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Man is a Tree of a Field (Devarim 20:19) 
This Shabbat is Tu B'Shvat, New Year of the Trees. The custom is to set the table with a variety of fruits, then 

say a blessing and eat them. The Talmud, in Tractate Rosh HaShana (p. 16) states that on Shavuot judgment is upon 

fruits, so the custom is to decorate synagogues with the leaves of fruit trees. Thus, we learn there are two days 

connected to fruit trees: Shavuot, the day on which fruit is judged and Tu B'Shvat, the New Year of the Trees. 

Now questions arise. Mainly, why decorate with the leaves of fruit trees on the judgment day of fruit, and why do 

we eat fruits on the New Year of the Trees? It would seem we should do the opposite. We should say the blessing 

for the fruit and eat them on the day they are being judged and on the New Year decorate the synagogues with 

leaves. 

The Admor of Satmar subtly explained this by saying: Fruit comes from trees, so trees are like parents and 

fruits are like their children.  Tu B'Shvat is the New Year of the Trees- the parents. In order to earn more merit 

for the trees, we say blessings and eat fruits (children). We ask Hashem, in the merit of rearing our children and all 

that we devote to them, may we merit a good year.  On Shavuot, when the world is judged on fruit (children), we 

decorate the synagogues with the trees (parents) themselves. So in the merit of the parents, who toil in mitzvahs 

and generosity, their children should be judged favorably.  

We find that man is also compared to a tree.  In the book of Devarim, it's written “Man is a tree of a 

field” (Devarim 20:19). Man is compared to a tree and the sons to the fruit. The New Year of the Trees is when we 

analyze our actions in how we educate our children. Every person should sit and reflect on whether he's set 

enough time aside for his children's edification, if he provides them proper education in Torah, if his children are 

in the right institutions and are learning about Judaism, etc.  After all, we are judged favorably in the merit of our 

children. Furthermore, it's written that the New Year of the Trees is a day when one should pray for one’s 

children; that one may be able to provide them with proper instruction and that they should grow up in the path 

of Torah and mitzvahs. 

Our Sages wrote in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 22, Sotah 2): “Man's livelihood is as difficult as the splitting of the Red Sea” and “finding one's mate is as difficult for a person as the splitting of the 

Red Sea”. Livelihood and finding one's mate, both are found in the same line with “and they believed in Hashem and his servant Moshe”. Whoever seeks faith will find in it his livelihood. 

Anyone searching for faith will see it in his livelihood, anyone looking for faith will see it in his soul mate, and it will be seen so much so that after seeing all the sustenance in one's home, one 

would want to sing praises every day, just like the praises we sang at the splitting of the Red Sea! 

The Agur asked: What's the connection between livelihood and finding one’s mate? He answered that when Pharaoh and the Egyptians pursued the Children of Israel, they [Israel] returned to 

their previous low [spiritual] level. They began to conjure up all sorts of ideas. Their first option was to wage war against the Egyptians, even though they weren't military prepared and had the 

mindset of slaves; still they wanted to protect their honor. Their next option was to escape into the desert; but what would they have done in the desert? The last option was the toughest; to 

surrender and return to Egypt- what else was left to do? One option that never crossed their minds was to walk straight into the sea. They never even thought about it, for that was just 

suicide.  So what happened in the end? Where did salvation come from? From precisely where they never thought it would come. First, Nachshon ben Aminadav jumped into the sea, then the 

Children of Israel followed him and finally the sea split! The Baal HaAgur said: The same happens with a person’s livelihood and when he searches for his mate. A person rises in the morning 

and ponders and plans about how to put bread on the table. He thinks and thinks, but at the end of the day he finds that his livelihood came from a totally unexpected source. The same with a 

person’s mate, he thinks his mate will come from this or that place, runs to this other place and at the end the mate comes from a totally unexpected place… This is why it's written: “There 

are many thoughts in a man's heart, but G-d's plan- that shall stand.” (Mishlei 19:21) 

Splitting the Red Sea 
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Riddle of the Week: 
Where in our Parasha do we find an 

allusion to the custom of  

Tu B’Shvat? 

Beseeching all Precious Congregants! 

Please dedicate prayers to the medical 

recovery of R’ Yosef ben Yaakov Amoyal 

Last Week’s Riddle: 
Where in our Parasha did our Sages derive that a man’s 

messenger is equivalent to himself? 

Answer: It states of the Passover sacrifice: "and the entire 

assembly of Israel slaughtered it"; did all of Israel slaughter !? 

Rather one person slaughtered and acted as an emissary for 

the rest. Yet the Torah calls the entire assembly slaughterers, 

even though only their messenger slaughtered; from here we 

learn that one's messenger is as ones' self.  

Tu B’Shvat & Shabbat Shira  

Tzidkadcha is omitted at Mincha 
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A Tale for Shabbat 

Halacha Corner 
Laws of Tu B'Shvat (15th of Shvat): 
1. The 15th of Shvat is the New Year of the Trees, thus it's forbidden to fast on this 

day. 

