Let’s think a little on how many times we have been upset at someone because he 

spoke badly about someone else or hurt someone. We were justified in being upset at him, but we’ve also done it to 

others! HaRav Shalom Meir Wallach wrote [Maayan Hashavua] that we are not to prove and condemn justice. But if 
we are still going to do it, we should stop and reflect to ourselves honestly: Are we doing it for the sake of Hashem or 

are we also acting out of anger, irritation and impatience. Because if we are, it is not the kind of jealousy we are 

allowed to have and act with. To reach the level of Pinchas and have pure jealousy for Hashem, without any personal 
interests at all, one needs to be on a very high level [spiritually]. Only the very pure stand on the level that he used to. 

Today’s Pinchas are the Gedolei Hador (the leaders of our generation) and we, in most cases, are only acting out of our 

own bad qualities, so ultimately, we should try to refrain from criticizing and complaining about other people. 

 A man went to a village and asked where to find the head of the village. Everyone he asked would answer: “Ah, the head of the village? That villain, that robber, 
that tyrant” and then gave his instructions on how to get to his house. When the man got to the house of the head of the village, he asked him “Tell me, how 

much do they pay you for your job as the head of the village?” To what he answered “nothing, it’s a volunteer job!” “And is it a hard job,” he asked. “Yes, I have 
so many things to do; I am the judge, the representative of the residents, and I do all I can for them to be well. It is a very hard job.” So the man looked at him 

and asked “So then, why do it?  If it is such a hard job and you don’t even get paid?” The man answered “What do you mean, doesn't honor mean anything to 
you?” The man worked hard for his honor, while everyone spoke badly about it behind his back… 

The real leaders of Israel don’t delude themselves. As we saw in our weekly Torah portion (Bamidbar 27:18) “Take for yourself Yehoshua son of Nun, a man of 

spirit, and you shall lay your hand upon him.”, and you will present him”, Rashi explains: and you will present Israel to him and tell him: you should know 
that they are bores and objectors. So then, why would he accept to be their leader? Rashi adds (27:22) that Moshe showed Yehoshua the reward of the leaders 

of the generation in the world to come. Because in this world- the leaders don’t see any reward. In this world it is an ungrateful task! (Maayan Hashavua) 

Honor and Respect are Hard Earned 

Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:55 pm 

Arvit: 8:25 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

 

MIKVE FOR WOMEN OPEN EVERY NIGHT! 
 

Bulletin dedicated for the souls of:  
Uri Shira bat Yochevet, Yaakov ben Fraycha, 

Ilana bat Simcha, Aliza (Lizo) bat Bruriya  
Along with all the departed souls of Israel 

Rest In Peace 
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed soul, 

 a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Candle Lighting: 8:06 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 9:02 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 9:35 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times: 
B’H The Third Meal of Shabbat will be after Minha 

Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 6:oo pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:35pm 

Arvit: 8:35pm 

Followed by Havdala 

 With Great Appreciation  

to our Shabbat hosts:  

Shlomi Zar and Family 

Blessing on Shabbat: 

New Moon for the month of Av: 

Thursday night at 12am 

B’H Thursday night after Arvit 

there will be a community meal 
in honor of the New Month 



In a certain city, there was a group of people who would work during the day 
and attend to a Torah class at night. The class had been given for many 
years, and the caretaker of the synagogue always served tea and coffee to 
the attendees. The caretaker was a volunteer and therefor not paid for his 
services, and yet the people weren’t content with his work. Why was that? 
The caretaker would only serve up to half of the cup, never more than that. 
The people weren't pleased with that. In the winter, they wanted more tea 
and coffee so that they could warm up their hands with the hot cup. And in 
the summer, they were very thirsty and half a cup of tea was just not 
enough. But the caretaker refused to serve full cups, even though people 
asked him for more, he would serve half a cup every time. Many years 
passed, and the caretaker never changed his ways. After many years, the 
caretaker became ill and he asked his son to substitute him. His son agreed 
and went to fulfill his father’s job. When he got to the synagogue, everyone 
who saw him thought “Finally, we will be served full cups of tea and 
coffee”…. The Rabbi began with his class while the caretaker’s son prepared 
the cups of coffee and tea in the kitchen. He served a tray full of cups, he 
poured water on them and leaves of mint, sugar and he went to serve the 
students. As he was entering the room, they heard the steps of his sick 
father coming in. He had forgotten to tell his son the most important 
instructions: not to fill more than half in the cups! So he rushed to the 
synagogue, took the tray from his son’s hands and proceeded to the kitchen 
and began spilling some of the tea and coffee in the sink. 
“Father, what are you doing?” asked his son. To what his father replied “You 
should know that I never told anyone the reason why I did this, but I will tell 
you. In this class, there are two men whose hands tremble. They don’t have 
full control of their hands. If I would serve them full cups, they would spill and 
they would be embarrassed. Therefore, all these years I’ve been careful to 
pour everyone half cups, so as not to cause embarrassment to those two 
men!” (Told by HaRav HaGaon Itzchak Ziat Shlit’’a, in “Meorot HaDaf Yomi”). 

