
Weekdays 
Shaharit: 7:45am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 7:30 pm 

Arvit: 8:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 

Torat Emet 

BS''D                   Shabbat Shoova 

Parashat Vayelech 
6  Tishrei 5773 
Bulletin No. 21 

By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

Shoova Israel 
This Shabbat; the Shabbat preceding Yom Kippur, is called ‘Shabbat Shoova’ because in the Haftart we 

read from Hoshea (14:2), where it says: ‘(Shoova Israel) Return, O' Israel, to HASHEM, your G-D…’ 

Here the prophet is beseeching the nation to repent.  Each of the ten days are important and on these 

days our repentance is received more than on any other days of the year.  It says in the book Benoam 

Siach that 'repentance' is perceived as a frightening word, it is like escaping from life and segregated 

from society by a strict regime.  However, the real meaning of ‘repentance’ is something that we 

unfortunately do not see so much in our days.  Repentance (teshuva) is a deep expression of security 

and self-accomplishment pertaining to the truth. Teshuva gives the person a renewed joy with all the 

material in his dominion, if it be grand or insignificant.  Every person comes to a moment of realization 

when they reflect on their path and say “this isn't it”; meaning “this” is not what I was searching for. 

Suddenly that frightening voice from within says “this is not what I intended for myself”. That is the 

moment when the person ‘repents’.  That very same feeling being "fed up” shouldn't be ignored. Just as 

the person who becomes intoxicated with only a few drops of alcohol, we as well, can take 'drops' of that 

moment and turn our whole lives around.  In the book “Orchot Hatesheva” it says that even just the 

thought of repenting, even if the person doesn’t do anything about it, it nonetheless brings in itself 

elevation. That is, in short the meaning of repentance (teshuva). It means the person stops, reflects, 

uncovers the neglected aspects, and turns into a “nishmat chaim” (living soul). In our days, when we 

speak about ‘making teshuva’, we are referring to those who didn’t grow up with Torah and mitzvah 

principles and decided to live a Torah guided life. However, each and every single Jew truly needs to 

make teshuva, and that is what we say in the Amida (Shmona Esrai) three times a day, “Make us return, our Father, to Your Torah…and bring us back 

with full teshuva in front of You”. This prayer is said by the whole nation, also by those who do the mitzvahs and also by those who never ate kosher or 

kept Shabbat, everyone asks Hashem to wake their hearts up and help them to repent. Everyone has to repent, even the ones who are Torah observant 

and even those on a very high spiritual level.  Making teshuva helps us to obtain our higher spiritual level. 

The Admor, Rabbi Shmuel MeNikelsburg used to say: “If I had the option, I would decide not to die, because in the next world there is no teshuva and 

Yom Kippur and what significance does a life without teshuva have?!”  And that is the base significance of the ten days of repentance and Yom 

Kippur; the big day for teshuva and atonement, as it says in Vayikra (16:30) “For on this day He shall provide atonement for you to purify you; from 

all your sins before HASHEM shall you be purified.  The Rambam writes in Hilchot Teshuva (2:7) that Yom Kippur is the time of repentance for every 

single person, individually and collectively, and it is the end of the days of forgiveness upon Israel. Therefore, everyone has the obligation to make 

teshuva and to repent on Yom Kippur. 

Our Congregation of Shoova Israel wishes everyone a "Chatima Tova" and a complete repentance, as the verse says: “Shoova Israel Ad Hashem 

Elokeicha (Return O' Israel to HASHEM your G-D)” (Hoshea 14:2). 

Bulletin dedicated to the souls of:  
Illana bat Simcha, Simcha bat Yamna  

Along with all of the departed souls of Israel 

Rest In Peace 
Dedicate this bulletin in honor of a departed 

soul, a medical recovery, success, etc.  

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 
 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat Shoova 
Candle Lighting: 7:07 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 7:59 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 8:37 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times:        shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  7:00 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 5:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  7:00pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 8:15pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation to our 
Shabbat Host: 

Menashe Amoyal 

Mincha Erev Chag: 2:00pm 

Kol Nidre: 7:15pm 

Shacharit: 7:45am 

Mincha: 4:30pm 

Nehila: 7:00pm 

Yom Kippur 
Candle Lighting: 7:03pm  

Fast Ends: 7:55pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 8:29pm 

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

Yom Kippur Prayer Times: 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Yom Kippur 

1. Yom Kippur does not atone for the sins between a man and his fellow, unless they 

make peace. Therefore, whoever had a dispute or took from his fellow, will not be 
forgiven until they make peace and/or he returns what he took from him. 

2. Whoever has a monetary dispute with his fellow should not solve it himself, for 

people tend to make bias judgments. (Tractate Shabbat 119) Rather, the dispute should be 

taken to a Rabbi who should then decide whom should pay whom. Even if a friend sued 
him, they should consult with a G-D fearing scholar, as it is written (Pirkei Avot verse 1) 

“Make yourself a Rabbi and distance yourself from doubts”.  

3. Someone who offended his fellow with words should also make peace with him, 

including someone who publicly embarrassed his friend; which is considered as if he 
killed him, for it is written that a person prefers to be thrown to a burning furnace than 

to be embarrassed in public. 

4. If the person does not want to forgive you the first time he is asked, he should be 

asked two or three times, and the person who apologizes should have three people with 
him. After the third time, if the person still does not want to forgive, the person who is 

apologizing is not obligated to insist anymore. However, if it is the Rabbi who was 

embarrassed, (and this includes anyone whom the person has heard words of Torah 
from) the person should go to him even a thousand times until he forgives him. 

5. It is forbidden for a person to be cruel and tough and not want to make peace. 

Everyone should be accommodating and when asked to forgive, they should give in with 

a full heart, because this is the way of the children of Israel. 

