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The Soul That You Have Given Me is Pure 
This week’s Parasha talks about the four types of tzara’ath [a kind of leprosy] lesions: 

The first type- is a mark that is as white as snow and is called “beheret”. 

The second type- is more faded and looks like a clean piece of wool from a young lamb and is called 
“se’et”. 

The third type- is an even more faded white mark that looks like the whitewash of the temple and is 

called “sapachat”. 

The fourth type- is more faded than the previous one and looks like egg shell and it is also called 

“sapachat”. 

These tzara’ath lesions make a person impure if they are of the size of ‘kegris’ which is about a two 

squared centimeter diameter. 

It says in our Parasha: “And if the tzara'ath has spread over the skin, whereby the tzara'ath covers 

all of the person's skin, from head to his feet, wherever the eyes of the Kohen can see, then the 

Kohen shall look [at it]. And, behold! The tzara'ath has covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce 

[the person with] the lesion clean. He has turned completely white; he is clean” 

Meaning, if the person’s entire skin is covered by tzara’ath- from head to toes, then he is not considered 

impure. 

It sounds very puzzling that when there is a small lesion of a few centimeters, it makes the person 

impure. But on the other hand, when the person is fully covered by tzara’ath, he is considered pure. 

To explain this, we have to understand that the soul given to a Jew is pure and that it was assigned under 
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the Celestial Throne. The Jew contaminates his soul when he commits sinful acts. When a person sins, he automatically begins to get accustomed to sin and 

becomes impure until he is left without any purity. 

But with a Jew it is different. When a Jew sins, his soul also becomes impure. But there is always a spark of purity that remains in the Jew’s soul, which helps 

the Jew become pure again when he really wishes it. There is a point when that part of the Jew’s soul ‘throws up’ all the pur ity that it absorbed in the past 

and the Jew becomes pure again. 

When the sparks of purity ‘throw up’ the purity, the person begins to have thoughts and feeling that he never had before. That situation is called ‘Proliferation 

of light’ and the person begins to want to observe the Torah and its mitzvahs. 
In our times, we find many people who have begun to observe the Torah. We find people who never had any connection with Judaism but have the need to 

become closer to their Father in Heaven. The reason for that is that these people already got to their limit of impurity, and the last spark of purity in their 

souls caused them to want to become pure and return to their roots. 

That is how we explain what we saw in our Parasha. A small lesion of tzara’ath makes a Jew impure, and that lesion can be bigger and bigger. But once the 

lesion covers the entire person’s body from head to toes, the person is not considers impure anymore- because it is impossible for that to happen. 

And that is how we explain the words “He has turned completely white; he is clean”. The pieces of the Jew’s soul that went to the side of impurity were 
‘thrown up’ and returned to him, making him become clean again. 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Circumcision: 

1. The night before the circumcision is called “Brit Itzchak”. Some have the custom 

to stay up all night and learn Torah near the baby. There is a special compilation of 

texts that is learned that night and the custom is to have ten people learn it 

together. It is best to have Torah scholars to do so. Some people light candles on 

that night and sing and rejoice. 

2. When the ten people are gathered for the “Brit Itzchak” or at the festive 

circumcision meal, the mother of the baby should stand up and say the blessing: 

“Baruch Ata…HaGomel LaChayabim Tovot Shegmalani Kol Tuv”. And the people 

should answer “Amen. HaE-l Shegamalech Kol Tuv, Hu Igamel Kol Tuv Selah” [She 

should try to say the blessing standing]. 

3. It is a mitzvah for the father to circumcise his son. This mitzvah is greater than 

all of the other positive mitzvot. 

4. If the father did not circumcise his son, the Jewish Court must do it. And if the 

Court did not do it, the son has the obligation of getting circumcised when he 

grows up. 

5. The mother does not have the obligation of circumcising her son, for it is the 

father’s obligation. But she must do her best to have her son circumcised.  

6. It says in the Torah that the circumcision must be done in the eighth day 

(Vayikra 12:3). 

7. The circumcision must be done during the day, on the eighth day after sunrise 

until sunset. 

8. If the eighth day passed and the father did not circumcise his son yet, he does 

not get punished in this world. The father lost his reward for doing the mitzvah in 

its proper time in the World to Come and that is a terrible punishment. People 

should not postpone the circumcision so as to do it at a more convenient day or so 

as to do it on a day when the party hall they want is available. 

