
Weekdays 
Shaharit Sun & Fri: 8:00am 

Shaharit Mon-Thurs: 8:30am 

Followed by Lesson:"Hok L'Yisrael" 

Minha: 5:20 pm 

Arvit: 6:15 pm 

Followed by a lesson in Halacha 
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By: Rabbi Yonatan Simony  

A Mitzvah is a candle, and the Torah is light (Mishlei 6:23) 

In our Parasha, we see the manner in which Joseph comes out of darkness and into light; from being imprisoned – to 

becoming ruler of the greatest empire, Egypt.  It is written: “wisdom gives life to its possessor” (Kohelet 7:12); throughout 

the years that Joseph was imprisoned, he never lost faith, he continued to grow in Torah and in the faith he acquired in his 

father’s home. In merit of the light of Torah, he was able to come out of the deep pit and ascend. 
Chanuka symbolizes the victory of light over darkness. The Talmud says (Baba Metzia 83) that the world is compared to 

darkness. The Chanuka Menorah symbolizes the light of Torah overcoming the darkness in the world.  The menorah is to 

remind us of how the faith of a few Jews triumphed over the great Greek Empire. 
The Greeks were not only land conquerors; they brought with them progress.  They thought themselves “enlightened”; they 

created a widespread culture, philosophy, drama, art, sports, etc.  However, our Sages say of the Greek culture- it is 

‘darkness’. Rabaynu Shlomo Ibn Gabirol defined the Greek culture in an amazing way, saying: “Greek wisdom has no 

fruit, it only has flowers”.  For flowers are pretty only on the outside, but that’s all they have; fruits have nutrients and 

have a greater use. Rabbi Shalom Meir Wallach wrote about the Greek culture saying: “Take, for example, sports- a 

Greek invention- a culture that makes idols and die-hard fans; but what does it contribute to everyday life?  Nothing.  What 
do we gain if the ball enters the basket or if we score a goal? Will that make us better people? Will we ascend new heights 

or feel more complete? Will it contribute to the welfare of anyone? For what cause are so much money, emotion and time 

invested for? The answer: “they bow down to nonsense and nothingness”. 
The Greek culture is about going after one’s instincts and physical desires; that is precisely the meaning of ‘darkness’. It is 

about going after one’s instincts with full blindness and having no self-control over one’s heart’s desires. Our sages wrote 

in the Midrash in Bereshit Raba “the wicked people are in their heart’s territory; but the righteous people’s hearts 

are in their territories” the desires and passions have control over the wicked people. It says in Job (11:12) “and [from] a 

wild donkey a man will be born.” a person is born as a small and unrestrained donkey. If the donkey grows up following 

its instincts, he will just become an adult donkey and finally an old donkey. The way of becoming a self-controlled being is 

by having fear of G-d and learning how to keep Torah and mitzvahs. As King Solomon wrote (Kohelet 12:13) “The end of the 

matter, everything having been heard, fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole of man.” 

 

Asides from the mitzvah to light the Chanukah menorah, we are given additional mitzvahs to help us recall the miracles.  For instance, on Passover we are 

commanded to tell the stories of the Egyptian exile and to remember the miracles we experienced upon leaving Egypt. On Purim, we read the Scroll of Ester, in 

which the miracle of Purim is recounted. All of these mitzvahs can be performed modestly inside our homes.  However, the Chanukah candles need to be lit at 

the entrance of our homes, in the public area where everyone will see it. Why is this mitzvah different to all the other mitzvahs that we have to do it publicly? 

The Chatam Sofer explained that there is a significant difference between the miracles. The exile of Egypt and Purim were known by all the nations. There 

were ten plagues, a change in nature, all of the firstborns died, the Red Sea was split, etc. Also in Purim, the Jewish nation was decreed to be killed and then 

they were saved. Those miracles were known by the entire world. However, the miracle of the oil happened inside the Temple- the only ones that saw it were 

the High Priests. This miracle was secret. It was exclusive, it’s purpose was to show Hashem’s love for us. 

Since the miracle was hidden, we have the obligation to light the candles in a place that can be seen by everyone- in order to publicize the miracle that 
occurred to us. 

Publicize the Miracle of Chanukah 

Bulletin dedicated  
To the Souls of: 

Nisim Max Buganim  
Rest In Peace 

& To the Health of:  
Mordechai ben Simcha 

For info. or donations Call 956– 455-4917 
 

The Torah of Your mouth is better for me  than 
thousands of gold and silver.  

Shabbat  

Candle Lighting: 5:21 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 6:17 pm 

Rabaynu Tam: 6:51 pm 
 

“Shoova Israel” Synagogue Times   www.shoovaisraelspi.com 

106 Oleander St. South Padre Island, TX 78597    P.O.Box 3766 
Shabbat 
MinhaErev Shabbat:  5:10 pm 

Kabalat Shabbat followed by a Torah Lesson &  

Concluding with Arvit of Shabbat 
Shaharit of Shabbat: 8:30 am 

Followed by Kidush and Shabbat Meal 

Talmud lesson: 3:30 pm 

Minha of Shabbat:  4:50 pm 

Third Meal of Shabbat 

Arvit: 6:15 pm Followed by Havdala 

With Great Appreciation  

to our Shabbat Host: Oran Moryosef 
 

B’H, Throughout Chanukah   
Between Mincha and Arvit we will light the Chanukah Menorah in the 

Synagogue with the involvement of the community children.  
Refreshments and doughnuts will be served, All are invited! 