6. Whoever sinned against his friend should personally go and apologize and not send 
someone to do it for him or send a letter. But if the person thinks he won’t be forgiven 

so easily, he is allowed to send a friend of his to ask for forgiveness and come after 

him and complete his words and ask personally. 

7. It is a holy commandment to apologize with one’s parents for having dishonored 
them. Whoever doesn’t do it is considered a sinner and disrespectful to his parents. 

8. How good and pleasant it is if a person says that he forgives anyone who sinned 

against him physically or monetarily.  

. 
Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Think before you act 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin, Menashe ben Yosef  

 

Repentance 
In the book Meam Loez it says: Whoever wishes 

 to strengthen his Judaism and acquire Fear of Heaven, 

 should read the book of the Rambam in Hilchot Tshuva, 

 Hilchot Deot and Halachot Talmud Torah.  They are simple  

chapters that can break even someone with a heart of stone. 

 The Rambam wrote only of matters we are obliged to, so  

whoever doesn’t study this text will be ignorant on how to be  

cautious in them. 

Yom Kippur 
On Yom Kippur Isaac was tied to be sacrificed by Abraham. 

On Yom Kippur, in year 2449 since the creation of the world,  

Moses descended Mt. Sinai holding the second pair of tablets. 

On Yom Kippur in year 3087 since the creation of the world, it 

 was Shabbat, the prophet Zecharia attested to Israel that  

They had abandoned HASHEM and the Kohanim were  

ordered by King Yoash to stone him to death.  

Zecharia's blood then fermented for 252 years,  

until the destruction of the Temple.  

(Kohelet Rabbah 3:20) 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

  One day Max, a mechanical technician, was repairing a machine in a factory. The owner of the factory was 
very irritable and stressed and did not even offer him a glass of water. Max had a terrible headache and felt 

nauseous. He felt that if he didn’t drink water, he would faint, but the only people that were near him were 

the factory workers on the other side of a high fence. There were no stores or vending machines around in 

order to buy something to drink.  He began to imagine himself falling from the stairs to the floor when 
suddenly he noticed a pipe of water on the outside wall of the factory. He took out a drill from his tools and 

drilled a hole in the wall. Water started to come into the factory from the hole and Max got close to the hole 

and drank water for a long time. After he finished drinking, he found a piece of metal between his tools, and 
used it to stop the flow of water and went on his way. He didn’t think twice about what he had done and 

thought to himself “the owners of the factory won’t mind the small amount of water I took, it is insignificant 

for them”. 
There was a very festive environment in the factory of the “Slimfox” pills.  The day finally arrived when they 

would finally begin production of the pill and take it to market after having received all the necessary 

licenses. It was an innovation; a pill that was taken in the morning and allowed the person to eat whatever he 

wanted during the day without gaining any weight. They were sure that those pills would make the company 
a fortune. There had been some problems in the process of development of the pills, because the pill was so 

strong that it could cause problems if the person had a large dose. It took a while until the scientists figured 

the correct dose that would be enough for the effect and wouldn’t damage the person taking it. Also, a very 
specific amount of water had to be added so that it didn’t lose its properties. The CEO was invited to this 

dynamic event and when he pressed the start button and the machines began all of the workers were very 

proud and happy as they saw the process begin. After a few days, the pill started to be sold in pharmacies 
all over the United States. There were lots of advertisements and commercials promoting it. However, after 

13 people were killed and 52 injured by it, it was obvious that there was something very wrong with the 

pills…they were dangerous! There was a lot of bad press and the pills were immediately taken of the market 

and the factory inspected to find out what went wrong. The problem was discovered almost immediately. The 
dose was not diluted enough because the stream of water was too weak. The police began to investigate the 

case and soon found the culprit.  The one responsible for the tragedies was a technician named Max, who 

had been at the factory on the day the pills began production and took water from the pipe that passed 
through the outside of the factory in order to quench his thirst. Max was taken to court and was found guilty 

for causing death by negligence. He explained that all he wanted was to drink some water; but it was of no 

use. He explained to the judge that it never occurred to him that the little amount of water that he took could 
kill so many people; but it didn't make a difference.  The judge explained to him that he should have taken into 

account the fact that there could have been other consequences and Max was sentenced to long term 

imprisonment. When Max was in jail, he began having a reoccurring dream.  He was walking by the factory 

and did not take any water from the pipe. But every morning, after waking up in his cell, he would realize it 
was just a dream. He couldn’t go back in time.  He had caused the death of many people and he couldn’t 

return to that moment, and now he was paying for it. 

After many years, Max was finally released. He left the jail carrying his things in an old bag and didn't pay 
much attention to where he was going. It was a blistering day and the sun was very strong. After a few 

hours, he was extremely thirsty and had to drink water. Suddenly he noticed a pipe in a wall, but this time he 

did not even think of the idea of taking some water. He would have preferred to die before committing an act 
that he wouldn’t know what consequences it could have. 

Every act that a person does has its consequences, and they can’t be reversed.  If a person falls asleep at 

the wheel and causes a car accident, he can’t return, even a few moments. When we commit a sin we cannot 

see the consequences of our acts. Only after we die and arrive to the World of Truth, we will see what our 
sins have caused and how many worlds were destroyed because of our careless actions. However, despite 

the destructive consequences of the sins, HASHEM has done with us a great act of kindness; he has given us 

the ability to take our acts back! When a person truly and fully repents, he simply turns the wheel the other 
way and erases the sin, and it is as if he never committed it! This is completely illogical and opposite to the 

rules of nature, because here a person has to pay for his mistakes and wrongdoings. However, HASHEM has 

given us the chance to be forgiven for our acts under only one condition: that we truly repent for our sins 

and take it upon ourselves to change, to improve.   