9. A baby that was born in the US and is taken to Israel for his circumcision has to 

be circumcised on the eighth day according to the place he will be circumcised 

despite the time difference. (Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 
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Do not separate yourself  

from the majority (Avot 2:4) 
The Admor Rabbi Simcha Bunim of  

Pshischa used to say: if you pay a person with a  
lot of coins, even if there is one coin that does not  

have the proper shape, the person won’t notice it,  
because the coin is between many other coins. But if a 
person only gives that coin to a merchant, it will not be 

received, because it does not have the proper value. 
 

The same happens with the people. If a person is part of  
the majority, then even if he doesn’t have so many  

mitzvahs and good deeds, his prayers will be  

received. But if the person separates himself  

from the majority and prays by himself, then 

 his acts are judged more deeply and it  
is harder for his prayers to be  

received by Hashem. 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

There was a strong explosion in the city of Jerusalem- a terrorist attack on Ben Yehuda Street. A 
young man who was standing near the suicide bomber became critically wounded; many 

fragments of the bomb penetrated his body. 
Today that young man is a Torah scholar with a long beard. When people see him, they do not 

notice that on his body there are still over eighty nails and screws that penetrated his body in 
one of the worst terrorist attacks in Jerusalem.  

The man was standing there, in that place, with a friend. Only one screw penetrated his friend's 
body, but that only screw went straight into his brain and after weeks of fighting and undergoing 

medical procedures, he did not survive. 
The young man who had one hundred nails and screws was badly injured and the doctors knew 

they would not be able to take out all of the screws from his body, because it was just too risky to 
do so. They only took out the screws that put the man in danger and could harm him. 

One of the screws was in the man’s skull and it miraculously did not penetrate his brain, but it 

still caused him a lot of pain and suffering. The doctors decided that they could not remove it, 
because they could damage the man’s brain. 

The doctors warned the man to be careful that the dozens of screws and nails left in his body 
would not infect, because it could be fatal. 

While the man was in the hospital, he began to reflect and repent, and so he turned to a Rabbi and 
asked him how he could guard his body from getting infected. The Rabbi gave him a few 

recommendations, and he did as the Rabbi advised. 
Observance of Shabbat was one of the recommendations and it was very hard for him in the 

beginning. His close friends made fun of him, but nothing stood in his way. The man noticed that 
while he kept Shabbat, not only did Hashem watch him more closely, but he was also given a 

precious gift from Hashem- Shabbat. The doctors were impressed when seeing how the man 

progressed and was not harmed by all of the nails and screws in his body. Only he knew the 
reason for that. Keeping the Shabbat brought the man into a new dimension. A dimension in which 

one could just do anything he desired, and ironically, this gave him a very high spiritual joy. 
After some time, he decided to go forth and began to learn Torah. He realized with time that real 

life only had to do with the Torah. The man began to realize how Hashem watched and supervised 
everything he did. He had a feeling of faith that accompanied him in everything he did. He wanted 

to become closer and closer to Hashem and realized that he could only do so through observance 
of the Torah. After some time, the man decided to go to a Yeshiva study center for males who 

have become Torah observant. He studied very hard until he became a real scholar, able to learn 
Gemarah with all the commentaries. 

But the screw that had penetrated his skull was still there and would cause him great pain. 
One day, after a few months in the Yeshiva, the man was in a lecture of the Rosh Yeshiva in which 

he was explaining a page of the Gemarah with the commentary of the Rashba. The man could not 

understand the Rashba, but he would not give up and kept trying very hard. He went to a 

separate room in order to help his concentration and kept trying and trying to understand. His 
head began to sweat from the effort, so he took a tissue and clean out the sweat while he kept 

working hard at understanding the Rashba. 
He told the person he was studying with- “I won’t leave here until I understand what the Rashba 

is trying to say here”. 
Suddenly, he began to have a sharp pain in his head, and someone saw that half of the screw that 

was left in his head had begun to come out. He was rushed to the hospital and right away went 

through and operation and the doctors were able to take out the screw easily from his skull and 
his pains were finally over. 

The man wrote a book of eighty pages telling his story and describing all of the miracles that he 
went through after the suicide attack. In that book, he tells about the miracle of the screw in his 

head and calls it “the screw of the Rashba”. He still has the screw in a big frame in his living 
room. His story teaches us about the greatness of the Torah and how it can save our lives. 