A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of the Three Weeks 
1. Sefardic custom is to permit getting married from the 17th of Tammuz until Rosh Chodesh Av., 

but from Rosh Chodesh Av until the 9th of Av it is forbidden. However, if there is a great need, 

both Sefardim and Ashkenazim permit it. 

2. From the 17th of Tammuz until the 9th of Av, one should refrain from listening to religious 

music, even if recorded. However, in case of a mitzvah celebration, such as a circumcision, 

redemption of the first born, bar mitzvah, etc. one is allowed to listen to religious music, however, 

Ashkenazim do not permit it. (Yalkut Yosef 156). 

3. Even a person whose job involves music in some way, is not allowed to play music in these days 
(ibid). 
4. The custom is to refrain from eating a new fruit from the 17th of Tammuz until the 9th of Av, so 

that one doesn’t have to say the blessing of “sheecheyanu”, but on Shabbat one is allowed (ibid). 

5. The custom is not to wear a new article of clothing, but on Shabbat one is allowed. After Rosh 

Chodesh Av, the custom is to refrain from wearing new clothing ,even on Shabbat (ibid). 

6. Sefardim are allowed to cut their hair from the 17th of Tammuz until the week in which the 9th 

of Av falls. Ashkenazim have the custom to be more stringent and not to cut their hair from the 

17th of Tammuz until the 9th of Av. (ibid p. 159) 

7. The custom is to not eat meat from Rosh Chodesh Av until the 10th of Av, including on the 10th 
of Av. On Rosh Chodesh itself, the custom is to allow eating meat (ibid). 

8. It is permitted to eat meat in a mitzvah celebration meal, even after Rosh Chodesh Av (ibid). 

9. In the case of a sick person, he is allowed to eat meat, even if not severely ill (ibid p. 161). 

10. A Jew who owns a restaurant is allowed to sell foods that contain meat even after Rosh 

Chodesh, because there is a monetary loss. 

11. When the 9th of Av falls on Shabbat, it is good to refrain from cutting one’s hair and shaving on 
the previous week, so as not to enter the day of mourning looking very composed. (ibid p. 163). 

12. When the 9th of Av falls on Shabbat and it is postponed to the next day, one is allowed to do 

laundry the previous week. Ashkenazim are more stringent and do not do laundry from Rosh 

Chodesh (Shulchan Aruch). 

13. From Rosh Chodesh it is forbidden to do renovations on one’s home, unless it is necessary in 

order to have a place to live in. One is allowed to hire a non-Jew to do renovations and if he wants 

to work on the 9th of Av itself in order to complete his work earlier, he is allowed. It is better if 
one can wait and not have that kind of job done for him from Rosh Chodesh until the 9th of Av and 

he will be blessed if he waits (Shulchan Aruch 551:2 and Mishna Brura ibid). 

Shabbat Shalom To All IsraelShabbat Shalom To All Israel  
Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires disposal in geniza.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Consideration for Others 

Bulliten dedicated for a complete recovery of: Mordechai ben Rebi Yosef Amoyal 

Rosh Chodesh Av 
 1. When we enter the month of Av, we  

decrease our happiness. A Jew who has a trial 

 with a non Jew on this month should try to  
postpone it because the month has a bad mazal (luck).  

 2. In the year 2488 since the creation of the world in 

 Rosh Chodesh Av, Aaron Hakohen passed away. This is the 
 only date of a death that is mentioned in the Bilble. 

 3. The Ben Ish Chai wrote that the month is called Av (father) 

because in the future it will be the father of all of the months. 

This is because in Av many tragedies fell upon Israel, many  
good things must also happen, more than any other month, 

 as it is written: “Cause us to rejoice according to the days  

that You afflicted us, the years that we saw evil”.  

 4. It says in the Mishna Brura that there are places 

 in which people don’t shave and don’t cut their nails 
 on Rosh Chodesh, even when it falls on a Friday;  

that was the decree of Rabi Yehuda Hachasid. 

5. Sefardic custom is to permit eating meat  
on Rosh Chodesh Av, but there those  

who are stringent. 