MIKVE 

FOR 

WOMEN 

OPEN 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 

mailto:shoovaisraelspi@gmail.com


A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Reciting Hallel During Chanukah: 

1. Hallel is recited during each of the eight days of Chanukah, with or without a 

minyan. The blessing of “…ligmor et ha’Hallel” is said and then the blessing of 

“yeHallelucha”.  We end saying “amen”- because two blessings were said. 

2. If a person that prayed by himself on Chanukah forgot to say the blessing “…

ligmor et ha’Hallel” before the Hallel and remembered in the middle of the praises 

in Hallel, he can say the blessing when he remembers and then finish the Hallel.  

3. When the congregation is praying, they can all say “…ligmor et ha’Hallel” by 

themselves and finish the Hallel with the chazan (there is no need to say the 

blessing with the chazan). But if a person said the blessing and the chazan said it 

right after him, he should not answer “amen”, because it would be an interruption 

between the blessing and the Hallel. 

4. One may not speak in the middle of saying Hallel. But if one hears a blessing,  one 

may answer “amen”- as well as answer to kaddish, kedusha and barchu in the 

middle of Hallel.  Though, one should not answer “amen” of “titkavel”. 

5. Hallel may be said throughout the day; from sunrise to sunset. As it says “From 

the rising of the sun to its setting. Praised is the Name of Hashem”. 

6. A person who is in mourning also needs to say Hallel with the blessing 

throughout all of the days of Chanukah, even when they are praying in the home of 

the deceased- and even more so if the congregation prayed in the home of the 

person that is in  mourning. Only on Rosh Chodesh, when Hallel is only a custom, 

some are of the opinion that a mourner should not recite it. 

7. Women are exempt from Hallel during Chanukah. However, if they wish to say it, 

they should do so without a blessing. Because at times of doubt if whether a 

blessing should be said or not, it is omitted. Ashkenazi women customarily bless on 

time bound positive mitzvahs, however, here, they should not bless on Hallel, for it 

is a mitzvah without an action. 

8. One who is in the middle of Hallel on Chanukah and suddenly thinks that he may 

have skipped the paragraphs omitted on Rosh Chodesh,-does not need to return 

and to say them.(Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

Childhood Memories 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin  

The Light of Chanukah 
The Gaon of Vilna wrote that the lights of  

Chanukah affect the entire world; at this  
time of year the days start to be longer- as the sun  

shines longer. This happens every year at the 25th 

 of Kislev- the first day of Chanukah. There are two types  
of light: our light, which can be found in this world and the 

 original light, which came from Hashem’s kindness. However, 
Hashem decided that this world was not worthy of the second 

kind of light. That kind of light shone during the first three 
 days of creation; until the sun, moon and stars were created 

 on the fourth day. That light shone for 12 hours each day-  
for 36 hours total, until Hashem put it away. On Chanukah 

we light 36 candles in total. 36 being the number  
corresponding to the total amount of lights relating to  

the mitzvah, as well as the amount of  
hours that the original light shone, before other  

sources of light were created! The Sages  

say that that original light illuminates  
when we light the Chanukah  

candles! 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

A 10 year old boy and his father went to an amusement park 
during Chanukah vacation. The boy was very excited about 
riding the roller coaster and all the other fun rides at the park. 
They bought tickets and waited in the roller coaster line.   
As they were sitting in the roller coaster, they entered a cave. 
It was scary. They went up around, left, right, they saw lights, 
shades and ghosts, and they were very frightening. They saw 
ghosts, witches on their brooms and all sort of scary creatures.  
After that fearful experience, the roller coaster went towards 
the light and finished its route. What a relief! 
As they got to the end of the roller coaster, the boy 
remembered his kippah had felt off in the middle of the dark 
cave. His father told someone who worked in the park and the 
man told them to follow him to get into the cave and get the 
kippah. They went in from behind all the ghosts and witches 
and the man turned on the lights. The boy looked around and 
nothing looked scary at all. He saw wooden witches, ghosts 
made of cloth, dolls, stuffed rags…it was all fake. 
They found the kippah, but the boy will never forget about the 
experience: the cave was not scary at all. 
Many years have passed and the boy is all grown up. He 
recalls this experience as he lights the Chanukah candles. 
“Darkness”, said our sages, is the Greek Empire. They taught 
the world philosophy, sports, theater, competition, ‘Olympic 
Games’, art and sculptures.  A whole culture that shines bright
- but is actually darkness…It is no more than an artificial light.  
For as soon as the real light is lit- its misery is revealed…
(Maayan HaMoed) 