2. The custom of fasting on one’s wedding day shouldn't be followed on Tu B'Shvat, 

even though it is followed throughout the month of Nissan. However, most Sephardim 

customarily don't fast on their wedding day- throughout the year. 
3. Vidduy and Nefilat Apaim are omitted on Tu B'Shvat. If Tu B'Shvat falls on Shabbat, 

Tzidkadcha (at Mincha) is also omitted. The custom is to omit Confession and Nefilat 

Apaim on the 14th of Shvat as well. 

4. On the 15th of Shvat, some have the custom to learn certain sections of the 

Mishna and Zohar that are compiled in the book “Pri Etz Hadar”. It's written that 

whoever reads these sections, in our times, brings good into the world. One should 

read them and understand as much as possible and learn the laws that are related 
to Tu B'Shvat; such as the laws of Orla, Trumot and Maasrot, and the laws of the 

correct order of blessings. 

5. There's an enjoyable custom to eat a variety of fruits in the evening of the 15th of 

Shvat (especially fruits that the Land of Israel was praised for) to symbolize that it's 
the New Year of the Trees and to say the proper blessings on the fruits. 

6. When Tu B'Shvat falls on a weekday, one should not purposely bring the fruit to the 

table after having said Grace after Meals, because it could be considered as saying 
an unnecessary blessing. If one forgot to eat the fruit, he may eat them after Grace 

after Meals and should say the proper blessings for them. However, on Shabbat one 

may bring the fruit to the table after Grace after Meals in order to recite more 

blessings and achieve the one hundred daily blessings that must be said. 
7. Some people have the custom to make jelly out of the Etrog of Sukkot and eat it on 

Tu B'Shvat; the Shehecheyanu blessing is not recited. 

8. If a fruit may be infested by bugs, it should be opened and checked before saying 

the blessing. One should be very careful to check all of the fruits and vegetables that 
may contain bugs, for their consumption is prohibited by five different 

commandments.  Spiritually, eating bugs can damage a person’s soul and 

contaminate one's heart and servitude to Hashem. (Yalkut Yosef) 

Please preserve the sanctity of this bulletin, it requires sacred disposal.  Do not carry it out into the public domain on Shabbat. 

A True Story about the Blessing of Shehakol 

Dedicated to the Success of: Shlomo ben Chana Salin & Menashe Amoyal ben Yosef 

Shabbat Shira 
It's a custom to feed the birds on Shabbat  

Shira, but one should be careful not to give them  
the food during Shabbat itself, rather it should be  

already prepared before Shabbat. It is a custom among 
Ashkenazim to eat wheat on this Shabbat as a  

remembrance of the manna that fell from Heaven. 
 

Tu B'Shvat 
Tu B'Shvat is the New Year of the Trees (Tractate Rosh HaShana  

81:41) and it's a common custom to eat a variety of fruits on  

this day. Some people study parts of the Mishna or the Zohar  
that have to do with the different fruits and then say the  

 blessing for them. There's a booklet called “Pri Etz Hadar” 

 in which these sections are compiled therein. 
Some people eat fruits from the Land of Israel or 

 fruits that Israel is praised for, as it says:  

“Set up markers for yourself”.  
(Jeremiah 31:20) 

Shabbat Shalom L’Kol Am IsraelShabbat Shalom L’Kol Am Israel  

The children of a woman who had passed away, wished to bring merit upon her soul and 

elevate it.  They each took it upon themselves do to so by only reciting a blessing when 

someone else is present to answer “Amen”. 

One day, the daughter returned home from school and was very thirsty, but no one was 

home to answer “Amen” to her blessing. She sat down and waited and waited for someone 

to come home to answer “Amen” to her blessing of Shehakol. She waited two and a half 

hours in thirst until her brother arrived and was able to help her. 

That night she dreamt that her deceased mother came to her and said: “You should know, 

my daughter, that the devotion you showed in those two and a half hours….. It caused a 

great fuss in the Sky, and thus caused a favorable verdict to be passed on someone. In 

your class there's a girl who was recently diagnosed with a terrible disease.  ….And 

because of what you did, she will be healed”. The mother even said who the girl was. 

The girl woke up at five in the morning and ran to her father and told him about her 

dream. The father calmed her down and assured her that he would clarify the matter in 

the morning, since no one knew anything about any such illness. 

In the morning, the father called the girl’s father and asked him how the daughter was 

doing. The girl’s father answered she was fine and asked him why he had asked. So the 

man told him that he knew about the girl’s illness, but the girl’s father was shocked 

because they had been keeping the girl’s illness a secret. So the man told him about his 

daughter’s dream. 

The two men were Chasidim, and they immediately went to see their Rebbe in Jerusalem 

and told him the story. The Rebbe listened to them carefully and told them to take the girl 

to the exams that were to be performed on her that day, before her first chemotherapy 

treatment. 

The families were already prepared to hear the good news of the good results of the 

exams, but the doctors were even more surprised to find that the results clearly showed 

that the girl was not sick at all!! The strength of self-control of a little girl in Ashdod has 

the power to save a person and even the whole world!!! 


